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The Word of God

Presider: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

People: And also with you.

Presider: Let us pray.

After a period of silence, the Minister then says the following Collects.
Gracious God, we commend to your loving care all who suffer, especially those who come
here seeking your healing grace for themselves and for others. Give them patience and
hope in their distress; sfrengthen and uphold them in mind and body; and grant, by your in-
tervention, that all your people may be made whole according to your desire, through Jesus
Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Almighty and everlasting God, who kindled the flame of your love in the heart of your servant
Catherine of Siena: Grant unto us the same strength of conviction and power of love that, as
we rejoice in her triumph, we may profit by her example; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

First Lesson

Lamentations 3: 31-36

The Lord will not reject forever. Although he causes grief, he will have compassion according
to the abundance of his steadfast love; for he does not willingly afflict or grieve anyone.
When all the prisoners of the land are crushed under foot, when human rights are perverted
in the presence of the Most High, when one’s case is subverted—does the Lord not see it?

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Psalm 36

1 There is a voice of rebellion deep in the heart of the wicked; *
there is no fear of God before his eyes.

2 He flatters himself in his own eyes *
that his hateful sin will not be found out.

3 The words of his mouth are wicked and deceitful, *
he has left off acting wisely and doing good.

4 He thinks up wickedness upon his bed and has set himself in no good way; *
he does not abhor that which is evil.

5 Yourlove, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, *
and your faithfulness to the clouds.
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6 Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like the great deep; *
you save both man and beast, O Lord.

7 How priceless is your love, O God! *
your people take refuge under the shadow of your wings.

8 They feast upon the abundance of your house; *
you give them drink from the river of your delights.

9 For with you is the well of life, *
and in your light we see light.

10 Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you, *
and your favor to those who are true of heart.

11 Let not the foot of the proud come near me, *
nor the hand of the wicked push me aside.

12 See how they are fallen, those who work wickedness! *
they are cast down and shall not be able torise.

Second Lesson

1John 1:5 - 2:2

This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light and in him
there is no darkness at all. If we say that we have fellowship with him while we are walking in
darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light,
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. If
we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our
sins, he who is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. If
we say that we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us.

My little children, | am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if anyone does sin,
we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice
for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The Gospel

Luke 12: 22-31

Jesus said to his disciples, “Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat, or
about your body, what you will wear. For life is more than food, and the body more than cloth-
ing. Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and
yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! And can any of you by
worrying add a single hour to your span of life2 If then you are not able to do so small a thing as
that, why do you worry about the rest2 Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor
spin; yet | tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so
clothes the grass of the field, which is alive tfoday and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how
much more will he clothe you—you of little faith! And do not keep striving for what you are to
eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep worrying. For it is the nations of the world that
strive after all these things, and your Father knows that you need them. Instead, strive for his king-
dom, and these things will be given to you as well.”
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Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
A litany of Healing

The Celebrant introduces the Litany with this bidding

Let us name before God those for whom we offer our prayers.
The People audibly name those for whom they are interceding. A Person appointed then leads the Litany
God the Father, your will for all people is health and salvation;

We praise you and thank you, O Lord.

God the Son, you came that we might have life, and might have it more abundantly;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.

God the Holy Spirit, you make our bodies the temple of your presence;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.

Holy Trinity, one God, in you we live and move and have our being;
We praise you and thank you, O Lord.

All you Holy Angels, Archangels, and bodiless powers of heaven;
Stand beside us to guide and guard us on our way.

Holy Mary, Mother of God;

Pray for us and the people of the world.

For all who grieve the death of family, friends, and citizens;

Give them courage and strength to meet the days ahead, O Lord, and the consolation of
your love.

Pour out your healing grace on all who are sick, injured, or disabled, that they may be made
whole;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Grant to all who seek your guidance, and to all who are afraid, anxious, or overwhelmed, a
knowledge of your will and an awareness of your presence;

Hear us, O Lord of life.
Give peace, courage, and hope to all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit;
Hear us, O Lord of life.

Restore to wholeness whatever is broken by human sin, in our lives, in our nation, and in the
world;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Bless physicians, nurses, and all others who minister to the sick and suffering, keep them safe
and healthy, and grant them wisdom and skill, sympathy, and patience;

Hear us, O Lord of life.
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Open our eyes to see that you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth and
that our life and death are with each other;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Give us compassion for those in need, patience in this fime of distress in our country, and love
for our neighbors;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

Let our hearts be not afraid;

Hear us, O Lord of life.

You are the Lord who does wonders:

You have declared your power among the peoples.
With you, O Lord, is the well of life:

And in your light we see light.

Let us pray:

A period of silence follows.

God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence and the hope you pro-
vide in times of uncertainty and loss. Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. Re-
vive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread,
share life, heal neighbors, bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. Wherever
and however we gather, unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, that we
and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Confession of Sin
The Celebrant says

Let us confess our sins fo God.
Silence may be kept.

Minister and People:

God of all mercy,

we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our lives.
We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves,
and in the world you have created.

We repent of the evil that enslaves us,

the evil we have done,

and the evil done on our behalf.

Forgive, restore, and strengthen us

through our Savior Jesus Christ,

that we may abide in your love

and serve only your will. Amen.

The Priest, stands and says
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of Jesus Christ,
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.
Amen.

