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A Public Service of Healing 
 

The Evening before Ascension Day 

May 12, 2021 

The Word of God  
Presider: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the   

  communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all. 

People: And also with you.  

Presider: Let us pray.  
 

After a period of silence, the Minister then says the following Collects. 

Gracious God, we commend to your loving care all who suffer, especially those who come 

here seeking your healing grace for themselves and for others. Give them patience and 

hope in their distress; strengthen and uphold them in mind and body; and grant, by your in-

tervention, that all your people may be made whole according to your desire, through Jesus 

Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen  
 

Almighty God, whose blessed Son our Savior Jesus Christ ascended far above all heavens 

that he might fill all things: Mercifully give us faith to perceive that, according to his promise, 

he abides with his Church on earth, even to the end of the ages; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 

First Lesson 
Acts 1: 1-11 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 

until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit 

to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them 

by many convincing proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the 

kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to 

wait there for the promise of the Father. "This," he said, "is what you have heard from me; for 

John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 

now." 

So when they had come together, they asked him, "Lord, is this the time when you will restore 

the kingdom to Israel?" He replied, "It is not for you to know the times or periods that the Fa-

ther has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 

upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the 

ends of the earth." When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a 

cloud took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up toward heav-

en, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, "Men of Galilee, why do you 

stand looking up toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, 

will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven." 
 

Psalm 47 

1   Clap your hands, all you peoples; * 

 shout to God with a cry of joy. 

2   For the Lord Most High is to be feared; * 

 he is the great King over all the earth. 

3   He subdues the peoples under us, * 
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 and the nations under our feet. 

4   He chooses our inheritance for us, * 

 the pride of Jacob whom he loves. 

5   God has gone up with a shout, * 

 the Lord with the sound of the ram's-horn. 

6   Sing praises to God, sing praises; * 

 sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

7   For God is King of all the earth; * 

 sing praises with all your skill. 

8   God reigns over the nations; * 

 God sits upon his holy throne. 

9   The nobles of the peoples have gathered together * 

 with the people of the God of Abraham. 

10  The rulers of the earth belong to God, * 

 and he is highly exalted. 

Second Lesson 
Ephesians 1: 15-23 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this rea-

son I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as 

you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is 

the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the 

saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to 

the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from 

the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and au-

thority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age 

but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the 

head over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.  
 

The Gospel 
Luke 24: 44-53 
 Jesus said to his disciples, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you-- that 

everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be ful-

filled." Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, "Thus it is 

written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that re-

pentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father 

promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high." 

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he 

was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they wor-

shiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the temple 

blessing God. 
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A Litany of Healing  

The Celebrant introduces the Litany with this bidding  

Let us name before God those for whom we offer our prayers.  

The People audibly name those for whom they are interceding. A Person appointed then leads the Litany 

God the Father, your will for all people is health and salvation; 

We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 

God the Son, you came that we might have life, and might have it more abundantly; 

We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 

God the Holy Spirit, you make our bodies the temple of your presence; 

We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 

Holy Trinity, one God, in you we live and move and have our being; 

We praise you and thank you, O Lord. 

All you Holy Angels, Archangels, and bodiless powers of heaven; 

Stand beside us to guide and guard us on our way. 

 

Holy Mary, Mother of God; 

Pray for us and the people of the world. 

For all who grieve the death of family, friends, and citizens; 

Give them courage and strength to meet the days ahead, O Lord, and the consolation of 

your love. 

Pour out your healing grace on all who are sick, injured, or disabled, that they may be made 

whole; 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Grant to all who seek your guidance, and to all who are afraid, anxious, or overwhelmed, a 

knowledge of your will and an awareness of your presence; 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Give peace, courage, and hope to all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Restore to wholeness whatever is broken by human sin, in our lives, in our nation, and in the 

world; 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Bless physicians, nurses, and all others who minister to the sick and suffering, keep them safe 

and healthy, and grant them wisdom and skill, sympathy, and patience; 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 
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Open our eyes to see that you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth and 

that our life and death are with each other; 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Give us compassion for those in need, patience in this time of distress in our country, and love 

for our neighbors; 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 

Let our hearts be not afraid; 

Hear us, O Lord of life. 

You are the Lord who does wonders: 

You have declared your power among the peoples. 

With you, O Lord, is the well of life: 

And in your light we see light. 

Let us pray: 

A period of silence follows. 

God of all power and love, we give thanks for your unfailing presence and the hope you pro-

vide in times of uncertainty and loss. Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. Re-

vive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: a people who pray, worship, learn, break bread, 

share life, heal neighbors, bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. Wherever 

and however we gather, unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, that we 

and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Prayers for Healing 
The minister may invite each person to give her or his name and any particular request for prayer. The minister then prays silently, 

then prays aloud using one of the following forms or similar words.  

