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WELCOME TO TRINITY CHURCH  
 

Welcome to Trinity Episcopal Church! We’re glad you chose to worship with us. We adapted the 
liturgy for this service from A New Zealand Prayer Book to guide our worship. In this leaflet, you’ll find 
everything you need to follow along printed. We encourage you to also access the bulletin 

electronically on your devices. 

 

Whether you’ve been attending Trinity your whole life or this is your first time here, we invite you to 
participate in the service as fully as you feel comfortable doing.  

If you’re looking for a new church home, know that the Trinity family welcomes you. We would also 
appreciate your filling out a virtual visitors card, which can be accessed at this link: 

https://www.trinitymidtown.org/contact-card-page/  

For more information, please visit our website: 
www.trinitymidtown.org 

For questions about how to connect with us, please email  
connections@trinitymidtown.org 

 
Facebook Live Stream. Please be advised that this service is live streamed through our Trinity 
Facebook Page and YouTube channels. By participating in the service, you are consenting to the 
broadcast of your image and voice and to the broadcast of the image and voice of your children 

who participate.  
 

 

A SPECIAL WELCOME TO THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 

• Your children are welcome here at Trinity! First, please relax and enjoy your time here. We know 

that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don't feel embarrassed. 

• Each Sunday, your child may pick up a pew activity in the back of the chapel.  

• To make things easier for your family, dare to sit closer to the front where your child can see 

what's going on at the altar. Guide them in the liturgy and be models for them. Help them sing 
the hymns and encourage them to stand/sit when appropriate, say "Amen" and "Thanks be to 
God," and generally help them be a part of the service. The liturgy belongs to them too. 

• If you have to leave, hurry back! Jesus wants the children here, and we do too. If you need help, 

just ask. There are many here who are willing to lend you a hand. 
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THE TRINITY JAZZ ENSEMBLE 

Vocals:  April Sloan-Hubert 
Piano: Conrad Kao, Guest Musician 
Winds:  Ernesto Vega 
Bass: Kevin Ray 

SERVING TODAY 

Lector:       Harold Robertson 
Prayers:     Theresa McClellan 
Acolyte/LEM: Jim Castro 
Greeter/Usher:  
       
Audio Visual: Daniel Romero Atkins 
Altar Guild: Linda Davenport 
Vestry of the Day: Tim Lawson 

The Altar flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 
and in Celebration of Camila Amarilis’ 3rd Birthday. 

We love you, Mami and Papi 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

INSTRUMENTAL PRELUDE 
  

Please stand as able. 

Presider God gives the solitary a home and brings forth prisoners into freedom: 
  Father of orphans, defender of widows; sing to God, O kingdoms of the 
  earth, sing praises to the Lord. 
   People God is with us, here we find new life! 

   Presider  Let us worship God. 
 

OPENING HYMN                              Alleluia, Sing to Jesus  
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OPENING PRAYER                    

   Presider Let us pray.   
  Christ our great high priest, you understand our weakness; you pray for 
  us while we are sinners. Help us, through you, to find a new and living 
  way to God; for the glory of your holy Name. 
   People Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 
 

THE FIRST LESSON                                                                                           Acts 1: 6-14 

When the apostles had come together, they asked Jesus, “Lord, is this the time 
when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to 
know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you 
will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud 
took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward 
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, “Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go 
into heaven.” 

Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Je-
rusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. When they had entered the city, they 
went to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and 
James, and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son 
of Alphaeus, and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. All these were con-
stantly devoting themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including 
Mary the mother of Jesus, as well as his brothers. 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
People Thanks be to God.  

 
THE SECOND LESSON                                                                             1 Peter 4: 12-14; 5: 6-11 

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you 
to test you, as though something strange were happening to you. But rejoice 
insofar as you are sharing Christ's sufferings, so that you may also be glad and 
shout for joy when his glory is revealed. If you are reviled for the name of Christ, 
you are blessed, because the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting 
on you. 

Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may ex-
alt you in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. Dis-
cipline yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls 
around, looking for someone to devour. Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for 
you know that your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same 
kinds of suffering. And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all 
grace, who has called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, sup-
port, strengthen, and establish you. To him be the power forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
People Thanks be to God.  
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THE GOSPEL                  Please stand as able                                         John 17: 1-11 

Presider          The Holy Gospel according to John. 
People Praise and glory to God!   

Jesus looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your 
Son so that the Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all 
people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. And this is eternal 
life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you 
have sent. I glorified you on earth by finishing the work that you gave me to do. 
So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had in your 
presence before the world existed. 

”I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. 
They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 
Now they know that everything you have given me is from you; for the words 
that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have received them and 
know in truth that I came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I 
am asking on their behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf 
of those whom you gave me, because they are yours. All mine are yours, and 
yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them. And now I am no longer in 
the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, pro-
tect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as 
we are one.”  

Presider This is the Gospel of Christ. 
People Praise to Christ, the Word. 
 

Please be seated      
 

SERMON                The Reverend Maria Teresa Bautista-Berrios, Curate 
 

MUSICAL REFLECTION            We will meditate quietly on God’s word to us.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                                                                                         7                                                           May 17, 2026  

Please stand as able 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  
Response 

Let us pray for the preservation of the earth. We give thanks for the beauty and 
abundance of the earth.  

Give us and all peoples grace to live in harmony with your creation, wisdom and 
generosity in our use of its bounty.  

Let us pray for peace and shared prosperity, and for the end of systemic racism 
that divides us. 

We pray for leaders to serve the common good: Give wisdom to those who 
have responsibility and authority in every land, especially Donald, the presi-
dent; Greg, the governor; Lina, the county judge; John, the mayor; and the 
legislatures, and courts, that we may share with justice the resources of the 
world, and work together in trust.  

Response 

      Let us pray for the Church and its mission. In the Anglican cycle of prayer, for the 
 Right Reverend Nathan Ingen and the Anglican Church of Papua New  
 Guinea.  In the diocesan cycle of prayer for Epiphany, Hurst; Faith, Wichita 
 Falls; Good Shepherd, Granbury; and Resurrection, Decatur. In the ministry 
 cycle of prayer for Madeline Mauk and the Stewardship ministry. For the 
 peace and unity of the Church  of God. 
      We give thanks for the good news of salvation for all people. Strengthen us for 
 our work in the world, empower your Church to proclaim the gospel in  
 service, word and sacrament.  

Unite in the truth all who confess your name, that we may live together in love to 
your glory. 

Let us pray for ourselves and our community. We give thanks for the fellowship of 
the communities in which we live and work, especially Trinity Church.  
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We pray for all bishops and other ministers, especially Sarah, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury; Sean, our Presiding Bishop; Andy, Jeff, Kai (pronounced “Kaye”), 
Hector, and Brian, our Bishops; for Hannah and Maria Teresa, our clergy;       
for Barrett, our seminarian; and for all who minister in this place. 

We commend to your keeping ourselves and each other, our families, those with 
whom we work and learn, our neighbors and our friends. Enable us by your 
Spirit to live in love for you and for one another. 

