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WELCOME TO TRINITY CHURCH  
 

Welcome to Trinity Episcopal Church! We’re glad you chose to worship with us. We follow the 1979 
Book of Common Prayer (BCP) to guide our worship. In this leaflet, you’ll find everything you need to 
follow along printed.  

Whether you’ve been attending Trinity your whole life or this is your first time here, we invite you to 
participate in the service as fully as you feel comfortable doing.  

If you’re looking for a new church home, know that the Trinity family welcomes you. We would also 
appreciate your filling out a virtual visitors card, which can be accessed at this link: 

https://www.trinitymidtown.org/contact-card-page/  

For more information, please visit our website: 
www.trinitymidtown.org 

 

Live Stream. Please be advised that this service is live streamed through our Trinity Facebook Page 
and YouTube channels. By participating in the service, you are consenting to the broadcast of your 
image and voice and to the broadcast of the image and voice of your children who participate.  
 
Children 3yrs through 3rd grade Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Meets in room 112 at 9:30 a.m. and 

the children return to their parents at the passing of the peace.  
 

A SPECIAL WELCOME TO THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 

• Your children are welcome here at Trinity! First, please relax and enjoy your time here. We know 

that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don't feel embarrassed. 

• Each Sunday, your child may pick up a pew activity in the back of the church.  

• To make things easier for your family, dare to sit closer to the front where your child can see 

what's going on at the altar. Guide them in the liturgy and be models for them. Help them sing 

the hymns and encourage them to stand/sit when appropriate, say "Amen" and "Thanks be to 
God," and generally help them be a part of the service. The liturgy belongs to them too. 

• If you have to leave, hurry back! Jesus wants the children here, and we do too. If you need help, 

just ask. There are many here who are willing to lend you a hand. 

 

VESTRY 
Elisabeth Tsubai, Senior Warden 

Eric Beam, Junior Warden 
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Dana Gannon, Assistant Chancellor 
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LAY MINISTERS SERVING TODAY 
 

Lector:          Yoko Takahashi 
Prayers:         David Marsh 
LEMs:            Joanne Starbuck, Ron Starbuck 
Acolytes:       S. Chambers, G. Chambers, L. Chambers, D. Bearup, Z. Hopson 
Ushers:           Ben Blanding, Larry Laubach, Will Sager, Kerry Ward 
Verger:          Alex Bruton 
Vestry of the Day: Ben Blanding 
Altar Guild:    Alex Bruton, Amanda Talaat, Gregg Harrack 
Audio Visual: Daniel Romero Atkins 
 

The High Altar flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 
and in celebration of Mike and Vickey Mullally’s 

45th wedding anniversary 
by Sara Mullally Broussard 



 

 The Third Sunday of Easter                                                  

HOLY EUCHARIST RITE II 
10:30 a.m.  Historic Church 

 

Please enter in a spirit of prayerful contemplation. 
 

 

VOLUNTARY 
 
CHORAL INTROIT     

The Liturgy of the Word 
 

 

Please stand as able. 
  

HYMN IN PROCESSION 432                   O praise ye the Lord!             Laudate Dominum 
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THE OPENING ACCLAMATION            BCP,  page 355 

  Officiant    Alleluia. Christ is risen.  

  People The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.  

 

THE COLLECT FOR PURITY                         BCP,  page 355 

   Celebrant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you 
  no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of 
  your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your 
  holy Name; through Christ our Lord.   
   People  Amen. 

 

CANTICLE   S18     Pascha nostrum                                                      John Stainer (1840 - 1901) 
Alleluia is sung by the congregation and choir.  

The verses are sung by the choir. 

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; 

Therefore let us keep the feast. 
         

Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, 

but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. 
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Christ being raised from the dead will never die again;* 
death no longer has dominion over him. 
 

The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; 
but the life he lives, he lives to God. 
                  

So also consider yourselves dead to sin, 
and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Christ being raised from the dead, 
the first-fruits of them who have fallen asleep. 

 
 For since by a man came death, 
 by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.  

