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The Word of God

Presider The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit, be with you all.

People And also with you.

Presider Let us pray.

After a period of silence, the Minister then says the following Collects

Gracious God, we commend to your loving care all who suffer, especially those who come here
seeking your healing grace for themselves and for others. Give them patience and hope in their
distress; strengthen and uphold them in mind and body; and grant, by your intervention, that all your
people may be made whole according to your desire, through Jesus Chirist, in the power of the Holy
Spirit. Amen.

God of liberating power, who called Thecla to proclaim the gospel and did not permit any obstacle
or peril to inhibit her: Empower courageous evangelists among us, that men and women everywhere
may know the freedom that you offer us in Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

THE FIRST LESSON
Judges 4:16-24

Barak pursued the chariots and the army to Harosheth-ha-goiim. All the army of Sisera fell by the
sword; no one was left.

Now Sisera had fled away on foot to the tent of Jael wife of Heber the Kenite; for there was peace
between King Jabin of Hazor and the clan of Heber the Kenite. Jael came out to meet Sisera, and
said to him, “Turn aside, my lord, furn aside to me; have no fear.” So he turned aside to herinto the
tent, and she covered him with a rug. Then he said to her, “Please give me a little water to drink; for |
am thirsty.” So she opened a skin of milk and gave him a drink and covered him. He said to her,
“Stand at the entfrance of the tent, and if anybody comes and asks you, ‘Is anyone here?¢’ say, ‘No.""
But Jael wife of Heber took a tent peg, and took a hammer in her hand, and went softly to him and
drove the peg into his temple, until it went down into the ground—he was lying fast asleep from
weariness—and he died. Then, as Barak came in pursuit of Sisera, Jael went out to meet him, and
said to him, “Come, and | will show you the man whom you are seeking.” So he went into her tent;
and there was Sisera lying dead, with the tent peg in his temple.

So on that day God subdued King Jabin of Canaan before the Israelites. Then the hand of the
Israelites bore harder and harder on King Jabin of Canaan, until they destroyed King Jabin of
Canaan.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 123 Ad te levavi oculos meos

1 To you | lift up my eyes, *
to you enthroned in the heavens.
2 As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters, *
and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress,
3 So our eyes look to the Lord our God, *
until he show us his mercy.
4 Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy, *
for we have had more than enough of contempt,
5 Too much of the scorn of the indolent rich, *
and of the derision of the proud.

THE SECOND LESSON
2 Timothy 3:10-12

Now you have observed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith, my patience, my love,
my steadfastness, my persecutions and suffering the things that happened to me in Antioch, Iconium,
and Lystra. What persecutions | endured! Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. Indeed, all who
want to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
THE GOSPEL

Luke 24:1-11

On the first day of the week, at early dawn, the women who had come with Jesus from Galilee came
to the tomb, taking the spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the
fomb, but when they went in, they did noft find the body. While they were perplexed about this,
suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified and bowed their
faces to the ground, but the men said to them, "Why do you look for the living among the dead? He
is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you, while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man
must be handed over to sinners, and be crucified, and on the third day rise again." Then they
remembered his words, and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the
rest. Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with
them who told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not
believe them.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

A Litany of Healing
The Celebrant introduces the Litany with this bidding

Let us name before God those for whom we offer our prayers.

The People audibly name those for whom they are interceding. A Person appointed then leads the Litany
God the Father, your will for all people is health and salvation;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.
God the Son, you came that we might have life, and might have it more abundantly;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.

God the Holy Spirit, you make our bodies the temple of your presence;
3 September 23, 2026



We praise you and thank you, O Lord.

Holy Trinity, one God, in you we live and move and have our being;

We praise you and thank you, O Lord.

All you Holy Angels, Archangels, and bodiless powers of heaven;

Stand beside us to guide and guard us on our way.

Holy Mary, Mother of God;

Pray for us and the people of the world.