Response 

      We give thanks that you are the God who brings mercy and wholeness. Comfort 
 and heal, we pray, all who are in sorrow, need, sickness, or any other trouble,  
 especially for those we now name: Edith, Christopher, Jonathan, Jim,  
 Kathleen, Kenzo, Joyce, Elizabeth, Anita, Anadeli, Jane, Gentry, Diane, Katie, 
 Dalia, Garrett, Dave, Vanessa, Franklin, Linda, Victoria, Daniel, Irene, Darin, 
 and Tian,  
      Heavenly Father, our neighbor has nowhere to call home: help us be aware. Our 
 neighbor needs love and community: help us be active. Our neighbor is  
 crying  out for justice: help us be adamant to see an end to homelessness. 
       Let us give thanks for the faithful departed, especially for Frazer Morris, Tannie 
 Collins-Hill, Gus Elizondo, the victims of war and famine in Ukraine, Sudan, 
 Lebanon, Iran, and Palestine, and all victims of gun violence. 
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 Grant that we, with all your saints, may be brought to a joyful resurrection 
 and the fulfillment of your kingdom.  
       We give you thanks for your servants in every age, especially for Helen, Camila, 
 Nancy, Ken, Julie, Chesson, Hannah, Marcia, JoAnna, and James, who are 
 celebrating their birthdays. 
Response  

        O God, we who come before you this day are many and diverse, with different 
 needs  and desires.  
       We ask you to accept our thanksgivings, to guide our ways, and to  
 receive our praise. O God, hear the prayers of your people.  
 

The people may offer their own specific petitions, praises or thanksgivings 

Final Response 
 

THE PEACE 
Presider  Blessed be Christ, the Prince of Peace.     
People  Who breaks down the walls that divide.   

Presider  The peace of God be always with you. 
People  Praise to Christ who makes us one. 

 

MUSIC AT THE PEACE                           Today                               Richard Smallwood 
     

Please be seated. 

COMMUNITY LIFE AND ANNOUNCEMENT 
   

BLESSING OF THE CHILDREN 
 

The Liturgy of the Table 
 

Please be seated. 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the 
Lord. 
 

Please participate as able in the collection of an offering to help Trinity Church sustain our 

mission and ministry. For those who are unable to give monetarily, or have given online, we 

have made reusable wooden coins available so that all might participate in the spiritual 

practice of giving and contributing in a visible, inclusive way. A dollar, an offering coin, or 

more helps ignite the spirit of generosity in children and adults alike. 
 

OFFERING 
Online Giving  is available.  
Go to www.trinitymidtown.org and click the “Give” button on the top right, or click: 
https://onrealm.org/TrinityMidtown/-/form/give/now    or scan this QR code: 
 

Texting. Send the message heartofmidtown to 73256. Be sure to type  
heartofmidtown with no spaces, or autocorrect may insert information 
about a different church. The prompt will ask for a credit card number 
which can be kept on file for future contribution. 

 
THE OFFERTORY                                 Trinity Jazz Ensemble 

 
 
 
 

https://onrealm.org/TrinityMidtown/-/form/give/now
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 VERSE AND RESPONSE AT PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING 
  Celebrant All things come from you, O Lord, 
  People  and of your own have we given you. Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING            

Please stand as able. 
 

Presider The Lord is here. 
People God’s Spirit is with us. 
Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to offer thanks and praise. 
 

Presider   
It is right indeed, it is our joy and our salvation, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 
God, at all times and in all places to give you thanks and praise through Christ your 
only Son. You are the source of all life and goodness; through your eternal Word you 
have created all things from the beginning and formed us in your own image.  
 
When we sinned and turned away you called us back to yourself and gave your 
Son to share our human nature. You raised him to life triumphant over death; you 
exalted him in glory,  and gave him the Name which is above every name: At the 
Name of Jesus every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that he is Lord.  
 

Therefore with people of every nation, tribe and language, with the whole Church 
on earth and in heaven, joyfully we give you thanks and say:  
 

  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is the one who comes in the Name of the Lord, 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

All glory and thanksgiving to you, holy Father; on the night before he died, your Son, 
Jesus Christ, took bread; when he had given you thanks, he broke it, gave it to his 
disciples, and said: Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you; do this to re-
member me.  
 
After supper he took the cup, and when he had given you thanks, he gave it to 
them and said: Drink this, all of you, for this is my blood of the new covenant which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins; do this as often as you drink it, 
to remember me. 
 