               

For as in Adam all die, 
so also in Christ shall all be made alive.  

 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY 
  Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
  People And also with you. 

  Celebrant Let us pray. 
 O God, whose blessed Son made himself known to his disciples in the 

breaking of bread: Open the eyes of our faith, that we may behold him in 
all his redeeming work; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Ho-
ly Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

THE FIRST LESSON                                                                                         Acts 2: 14a, 36-41 

Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd, “Let the 
entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord and 
Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.” Now when they heard this, they were cut to 
the heart and said to Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we 
do?” Peter said to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, every-
one whom the Lord our God calls to him.” And he testified with many other argu-
ments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves from this corrupt generation.” So 
those who welcomed his message were baptized, and that day about three thou-
sand persons were added.   

     Lector       The Word of the Lord. 
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     People   Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM 116: 1-3, 10-17          Dilexi, quoniam              Herbert Howells (1892-1983) 
The choir sings the antiphon; the congregation repeats it. 

1  I love the Lord, because he has heard the voice of my supplication, * 
 because he has inclined his ear to me whenever I called upon him. 

2  The cords of death entangled me; the grip of the grave took hold of me; * 
 I came to grief and sorrow. 

3  Then I called upon the Name of the Lord: * 
 "O Lord, I pray you, save my life." 

10 How shall I repay the Lord * 
 for all the good things he has done for me?             Antiphon 

12 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * 
 in the presence of all his people. 

13 Precious in the sight of the Lord * 
 is the death of his servants. 

14 O Lord, I am your servant; * 
 I am your servant and the child of your handmaid; 
 you have freed me from my bonds. 

15 I will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving * 
 and call upon the Name of the Lord.               Antiphon 

16 I will fulfill my vows to the Lord * 
 in the presence of all his people, 

17 In the courts of the Lord's house, * 
 inthe midst of you, O Jerusalem. Hallelujah!             Antiphon 

 

THE SECOND LESSON                                                                                                   1 Peter 1: 17-23 

If you invoke as Father the one who judges all people impartially according to their 
deeds, live in reverent fear during the time of your exile. You know that you were ran-
somed from the futile ways inherited from your ancestors, not with perishable things 
like silver or gold, but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without de-
fect or blemish. He was destined before the foundation of the world, but was re-
vealed at the end of the ages for your sake. Through him you have come to trust in 
God, who raised him from the dead and gave him glory, so that your faith and hope 
are set on God. 

Now that you have purified your souls by your obedience to the truth so that you 
have genuine mutual love, love one another deeply from the heart. You have been 
born anew, not of perishable but of imperishable seed, through the living and endur-
ing word of God. 

     Reader The Word of the Lord. 
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     People Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand as able. 

HYMN AT THE SEQUENCE 294    Baptized in water, sealed by the Spirit                     Point Loma 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                                Luke 24: 13-35 
 

Officiant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 
  People      Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Now on that same day two of Jesus' disciples were going to a village called Emmaus, 
about seven miles from Jerusalem, and talking with each other about all these things 
that had happened. While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near 
and went with them, but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. And he said to 
them, “What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?” They stood 
still, looking sad. Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered him, “Are 
you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that have taken 
place there in these days?” He asked them, “What things?” They replied, “The things 
about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God 
and all the people, and how our chief priests and leaders handed him over to be con-
demned to death and crucified him. But we had hoped that he was the one to re-
deem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since these things took 
place. Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They were at the tomb 
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early this morning, and when they did not find his body there, they came back and 
told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said that he was alive. Some 
of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said; 
but they did not see him.” Then he said to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and how 
slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared! Was it not necessary 
that the Messiah should suffer these things and then enter into his glory?” Then begin-
ning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them the things about himself 
in all the scriptures. 

As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if he 
were going on. But they urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with us, because it is almost 
evening and the day is now nearly over.” So he went in to stay with them. When he 
was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them. 
Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished from their 
sight. They said to each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he was 
talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?” That same hour 
they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven and their com-
panions gathered together. They were saying, “The Lord has risen indeed, and he has 
appeared to Simon!” Then they told what had happened on the road, and how he 
had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 

  Officiant  The Gospel of the Lord. 
  People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Please be seated. 
 