For all who grieve the death of family, friends, and citizens;

Give them courage and strength to meet the days ahead, O Lord, and the consolation of your love.
Pour out your healing grace on all who are sick, injured, or disabled, that they may be made whole;
Hear us, O Lord of life.

Grant to all who seek your guidance, and to all who are afraid, anxious, or overwhelmed, a
knowledge of your will and an awareness of your presence;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Give peace, courage, and hope to all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Restore to wholeness whatever is broken by human sin, in our lives, in our nation, and in the world;
Hear us, O Lord of life.

Bless physicians, nurses, and all others who minister to the sick and suffering, keep them safe and
healthy, and grant them wisdom and skill, sympathy, and patience;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Open our eyes to see that you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth and that our life
and death are with each other;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Give us compassion for those in need, patience in this time of distress in our country, and love for our
neighbors;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Let our hearts be not afraid;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

You are the Lord who does wonders:

You have declared your power among the peoples.
With you, O Lord, is the well of life:

And in your light we see light.
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Let us pray:
A period of silence follows.

God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence and the hope you provide in
times of uncertainty and loss. Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. Revive us to live as
Christ's body in the world: a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, share life, heal neighbors,
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. Wherever and however we gather, unite us
in common prayer and send us in common mission, that we and the whole creation might be
restored and renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession of Sin

The Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins to God.

Silence may be kept.
Minister and People:

God of all mercy,

we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves,
and in the world you have created.

We repent of the evil that enslaves us,

the evil we have done,

and the evil done on our behalf.

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us

through our Savior Jesus Christ,

that we may abide in your love

and serve only your will. Amen.

The Priest, stands and says

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

Prayers for Healing

The minister may invite each person to give her or his name and any particular request for prayer. The
minister then prays silently, then prays aloud using one of the following forms or similar words.

| lay my hands upon you in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, praying you will be strengthened and
filled with God’s grace, that you may know the healing power of the Spirit. Amen.

After all are anointed

May the God who goes before you through desert places by night and by day be your companion
and guide; may your journey be with the saints; may the Holy Spirit be your strength, and Christ your
clothing of light, in whose name we pray. Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

May God the Father bless us, God the Son heal us, God the Holy Spirit give us strength. May God the
holy and undivided Trinity guard our bodies, save our souls, and bring us safely to his heavenly
country; where he lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

Dismissal
Officiant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Amen.
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Thecla of Iconium, Proto-Martyr among Women

Thecla, who according to tradition was a disciple of the apostle Paul,
was one of the most popular female saints in the early church. Her story
is told in the second-century Acts of Paul and Thecla. According to this
narrative, upon hearing Paul preach the gospel, Thecla abandoned her
plans for marriage and followed Paul. Condemned to burn at the stake,
her life was saved by a miraculous thunderstorm. As her adventures
confinued, she was thrown to the beasts in the local arena. There she
was protected by a fierce lioness. Finally, thinking this was her last
chance to be baptized, she threw herself info a pool of ravenous seals
and baptized herself in the water, while the seals were struck dead by
lightning. The governor then released her, and she went on to travel and
preach the gospel.

Although the Acts of Paul and Thecla unabashedly incorporates

many of the tropes and styles of ancient fiction, which makes it difficult
to disentangle history from myth, Christians in late antiquity largely
believed that there was indeed a historical Thecla behind all of the
legends, and devotion to her was very widespread, especially among
women. According to Tertullian (writing around the year 200), early
Christian women appealed to Thecla's example to defend women's
freedom to teach and to baptize.

A shrine to Thecla in Seleucia (Asia Minor) became a popular
pilgrimage site in the fourth and fifth centuries. Devotion to Thecla from
Gaul to Palestine is also evident in literature, art, and in the practice of
naming children after her. Her image appeared on wall paintings, clay
flasks, oil lamps, stone reliefs, textile curtains, and other materials.

In the Orthodox Church she is given the ftitle “Proto-Martyr Among
Women" because, just as Stephen is believed to have been the first male
martyr, so Thecla is believed to have been the first female martyr.

from Lesser Feasts and Fasts (2022), page 428
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