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The Word of God  
Presider: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the   
  communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 
People: And also with you.  
Presider: Let us pray.  
 

After a period of silence, the Minister then says the following Collects. 

Gracious God, we commend to your loving care all who suffer, especially those who come 
here seeking your healing grace for themselves and for others. Give them patience and 
hope in their distress; strengthen and uphold them in mind and body; and grant, by your in-
tervention, that all your people may be made whole according to your desire, through Jesus 
Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Draw the souls of your people into your love, O God, that like your servant Mechthild, we 
may yearn to be fully yours, for you know us better than we can know ourselves; through Je-
sus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and for ev-
er. Amen. 
 

First Lesson 

Song of Songs 3: 1-5 

Upon my bed at night 
I sought him whom my soul loves; 

I sought him, but found him not; 
I called him, but he gave no answer. 

"I will rise now and go about the city, 
in the streets and in the squares; 

I will seek him whom my soul loves." 
I sought him, but found him not. 

The sentinels found me, 
as they went about in the city. 

"Have you seen him whom my soul loves?" 

Scarcely had I passed them, 
when I found him whom my soul loves. 

I held him, and would not let him go 
until I brought him into my mother’s house, 

and into the chamber of her that conceived me. 
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I adjure you, O daughters of Jerusalem, 
by the gazelles or the wild does: 

do not stir up or awaken love 
until it is ready! 

     Reader The Word of the Lord. 
     People Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm 71: 17-23 

17 O God, you have taught me since I was young, * 
 and to this day I tell of your wonderful works. 

18 And now that I am old and gray-headed, O God, do not forsake me, * 
 till I make known your strength to this generation 
 and your power to all who are to come. 

19 Your righteousness, O God, reaches to the heavens; * 
 you have done great things; who is like you, O God? 

20 You have showed me great troubles and adversities, * 
 but you will restore my life 
 and bring me up again from the deep places of the earth. 

21 I You strengthen me more and more; 
 you enfold and comfort me, 

22 Therefore I will praise you upon the lyre for your faithfulness, O my God; * 
 I will sing to you with the harp, O Holy One of Israel. 

23 My lips will sing with joy when I play to you, * 
 and so will my soul, which you have redeemed. 

 

Second Lesson 
2 Thessalonians 3: 6-13 

Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to keep away from be-
lievers who are living in idleness and not according to the tradition that they received from us. 
For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, 
and we did not eat anyone's bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor we worked 
night and day, so that we might not burden any of you. This was not because we do not have 
that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. For even when we were with you, we 
gave you this command: Anyone unwilling to work should not eat. For we hear that some of you 
are living in idleness, mere busybodies, not doing any work. Now such persons we command 
and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own living. Brothers 
and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 

     Reader The Word of the Lord. 
     People Thanks be to God. 
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The Gospel 
Mark 8: 22-26 

Jesus and his disciples came to Bethsaida. Some people brought a blind man to him and 
begged him to touch him. He took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the village; 
and when he had put saliva on his eyes and laid his hands on him, he asked him, “Can you 
see anything?” And the man looked up and said, “I can see people, but they look like trees, 
walking.” Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he looked intently and his sight was 
restored, and he saw everything clearly. Then he sent him away to his home, saying, “Do not 
even go into the village.”  

     Reader The Word of the Lord. 
     People Thanks be to God. 

 

A Litany of Healing  

The Celebrant introduces the Litany with this bidding  

Let us name before God those for whom we offer our prayers.  
The People audibly name those for whom they are interceding. A Person appointed then leads the Litany 

God the Father, your will for all people is health and salvation; 

We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 

God the Son, you came that we might have life, and might have it more abundantly; 

We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 

God the Holy Spirit, you make our bodies the temple of your presence; 

We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 

Holy Trinity, one God, in you we live and move and have our being; 

We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 

All you Holy Angels, Archangels, and bodiless powers of heaven; 

Stand beside us to guide and guard us on our way. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God; 

Pray for us and the people of the world. 

For all who grieve the death of family, friends, and citizens; 

Give them courage and strength to meet the days ahead, O Lord, and the consolation of 

your love. 

Pour out your healing grace on all who are sick, injured, or disabled, that they may be made 
whole; 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Grant to all who seek your guidance, and to all who are afraid, anxious, or overwhelmed, a 
knowledge of your will and an awareness of your presence; 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Give peace, courage, and hope to all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; 
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Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Restore to wholeness whatever is broken by human sin, in our lives, in our nation, and in the 
world; 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Bless physicians, nurses, and all others who minister to the sick and suffering, keep them safe 
and healthy, and grant them wisdom and skill, sympathy, and patience; 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Open our eyes to see that you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth and 
that our life and death are with each other; 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Give us compassion for those in need, patience in this time of distress in our country, and love 
for our neighbors; 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Let our hearts be not afraid; 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 

You are the Lord who does wonders: 

You have declared your power among the peoples. 