SERMON                  The Reverend Maria Teresa Bautista-Berrios, Curate 
 

Please stand as able. 

NICENE CREED  
 

   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

         maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

   We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

         the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 

         God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

         begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father. 

         Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: 

         by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

    and was made man. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  

    he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

    and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

   We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

      who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

      With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

      He has spoken through the Prophets. 

      We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

      We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

      We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE FOR EARTH DAY                                   
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Blessed God, whose love calls the whole creation into covenant with you, and who puts in 
our hands responsibility for the care of the earth and its creatures: we pray for all to whom 
you have given life and being, saying, “Merciful God, keep your planet and people in 
peace.” 

 
For the well-being of the earth; for its resources of water, air, light, and soil, that they may 
be tended for the good of all creatures, we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

 
For the waters of the earth; for their careful use and conservation, that we may have the 
will and the ability to keep them clean and pure, we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

 
For the mineral and energy resources of the planet, that we may learn sustainable con-
sumption and sound care of the environment from which they come, we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

 

For the animals of the earth, wild and domestic, large and very small, that they may know 
the harmony of relationship that sustains all life, we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

 
For the creatures of the earth who do us harm and those whose place in your creation we 
do not understand or welcome, that we may see them as beloved creatures of God, we 
pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

 
For all who shape public policies affecting the planet and its creatures, especially Donald, 
the president; Greg, the governor; Lina, the county judge; John, the mayor; and the legis-
latures and courts, that they may consider wisely the well-being of all who come after us, 
we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

 
We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life, especially for Dale, Catherine, Vic, Eric, 
Jason, Charles, and Ann, as they celebrate their birthdays:  
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

For all those engaged in conservation, in agriculture and ranching, in aquaculture and 
fishing, in mining and industry, and in forestry and timber-harvesting, that the health, fruit-
fulness, and beauty of the natural world may be sustained alongside human activity, we 
pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

 
For the creatures and the human beings of your world who are ill, or in danger, pain, or 
special need especially Edith, Christopher, Jonathan, Jim, Kathleen, Kenzo, Joyce, Frazer, 
Elizabeth, Anita, Anadeli, Jane, Gentry, Diane, Katie, Dalia, Garrett, Dave, MiMi, Cathe-
rine, Kaitlin, Cooper, Marianne, the Lohmeyer family, Kaydence, Sarah, Scott, Emma, and 
for all who suffer from the unjust, violent, or wasteful use of the earth’s resources or their 
devastation by war, that all may one day live in communities of justice and peace, we 
pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

 
For the gifts of science and technology and for those who practice these skills, that they 
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may be wise, visionary, and compassionate in their work, we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

 
For those who have died, especially Janson Lohmeyer, the victims of war and famine in 
Ukraine, Sudan, Lebanon, Iran, and Palestine, the victims of violence in US cities, and all 
victims of gun violence. For the creatures and the people of the earth whose lives and 
deaths have contributed to the fruitful abundance of this planet, we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

 
The Celebrant concludes the Prayers with this collect. 

Gracious God: Grant that your people may have in them the same mind that was in 

Christ Jesus, and guide us into harmony of relationship through loving-kindness and the 

wise use of all that you have given; for you are drawing all things into communion with 

you and with each other by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

The children who attended Catechesis of the Good Shepherd will return  
at this point so that they can participate with their families in the Holy Communion 

 

Please stand as able. 

THE PEACE 
  Celebrant     The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
  People        And also with you. 
 

Then the Ministers and People may greet one another in the Name of the Lord. 
Please be seated.   

BLESSING OF THE CHILDREN     
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Please see our complete announcements and the Weekly Window at the end of this bulletin. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
Please be seated 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
Let us with gladness present the offerings and oblations of our life and labor to the Lord. 
 

