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The Word of God  
Presider: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the   

  communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

People: And also with you.  

Presider: Let us pray.  
 

After a period of silence, the Minister then says the following Collects. 

Gracious God, we commend to your loving care all who suffer, especially those who come 

here seeking your healing grace for themselves and for others. Give them patience and 

hope in their distress; strengthen and uphold them in mind and body; and grant, by your in-

tervention, that all your people may be made whole according to your desire, through Jesus 

Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen  
 

Direct your Church, O Lord, into the beauty of holiness, that, following the good example of 

your servant Dunstan, we may honor your Son Jesus Christ with our lips and in our lives; to the 

glory of his Name, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 

ever.  Amen. 
 

First Lesson 
Exodus 25: 31-40 

You shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The base and the shaft of the lampstand shall be 

made of hammered work; its cups, its calyxes, and its petals shall be of one piece with it; and 

there shall be six branches going out of its sides, three branches of the lampstand out of one 

side of it and three branches of the lampstand out of the other side of it; three cups shaped 

like almond blossoms, each with calyx and petals, on one branch, and three cups shaped 

like almond blossoms, each with calyx and petals, on the other branch—so for the six branch-

es going out of the lampstand. On the lampstand itself there shall be four cups shaped like 

almond blossoms, each with its calyxes and petals. There shall be a calyx of one piece with it 

under the first pair of branches, a calyx of one piece with it under the next pair of branches, 

and a calyx of one piece with it under the last pair of branches—so for the six branches that 

go out of the lampstand. Their calyxes and their branches shall be of one piece with it, the 

whole of it one hammered piece of pure gold. You shall make the seven lamps for it; and the 

lamps shall be set up so as to give light on the space in front of it. Its snuffers and trays shall be 

of pure gold. It, and all these utensils, shall be made from a talent of pure gold. And see that 

you make them according to the pattern for them, which is being shown you on the moun-

tain.    
 

Psalm 57: 6-11 
6 Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God, * 

       and your glory over all the earth. 
7 My heart is firmly fixed, O God, my heart is fixed; * 

       I will sing and make melody. 
8 Wake up, my spirit; awake, lute and harp; * 

       I myself will waken the dawn. 
9 I will confess you among the peoples, O Lord; * 
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       I will sing praise to you among the nations. 
10 For your loving-kindness is greater than the heavens, * 

       and your faithfulness reaches to the clouds. 
11 Exalt yourself above the heavens, O God, * 

       and your glory over all the earth.  

 

Second Lesson 
Hebrews 7: 1-17 

This “King Melchizedek of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham as he was return-

ing from defeating the kings and blessed him”; and to him Abraham apportioned “one-tenth 

of everything.” His name, in the first place, means “king of righteousness”; next he is also king of 

Salem, that is, “king of peace.” Without father, without mother, without genealogy, having nei-

ther beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling the Son of God, he remains a priest for-

ever. See how great he is! Even Abraham the patriarch gave him a tenth of the spoils. And 

those descendants of Levi who receive the priestly office have a commandment in the law to 

collect tithes from the people, that is, from their kindred, though these also are descended 

from Abraham. But this man, who does not belong to their ancestry, collected tithes from 

Abraham and blessed him who had received the promises. It is beyond dispute that the inferi-

or is blessed by the superior. In the one case, tithes are received by those who are mortal; in 

the other, by one of whom it is testified that he lives. One might even say that Levi himself, who 

receives tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, for he was still in the loins of his ancestor when 

Melchizedek met him. 

Now if perfection had been attainable through the levitical priesthood—for the people re-

ceived the law under this priesthood—what further need would there have been to speak of 

another priest arising according to the order of Melchizedek, rather than one according to the 

order of Aaron? For when there is a change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in 

the law as well. Now the one of whom these things are spoken belonged to another tribe, from 

which no one has ever served at the altar. For it is evident that our Lord was descended from 

Judah, and in connection with that tribe Moses said nothing about priests. It is even more obvi-

ous when another priest arises, resembling Melchizedek, one who has become a priest, not 

through a legal requirement concerning physical descent, but through the power of an inde-

structible life. For it is attested of him, “You are a priest forever, according to the order of Mel-

chizedek.” 
 