With you, O Lord, is the well of life: 

And in your light we see light. 

Let us pray: 

A period of silence follows. 

God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence and the hope you pro-
vide in times of uncertainty and loss. Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. Re-
vive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, 
share life, heal neighbors, bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. Wherever 
and however we gather, unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, that we 
and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Confession of Sin  
The Celebrant says  

Let us confess our sins to God.  
Silence may be kept.  

Minister and People:  
God of all mercy, 

we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives. 

We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, 

and in the world you have created. 

We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 

the evil we have done, 

and the evil done on our behalf. 

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 

through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

that we may abide in your love 

and serve only your will. Amen.  

 
 

The Priest, stands and says  

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen.  

 

Prayers for Healing 
 

The minister may invite each person to give her or his name and any particular request for prayer.  
The minister then prays silently, then prays aloud using one of the following forms or similar words.  

 

I lay my hands upon you in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, praying you will be strength-
ened and filled with God’s grace, that you may know the healing power of the Spirit. Amen.  

After all are anointed  

May the God who goes before you through desert places by night and by day be your com-
panion and guide; may your journey be with the saints; may the Holy Spirit be your strength, 
and Christ your clothing of light, in whose name we pray. Amen.  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

Blessing 
May God the Father bless us, God the Son heal us, God the Holy Spirit give us strength. May 
God the holy and undivided Trinity guard our bodies, save our souls, and bring us safely to his 
heavenly country; where he lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Dismissal  
 

  Officiant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
  People  Amen. 
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Mechthild of Magdeburg, Mystic 
 
Mechthild of Magdeburg was one of the most original medieval mystics, 
and the first to write in the German language. She was a Beguine, a 
member of a group of women who lived in a quasi-monastic community 
but did not take formal vows. Instead, they pledged to be bound by the 
traditional vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience only for as long as 
they lived in the community. Typically, Beguines lived in a communal 
house and supported themselves through their own work, such as 
nursing, weaving, embroidery, burial of the dead, and housework. 
 
Mechthild is known to us primarily through her work The Flowing 

Light of the Godhead, which consists of seven books written over a 
period of thirty years. It is clear from the work that she was familiar 
with courtly poetry and vernacular literature, but she does not seem to 
have had any formal training in theology or in Latin. 
 
Her work alternates between passionate descriptions of her love 
for God and scathing denunciations of many clergy and of the laxity 
that she perceived in the official church of her time. Because of these 
criticisms, her work was at times controversial. Shortly after her death, a 
Latin translation of her work was produced by Dominican priests, who 
faithfully conveyed the majority of the text, but significantly toned down 
both her erotic imagery and her critiques of the vices of the clergy. 
 
Mechthild spent the last years of her life at a Cistercian convent in 
Helfta, whose nuns were famous for their education and scholarship. 
It is clear that she felt somewhat uncomfortable in this very different 
environment, but the sisters seem to have warmly welcomed her and 
protected her from anyone who criticized her work. During the last years 
of her life, she became blind, and so the last chapters of her book were 
dictated to one of the sisters of the convent. 
 
In one famous passage of her book, she writes: 
 

“A fish cannot drown in water, 
A bird does not fall in air. 
In the fire of creation, 
God doesn’t vanish: 
The fire brightens. 
Each creature God made 
must live in its own true nature; 
How could I resist my nature, 
That lives for oneness with God?” 

 
 
 
from Lesser Feasts and Fasts, 2024, page 250 
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WEAPONS POLICY: 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 30.05, PENAL CODE (CRIMINAL TRESPASS), A PERSON MAY 
NOT ENTER THIS PROPERTY WITH A FIREARM.   
 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 30.06, PENAL CODE (TRESPASS BY LICENSE HOLDER WITH  

A CONCEALED HANDGUN), A PERSON LICENSED UNDER SUBCHAPTER H,  
CHAPTER 411, GOVERNMENT CODE (HANDGUN LICENSING LAW), MAY NOT  
ENTER THIS PROPERTY WITH A CONCEALED HANDGUN.   
 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 30.07, PENAL CODE (TRESPASS BY LICENSE HOLDER WITH  

AN OPENLY CARRIED HANDGUN), A PERSON LICENSED UNDER SUBCHAPTER H,  
CHAPTER 411, GOVERNMENT CODE (HANDGUN LICENSING LAW), MAY NOT  
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