Please participate as able in the collection of an offering to help Trinity Church sustain our mission 

and ministry. For those who are unable to give monetarily, or have given online, we have made 

reusable wooden coins available so that all might participate in the spiritual practice of giving 

and contributing in a visible, inclusive way. A dollar, an offering coin, or more helps ignite the spirit 

of generosity in children and adults alike. 
 

OFFERING 
Online Giving  is available.  
Go to www.trinitymidtown.org and click the “Give” button on the top right, or click: 
https://onrealm.org/TrinityMidtown/-/form/give/now    or scan this QR code: 
 

Texting. Send the message heartofmidtown to 73256. Be sure to type  
heartofmidtown with no spaces, or autocorrect may insert information about 
a different church. The prompt will ask for a credit card number which can 
be kept on file for future contribution. 
 

OFFERTORY                                             Psalm 116: 1-2               Heinrich Schütz (1585-1672)           
 

Das ist mir lieb, daß der Herr mein Stimm und Flehen höret, 

daß er sein Ohre zu mir neiget ; 

darum will ich ihn mein Leben lang anrufen 

  

I love the Lord, because he has heard 

my voice and my pleas for mercy. 

Because he inclined his ear to me, 

therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 

https://onrealm.org/TrinityMidtown/-/form/give/now
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Please stand as able. 

HYMN AT THE PRESENTATION  400 stanza 7                                                Lasst uns erfreuen  
 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING   Eucharistic Prayer B 
 
SURSUM CORDA S120 
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The Celebrant proceeds 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Fa-
ther Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth,  
 
But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken 
away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life 
again he has won for us everlasting life. 
 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS  S128              William Mathias (b. 1934) 

 

Please stand or kneel, as able. 
The Celebrant continues 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known 
to us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through 
the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last 
days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer 
of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before 
you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of 
death into life. 
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On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is 
my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 
for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the                   
remembrance of me.” 
 

Therefore, according to his command, O Father: 
 

 We remember his death, 

 We proclaim his resurrection, 

 We await his coming in glory; 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine.  
 
We pray  you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be 
the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your 
Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Ho-
ly Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to 
that heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage 
of your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the 
head of the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
 

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, 
Almighty God, now and for ever.   
AMEN. 
 

The Celebrant then continues 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Celebrant and People 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

 And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever. Amen. 
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FRACTION ANTHEM                                                                                                 Paul Mortilla 

 

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION 
  Celebrant     The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 
AGNUS DEI                                                                       Ben Tallcott 
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
 

 Please come forward to receive communion from a priest in front of the altar. All 

are welcome to come participate in Holy Communion. If for any reason you prefer 

not to receive communion, please cross your arms across your chest for a blessing.   

 

Our tradition is to receive both bread and wine, sharing in the common cup. Please 

assist the chalice bearer by guiding the cup to your lips, or you may “intinct” by dip-
ping the wafer into the chalice. If you prefer, you may also receive the bread only: 

After consuming the wafer, simply cross your arms over your chest to indicate that 

you do not wish to receive the wine.   

 

We offer a gluten-free bread option for those with dietary re-

strictions who wish to receive communion. To receive a gluten free 

wafer, please clasp your hands with palms facing each other 

when the priest administering the bread approaches you. 

 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

The Prayer for Spiritual Communion is prayed by those at home unable to partake 

of communion in person 
 

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where 
your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, we long to offer you praise and 
thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for 
us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory. 
We believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since we cannot at 
this time receive communion, we pray you to come into our hearts. We unite our-
selves with you and embrace you with all our hearts, our souls, and our minds. Let 
nothing separate us from you; let us serve you in this life until, by your grace, we come 
to your glorious kingdom and unending peace.  Amen. 
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COMMUNION HYMN 306  Come, risen Lord, and deign to be our guest           Sursum Corda 

 
The Celebrant distributes a communion kit saying, 

 

   Celebrant On behalf of God and Trinity Parish, we send forth these holy gifts  
  that Dick, Winnie, and all those who will be visited may share with us in the 
  communion of Christ’s Body and Blood.  Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
Please kneel or stand as able. 