Therefore heavenly Father, in this sacrament of the suffering and death of your Son, 
we now celebrate the wonder of your grace and proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
 

  Christ has died, 

  Christ is risen, 

  Christ will come in glory. 
 

Redeemer God, rich in mercy, infinite in goodness, we were far off until you brought 
us near and our hands are empty until you fill them.  
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As we eat this bread and drink this wine, through the power of your Holy Spirit feed 
us with your heavenly food, renew us in your service, unite us in Christ, and bring us 
to your everlasting kingdom. From you, and through you, and for you are all things. 
To you be the glory for ever, 

 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

  Give us today our daily bread.    

  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  

Amen. 

 

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Presider Alleluia. We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  
People We who are many are one body, for we all share the one bread.  

  Alleluia, alleluia.   
 

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Presider  Come to this table, you who have much faith,   
 and you who would like to have more;   
 you who have been here often  
 and you who have not been for a long time;  
 you who have tried to follow Jesus,  
 and  we who have stumbled.  
 Come. It is Christ who invites us to meet him here.   
People Amen. 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 Please come forward to receive communion from a priest in front of the altar. 

All are welcome to come participate in Holy Communion. If for any reason 

you prefer not to receive communion, please cross your arms across your 

chest for a blessing.   

 

Our tradition is to receive both bread and wine, sharing in the common cup. 

Please assist the chalice bearer by guiding the cup to your lips, or you may 

“intinct” by dipping the wafer into the chalice. If you prefer, you may also re-
ceive the bread only: After consuming the wafer, simply cross your arms over 

your chest to indicate that you do not wish to receive the wine.   

 

We offer a gluten-free bread option for those with dietary 

restrictions who wish to receive communion. To receive a 

gluten free wafer, please clasp your hands with palms facing 

each other when the priest administering the bread ap-

proaches you. 
 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

The Prayer for Spiritual Communion is prayed by those at home unable to par-

take of communion in person 
 

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church 
where your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, we long to offer you 
praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings of this life, for the re-
demption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of 
grace and the hope of glory. We believe that you are truly present in the Holy 
Sacrament, and, since we cannot at this time receive communion, we pray you 
to come into our hearts. We unite ourselves with you and embrace you with all 
our hearts, our souls, and our minds. Let nothing separate us from you; let us 
serve you in this life until, by your grace, we come to your glorious kingdom and 
unending peace.  Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN                  Here Is Bread, Here Is Wine 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION         Please stand as able. 

 

Presider Blessed be God who calls us together. 
People Praise to God who makes us one people. 
 

Presider Blessed be God who has forgiven our sin. 
People Praise to God who gives hope and freedom. 
 

Presider Blessed be God whose Word is proclaimed. 
People Praise to God who is revealed as love. 
 

Presider Blessed be God who alone has called us. 
People Therefore we offer all that we are and all that we shall become. 
 

Presider Accept, O God, our sacrifice of praise. 
People Accept our thanks for all you have done. 
 

Presider Send us now into the world you love. 
People Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage  

  in the power of your Spirit. Amen. 
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BLESSING 
The priest blesses the people, saying 

 

God the Father, who has given to his Son the Name above every name, strengthen 
you to proclaim Jesus the Christ, the Son of God.  
Amen. 
 

God the Son, our great high priest, who has passed into the heavens, clothe you 
with power from on high.  
Amen. 
 

God the Holy Spirit, who pours out abundant gifts upon the Church, make you faith-
ful followers of the risen Christ.  
Amen. 
 

And may the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus Christ born 
of our sister Mary, and of the Holy Spirit, who broods over the world as a mother 
over children, be upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

CLOSING HYMN      As a Fire Is Meant for Burning       
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THE DISMISSAL 
 

  Presider Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
  People We go in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us this afternoon.  

 
 

Service music printed from Lift Every Voice and Sing II,  

An African American Hymnal © 1993 

Church Pension Fund.  Used by permission.   

Additional licensing from OneLicense.net #A-705504. 
 