The Gospel 
Matthew 24: 42-47 
 Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand 

this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 

would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you al-

so must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour. “Who then is the faith-

ful and wise slave, whom his master has put in charge of his household, to give the other slaves 

their allowance of food at the proper time? Blessed is that slave whom his master will find at 

work when he arrives. Truly I tell you, he will put that one in charge of all his possessions.  
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A Litany of Healing  

The Celebrant introduces the Litany with this bidding  

Let us name before God those for whom we offer our prayers.  

The People audibly name those for whom they are interceding. A Person appointed then leads the Litany 

God the Father, your will for all people is health and salvation; 

We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 

God the Son, you came that we might have life, and might have it more abundantly; 

We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 

God the Holy Spirit, you make our bodies the temple of your presence; 

We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 

Holy Trinity, one God, in you we live and move and have our being; 

We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 

All you Holy Angels, Archangels, and bodiless powers of heaven; 

Stand beside us to guide and guard us on our way. 

Holy Mary, Mother of God; 

Pray for us and the people of the world. 

For all who grieve the death of family, friends, and citizens; 

Give them courage and strength to meet the days ahead, O Lord, and the consolation of 

your love. 

Pour out your healing grace on all who are sick, injured, or disabled, that they may be made 

whole; 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Grant to all who seek your guidance, and to all who are afraid, anxious, or overwhelmed, a 

knowledge of your will and an awareness of your presence; 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Give peace, courage, and hope to all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Restore to wholeness whatever is broken by human sin, in our lives, in our nation, and in the 

world; 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Bless physicians, nurses, and all others who minister to the sick and suffering, keep them safe 

and healthy, and grant them wisdom and skill, sympathy, and patience; 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Open our eyes to see that you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth and that 

our life and death are with each other; 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 
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Give us compassion for those in need, patience in this time of distress in our country, and love 

for our neighbors; 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Let our hearts be not afraid; 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 

You are the Lord who does wonders: 

You have declared your power among the peoples. 

With you, O Lord, is the well of life: 

And in your light we see light. 

Let us pray: 

A period of silence follows. 

God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence and the hope you pro-

vide in times of uncertainty and loss. Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. Re-

vive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, 

share life, heal neighbors, bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. Wherever 

and however we gather, unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, that we 

and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Prayers for Healing 
The minister may invite each person to give her or his name and any particular request for prayer. The minister then prays silently, 

then prays aloud using one of the following forms or similar words.  

 

I lay my hands upon you in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, praying you will be strength-

ened and filled with God’s grace, that you may know the healing power of the Spirit. Amen.  

After all are anointed  

May the God who goes before you through desert places by night and by day be your com-

panion and guide; may your journey be with the saints; may the Holy Spirit be your strength, 

and Christ your clothing of light, in whose name we pray. Amen.  

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 

    thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

   

Blessing 
May God the Father bless us, God the Son heal us, God the Holy Spirit give us strength. May 

God the holy and undivided Trinity guard our bodies, save our souls, and bring us safely to his 

heavenly country; where he lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 
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Dismissal  
 

  Officiant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

  People  Amen. 
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MAY 19: DUNSTAN, Archbishop of Canterbury, 988  
 

In the ninth century, under King Alfred the Great, England had achieved considerable mili-

tary, political, cultural, and even some ecclesiastical recovery from the Viking invasions. It 

was not until the following century, however, that there was a revival of monasticism and 

spirituality. In that, the leading figure was Dunstan.  