Celebrant and People 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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THE  BLESSING 
The priest blesses the people, saying 
 

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the resurrec-
tion of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen. 
 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of life, 
make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever. Amen. 
 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom in the 
Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance. Amen. 
 

And may the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, and of Jesus Christ born of our 
sister Mary, and of the Holy Spirit, who broods over the world as a mother over children, be 
upon you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

 

Please stand as able 

HYMN IN PROCESSION 180                  He is risen, he is risen!                       Unser Herrscher 
(on page 20) 
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Please stand as able 

HYMN IN PROCESSION 180                  He is risen, he is risen!                       Unser Herrscher 

 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
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  Officiant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia! 
  People Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
VOLUNTARY                                      

 
Those who wish to listen to the closing Voluntary  

are invited to come and sit in the Choir. 

 
Thank you for worshipping with us this morning.  

 

Service music printed from The Hymnal ©1982, 

Church Pension Fund.  Used by permission.   

Additional licensing from OneLicense.net #A-705504. 
 

 

Flower dedications are available on April 26, May 3, and 10 (Mothers Day). 

Make your Flower Dedications Online at trinitymidtown.org 

or scan this QR code 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

We want to thank Mary Johns for hosting coffee hour this morning. 
 

Please note that April 26, May 3, 17  are open  

to host (part/all) coffee hour. 
 

To sign up, please scan the QR code or contact Jamie Chambers: 

 jamielynnchambers@hotmail.com or call/text at 832-370-7155  

if you need assistance.  

Thank you 

 

 

 

 

http://trinitymidtown.org
mailto:jamielynnchambers@hotmail.com
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Why is there no General Confession in Easter? 

Explanation by St. George’s Church in Ontario, Canada 

 
You may have noticed that the Confession – the part of the service where we collec-
tively acknowledge that we make mistakes, that we hurt others, that we carry around 
guilt and doubt and regret, and then we receive God’s forgiveness and assurance of 
healing – is absent during the Easter season. For some, this will feel like a major omis-
sion. Human beings are adept at weighing down our lives with feelings of powerless-
ness and inadequacy, anxiety for our shortcomings, gaping wounds of anger and hurt 
for how our relationships have been broken. This time in our worship to take stock, to 
lay down those burdens before God and to be reminded of God’s faithfulness to, and 
love for, us can help many to feel lighter, freer, refreshed. 
 
However, it is the tradition of the ancient church that the Confession is omitted during 
the season of Easter. It is not that Christians miraculously become perfect people dur-
ing the seven weeks of Easter and therefore have no need of repentance and absolu-
tion. Instead, it is perhaps more appropriate to think of Easter as a rehearsal, a practic-
ing of what a right relationship with God and one another actually looks like. 
 
Whereas Lent is a time for honest and probing self-reflection, intentionality and care in 
how we use our time and resources, sparseness and restraint, Easter is a time for cele-
bration, celebration of the fullness of God’s kingdom, of a reality in which each of us 
lives in the light and love of God and reflects that light and love in our relationships 
with one another. In the fullness of God’s Kingdom, we are free from the past broken-
ness and pain of our lives and our relationships are whole and life-giving. In the fullness 
of God’s Kingdom, talk of sin and forgiveness no longer have a place, because we are 
healed. 
 
We are not there yet. Brokenness and fragility are part of our story. We still look forward 
to the time when the promises of new life and healing offered on that first Easter morn-
ing will be fully realized. And some of us might continue to bring heavy hearts to wor-
ship through Easter. Individuals are encouraged to offer before God in prayer any con-
fessions, any needs, any worries, regardless of whether it is Easter or not. However, 
our collective prayer changes at Easter in order that we might, as a community, tell 
this part of our story: Christ is risen! And we have glimpsed the Kingdom of God, where 
every tear is wiped away, where all hearts are mended, where we join with all of crea-
tion in receiving and sharing the good gifts God gives us. 
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