 

Flower dedications are available on June 7, 14, and 28 

Make your Flower Dedications Online at trinitymidtown.org 

or scan this QR code 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We want to thank the Bautista-Berrios and Hensman Families for hosting coffee hour  

this morning. 
 

Please note that June 7, 14, and 21 are open  

to host (part/all) coffee hour. 
 

To sign up, please scan the QR code or contact Jamie Chambers: 

 jamielynnchambers@hotmail.com or call/text at 832-370-7155  

if you need assistance.  

Thank you 

http://trinitymidtown.org
mailto:jamielynnchambers@hotmail.com
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Why is there no General Confession in Easter? 

Explanation by St. George’s Church in Ontario, Canada 

 
You may have noticed that the Confession – the part of the service where we col-
lectively acknowledge that we make mistakes, that we hurt others, that we carry 
around guilt and doubt and regret, and then we receive God’s forgiveness and as-
surance of healing – is absent during the Easter season. For some, this will feel like a 
major omission. Human beings are adept at weighing down our lives with feelings of 
powerlessness and inadequacy, anxiety for our shortcomings, gaping wounds of an-
ger and hurt for how our relationships have been broken. This time in our worship to 
take stock, to lay down those burdens before God and to be reminded of God’s 
faithfulness to, and love for, us can help many to feel lighter, freer, refreshed. 
 
However, it is the tradition of the ancient church that the Confession is omitted dur-
ing the season of Easter. It is not that Christians miraculously become perfect people 
during the seven weeks of Easter and therefore have no need of repentance and 
absolution. Instead, it is perhaps more appropriate to think of Easter as a rehearsal, a 
practicing of what a right relationship with God and one another actually looks like. 
 
Whereas Lent is a time for honest and probing self-reflection, intentionality and care 
in how we use our time and resources, sparseness and restraint, Easter is a time for 
celebration, celebration of the fullness of God’s kingdom, of a reality in which each 
of us lives in the light and love of God and reflects that light and love in our relation-
ships with one another. In the fullness of God’s Kingdom, we are free from the past 
brokenness and pain of our lives and our relationships are whole and life-giving. In 
the fullness of God’s Kingdom, talk of sin and forgiveness no longer have a place, 
because we are healed. 
 
We are not there yet. Brokenness and fragility are part of our story. We still look for-
ward to the time when the promises of new life and healing offered on that first East-
er morning will be fully realized. And some of us might continue to bring heavy hearts 
to worship through Easter. Individuals are encouraged to offer before God in prayer 
any confessions, any needs, any worries, regardless of whether it is Easter or not. 
However, our collective prayer changes at Easter in order that we might, as a com-
munity, tell this part of our story: Christ is risen! And we have glimpsed the Kingdom of 
God, where every tear is wiped away, where all hearts are mended, where we join 
with all of creation in receiving and sharing the good gifts God gives us. 
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WEAPONS POLICY: 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 30.05, PENAL CODE (CRIMINAL TRESPASS), A PERSON MAY 
NOT ENTER THIS PROPERTY WITH A FIREARM.   
 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 30.06, PENAL CODE (TRESPASS BY LICENSE HOLDER WITH  

A CONCEALED HANDGUN), A PERSON LICENSED UNDER SUBCHAPTER H,  
CHAPTER 411, GOVERNMENT CODE (HANDGUN LICENSING LAW), MAY NOT  
ENTER THIS PROPERTY WITH A CONCEALED HANDGUN.   
 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 30.07, PENAL CODE (TRESPASS BY LICENSE HOLDER WITH  

AN OPENLY CARRIED HANDGUN), A PERSON LICENSED UNDER SUBCHAPTER H,  
CHAPTER 411, GOVERNMENT CODE (HANDGUN LICENSING LAW), MAY NOT  
ENTER THIS PROPERTY WITH A HANDGUN THAT IS CARRIED OPENLY.   
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