5 April 29, 2026



Prayers for Healing

The minister may invite each person to give her or his name and any particular request for prayer.
The minister then prays silently, then prays aloud using one of the following forms or similar words.

| lay my hands upon you in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, praying you will be strength-

ened and filled with God's grace, that you may know the healing power of the Spirit. Amen.
After all are anointed

May the God who goes before you through desert places by night and by day be your com-

panion and guide; may your journey be with the saints; may the Holy Spirit be your strength,

and Christ your clothing of light, in whose name we pray. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

May God the Father bless us, God the Son heal us, God the Holy Spirit give us strength. May
God the holy and undivided Trinity guard our bodies, save our souls, and bring us safely to his
heavenly country; where he lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen.

Dismissal
Officiant Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
People Amen.
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Catherine of Siena

Catherine Benincasa was the youngest of twenty-five children of a dyer
of Siena. At six years of age, she had a remarkable vision that decided
her life's vocation. Walking home from a visit, she stopped on the road
and gazed upward, oblivious to everything around her. “l beheld our
Lord seated in glory with St. Peter, St. Paul, and St. John.” She went on
to say later that the Savior smiled on her and blessed her.

From then on, Catherine spent most of her time in prayer and
meditation, despite her mother’s attempts to force her to be like other
girls. To settle matters, Catherine cut off her hair, her chief beauty. Her
family harassed her continually; but in the end, convinced that she was
deaf to all opposition, her father let her do as she wished: close herself
away in a darkened room, fast, and sleep on boards. Eventually, she was
accepted as a third order Dominican postulant.

Catherine had numerous visions, and was also tried most severely

by temptations. Frequently, she felt totally abandoned by God. At last,
in 1366, the Savior appeared with Mary and the Heavenly Host, and
espoused her to himself, thus ending her years of lonely prayer and
struggle. She became a nurse, as Dominican tertiaries regularly did,
caring for patients with leprosy and cancer, whom other nurses disliked
to freat.

Opinion in Siena was sharply divided about whether she was a

saint or a fanatic, but when the Bishop of Capua was appointed as her
confessor, he helped her to win full support from the Dominican Mother
House. Catherine was a courageous worker in a time of severe plague.
She visited prisoners condemned to death, and she was constantly called
upon to arbitrate feuds and to prepare troubled sinners for confession.
During the great schism of the papacy, with rival popes in Rome

and Avignon, Catherine wrote tirelessly to princes, kings, and popes,
urging them to restore the unity of the church. She even went to Rome to
press further for the cause.

Besides her many letters to all manner of people, Catherine wrote a

Dialogue, a mystical work dictated in ecstasy. Exhausted and paralyzed,
she died at the age of thirty-three.

from Lesser Feasts and Fasts, 2024, page 210
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A Prayer for Migrant Ministries

Gracious God,
we give you thanks and all the glory
for abiding with us and blessing our ministries.
You walk us along paths of purpose;
You open portals of new opportunities before us;

Encourage our hearts,
to ensure a radiant and safe future for our newest neighbors,
who come from afar;

Inspire us
to create a beloved community with all who cross our paths.
We give thanks for the countless stories of small victories
and grand success

which are signs of your love and power working through us.

We thank you for the courage of all those who are compelled to migrate,

who strive to scale not just the high walls of life
but also and especially the higher walls of challenge.

Strengthen us to walk together with them
Be our continuing vision, O God,
Give us the hope of the immigrant,
the resolve of the wanderer,
and soften our hearts to their cries for justice.
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ,
our welcomer, our greeter, our host,
AMEN+
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STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION

The Reverend Hannah E. Atkins Romero, Rector April Sloan-Hubert, Co-Director
Rector@TrinityMidtown.org Pelayo Parlade, Co-Director
ext. 402 of the Trinity Jazz Ensemble

aprildst82@icloud.com
The Reverend Maria Teresa Bautista-Berrios,

Curate VOLUNTEER STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
Curofe@Tnan‘ry:E\)gj’rown.org Pat Laubach, Volunteer Coordinator
ext.

Volunteer@TrinityMidtown.org

i . . ext. 408
Tian Qin, Organist

Paul Mortilla, Choirmaster

: e ! Andréa Shiloh, Membership Secretary
Music@TrinityMidtown.org

Membership@TrinityMidtown.org

Ryan Mire, Parish Administrator
ParishAdministrator@TrinityMidtown.org
ext. 404

WEAPONS POLICY:
PURSUANT TO SECTION 30.05, PENAL CODE (CRIMINAL TRESPASS), A PERSON MAY
NOT ENTER THIS PROPERTY WITH A FIREARM.

PURSUANT TO SECTION 30.06, PENAL CODE (TRESPASS BY LICENSE HOLDER WITH
A CONCEALED HANDGUN), A PERSON LICENSED UNDER SUBCHAPTER H,
CHAPTER 411, GOVERNMENT CODE (HANDGUN LICENSING LAW), MAY NOT
ENTER THIS PROPERTY WITH A CONCEALED HANDGUN.

PURSUANT TO SECTION 30.07, PENAL CODE (TRESPASS BY LICENSE HOLDER WITH
AN OPENLY CARRIED HANDGUN), A PERSON LICENSED UNDER SUBCHAPTER H,
CHAPTER 411, GOVERNMENT CODE (HANDGUN LICENSING LAW), MAY NOT
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1015 Holman Street, Houston, Texas 77004
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