 

Dunstan was born about 909 into a family with royal connections. He became a monk and, 

in 943, was made Abbot of Glastonbury. During a year-long political exile in Flanders, he en-

countered the vigorous currents of the Benedictine monastic revival. King Edgar recalled 

Dunstan to England in 957, appointed him Bishop of Worcester, then of London; and, in 960, 

named him Archbishop of Canterbury. Together with his former pupils, Bishops Aethelwold of 

Winchester and Oswald of Worcester (later of York), Dunstan was a leader of the English 

church. All three have been described as “contemplatives in action”—bringing the fruits of 

their monastic prayer life to the immediate concerns of church and state. They sought bet-

ter education and discipline among the clergy, the end of landed family interest in the 

church, the restoration of former monasteries and the establishment of new ones, a revival 

of monastic life for women, and a more elaborate and carefully ordered liturgical worship.  

 

This reform movement was set forth in the “Monastic Agreement,” a common code for Eng-

lish monasteries drawn up by Aethelwold about 970, primarily under the inspiration of Dun-

stan. It called for continual intercession for the royal house, and emphasized the close tie 

between the monasteries and the crown.  

 

The long-term effects of this tenth-century reform resulted in the retention of two peculiarly 

English institutions: the “monastic cathedral,” and the Celtic pattern of “monk-bishops.”  

 

Dunstan is also reputed to have been an expert craftsman. His name is especially associat-

ed with the working of metals and the casting of bells, and he was regarded as the patron 

saint of those crafts. He died at Canterbury in 988.  

 

from Lesser Feasts and Fasts 2018, page 281 
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 Why is there no General Confession in Easter? 

Explanation by St. George’s Church in Ontario, Canada 

 

You may have noticed that the Confession – the part of the service where we collectively 

acknowledge that we make mistakes, that we hurt others, that we carry around guilt and 

doubt and regret, and then we receive God’s forgiveness and assurance of healing – is ab-

sent during the Easter season. For some, this will feel like a major omission. Human beings are 

adept at weighing down our lives with feelings of powerlessness and inadequacy, anxiety 

for our shortcomings, gaping wounds of anger and hurt for how our relationships have been 

broken. This time in our worship to take stock, to lay down those burdens before God and to 

be reminded of God’s faithfulness to, and love for, us can help many to feel lighter, freer, 

refreshed. 

 

However, it is the tradition of the ancient church that the Confession is omitted during the 

season of Easter. It is not that Christians miraculously become perfect people during the sev-

en weeks of Easter and therefore have no need of repentance and absolution. Instead, it is 

perhaps more appropriate to think of Easter as a rehearsal, a practicing of what a right rela-

tionship with God and one another actually looks like. 

 

Whereas Lent is a time for honest and probing self-reflection, intentionality and care in how 

we use our time and resources, sparseness and restraint, Easter is a time for celebration, cel-

ebration of the fullness of God’s kingdom, of a reality in which each of us lives in the light 

and love of God and reflects that light and love in our relationships with one another. In the 

fullness of God’s Kingdom, we are free from the past brokenness and pain of our lives and 

our relationships are whole and life-giving. In the fullness of God’s Kingdom, talk of sin and 

forgiveness no longer have a place, because we are healed. 

 

We are not there yet. Brokenness and fragility are part of our story. We still look forward to 

the time when the promises of new life and healing offered on that first Easter morning will 

be fully realized. And some of us might continue to bring heavy hearts to worship through 

Easter. Individuals are encouraged to offer before God in prayer any confessions, any 

needs, any worries, regardless of whether it is Easter or not. However, our collective prayer 

changes at Easter in order that we might, as a community, tell this part of our story: Christ is 

risen! And we have glimpsed the Kingdom of God, where every tear is wiped away, where 

all hearts are mended, where we join with all of creation in receiving and sharing the good 

gifts God gives us. 



                                                                                                    11                                                         May 19,  2021 

 

A HISTORY OF TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH    
 

Trinity Episcopal Church of Houston has existed as a house of worship and a center of its 

community for over a century. As such, it has adapted to the changing nature of the city, 

as Houston grew from a regional town of approximately 40,000 souls to a dynamic metro-

politan giant, the fourth largest city in the United States. With a congregation that grew 

from a few founding members in the 1890s to several thousand parishioners at its peak, 

Trinity Church is an example of how spiritual people have contended with the challenges 

presented during a city's most crucial period of urban development. 
 

Founded in 1893 as a mission of Christ Church, Houston’s first Episcopal church, Trinity lo-

cated southwest of downtown. After a quarter of a century of existence in wooden build-

ings, Trinity parish built its present imposing structure (1917 - 1921) in Houston's South End, at 

the corner of Main Street and Holman Avenue. That structure, designed by Ralph Adams 

Cram of Boston and William Ward Watkin of Houston became an architectural landmark 

constructed in the neo-Gothic style with Texas limestone and a 97 foot bell tower. 
 

During the late 1910s and 1920s, Trinity entered an era of explosive growth, paralleling that 

of the city, and became an important center of the Episcopal faith.  The congregation's 

many youth and adult activities were community events that attracted wide attention 

among the general populace. An integral part of its city, Trinity likewise maintained spe-

cial relationships with Houstonians of other faiths. With a membership numbering 1,900 pa-

rishioners in 1930, Trinity emerged as the largest Episcopal parish in the Diocese of Texas 

and one of the largest in the nation. 
 

After World War II, Houston's growth presented Trinity with perhaps its greatest challenge. 

As the city physically expanded into the new postwar suburbs, Trinity's membership began 

to decline. Rather than abandon its historic location, the congregation showed itself to be 

steadfast. Resurrecting itself from this period, Trinity reaffirmed its mission, this time as a 

beacon in the inner city where it has become a leading institution in the heart of Houston, 

determined to enhance the quality of urban life for everyone.  

 

While our neighborhood has gone through many changes, the parish has remained 

steadfast, and actively ministers to a diverse congregation and to the poor in its midst.  As 

the Midtown Houston neighborhood began redeveloping, starting in the early 2000s, Trinity 

Church has rededicated itself to its spiritual mission, and has become an active part of the 

Midtown area for music and other creative art expressions. 



 

Trinity Episcopal Church 

1015 Holman Street, Houston, Texas 77004 

Phone 713.528.4100  Fax 713.942.0117  

www.TrinityMidtown.org 

WEAPONS POLICY: 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 30.06, PENAL CODE (TRESPASS BY LICENSE HOLDER WITH  

A CONCEALED HANDGUN), A PERSON LICENSED UNDER SUBCHAPTER H,  

CHAPTER 411, GOVERNMENT CODE (HANDGUN LICENSING LAW), MAY NOT  

ENTER THIS PROPERTY WITH A CONCEALED HANDGUN.   

 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 30.07, PENAL CODE (TRESPASS BY LICENSE HOLDER WITH  

AN OPENLY CARRIED HANDGUN), A PERSON LICENSED UNDER SUBCHAPTER H,  

CHAPTER 411, GOVERNMENT CODE (HANDGUN LICENSING LAW), MAY NOT  

ENTER THIS PROPERTY WITH A HANDGUN THAT IS CARRIED OPENLY.   

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

The Reverend Hannah E. Atkins Romero, Rector 

   Rector@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 13 
 

The Reverend Canon Dr. Henry Atkins,  

Theologian in Residence 

hleeatkins@aol.com 
 

The Reverend Luz Cabrera Montes, Curate 

Curate@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 17 
 

Collin Boothby, Organist and Choirmaster 

Music@TrinityMidtown.org 

Connections@TrinityMidtown.org 

 ext. 21 
 

Ryan Mire, Front Office Manager 

FrontOffice@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 10 

April Sloan-Hubert, Co-Director  

Pelayo Parlade, Co-Director 

of the Trinity Jazz Ensemble 

aprildst82@icloud.com 
 

Fabian Berrios, Youth Missioner 

Youth@TrinityMidtown.org 
 

VOLUNTEER STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Pat Laubach, Volunteer Coordinator 

Volunteer@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 22 
 

Carol Turley, Membership Secretary 

Membership@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 18 
 

 

 