 

I lay my hands upon you in the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, praying you will be strength-

ened and filled with God’s grace, that you may know the healing power of the Spirit. Amen.  

After all are anointed  

May the God who goes before you through desert places by night and by day be your com-

panion and guide; may your journey be with the saints; may the Holy Spirit be your strength, 

and Christ your clothing of light, in whose name we pray. Amen.  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven. 

 Give us this day our daily bread. 

 And forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
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 And lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom,  

  and the power, and the glory, 

  for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
May God the Father bless us, God the Son heal us, God the Holy Spirit give us strength. May 

God the holy and undivided Trinity guard our bodies, save our souls, and bring us safely to 

his heavenly country; where he lives and reigns for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Dismissal  
 

  Officiant  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

  People  Amen. 
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 Why is there no General Confession in Easter? 

Explanation by St. George’s Church in Ontario, Canada 

 

You may have noticed that the Confession – the part of the service where we collectively 

acknowledge that we make mistakes, that we hurt others, that we carry around guilt and 

doubt and regret, and then we receive God’s forgiveness and assurance of healing – is ab-

sent during the Easter season. For some, this will feel like a major omission. Human beings are 

adept at weighing down our lives with feelings of powerlessness and inadequacy, anxiety 

for our shortcomings, gaping wounds of anger and hurt for how our relationships have been 

broken. This time in our worship to take stock, to lay down those burdens before God and to 

be reminded of God’s faithfulness to, and love for, us can help many to feel lighter, freer, 

refreshed. 

 

However, it is the tradition of the ancient church that the Confession is omitted during the 

season of Easter. It is not that Christians miraculously become perfect people during the sev-

en weeks of Easter and therefore have no need of repentance and absolution. Instead, it is 

perhaps more appropriate to think of Easter as a rehearsal, a practicing of what a right rela-

tionship with God and one another actually looks like. 

 

Whereas Lent is a time for honest and probing self-reflection, intentionality and care in how 

we use our time and resources, sparseness and restraint, Easter is a time for celebration, cel-

ebration of the fullness of God’s kingdom, of a reality in which each of us lives in the light 

and love of God and reflects that light and love in our relationships with one another. In the 

fullness of God’s Kingdom, we are free from the past brokenness and pain of our lives and 

our relationships are whole and life-giving. In the fullness of God’s Kingdom, talk of sin and 

forgiveness no longer have a place, because we are healed. 

 

We are not there yet. Brokenness and fragility are part of our story. We still look forward to 

the time when the promises of new life and healing offered on that first Easter morning will 

be fully realized. And some of us might continue to bring heavy hearts to worship through 

Easter. Individuals are encouraged to offer before God in prayer any confessions, any 

needs, any worries, regardless of whether it is Easter or not. However, our collective prayer 

changes at Easter in order that we might, as a community, tell this part of our story: Christ is 

risen! And we have glimpsed the Kingdom of God, where every tear is wiped away, where 

all hearts are mended, where we join with all of creation in receiving and sharing the good 

gifts God gives us. 
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A HISTORY OF TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH    
 

Trinity Episcopal Church of Houston has existed as a house of worship and a center of its 

community for over a century. As such, it has adapted to the changing nature of the city, 

as Houston grew from a regional town of approximately 40,000 souls to a dynamic metro-

politan giant, the fourth largest city in the United States. With a congregation that grew 

from a few founding members in the 1890s to several thousand parishioners at its peak, 

Trinity Church is an example of how spiritual people have contended with the challenges 

presented during a city's most crucial period of urban development. 
 

Founded in 1893 as a mission of Christ Church, Houston’s first Episcopal church, Trinity lo-

cated southwest of downtown. After a quarter of a century of existence in wooden build-

ings, Trinity parish built its present imposing structure (1917 - 1921) in Houston's South End, at 

the corner of Main Street and Holman Avenue. That structure, designed by Ralph Adams 

Cram of Boston and William Ward Watkin of Houston became an architectural landmark 

constructed in the neo-Gothic style with Texas limestone and a 97 foot bell tower. 
 

During the late 1910s and 1920s, Trinity entered an era of explosive growth, paralleling that 

of the city, and became an important center of the Episcopal faith.  The congregation's 

many youth and adult activities were community events that attracted wide attention 

among the general populace. An integral part of its city, Trinity likewise maintained spe-

cial relationships with Houstonians of other faiths. With a membership numbering 1,900 pa-

rishioners in 1930, Trinity emerged as the largest Episcopal parish in the Diocese of Texas 

and one of the largest in the nation. 
 

After World War II, Houston's growth presented Trinity with perhaps its greatest challenge. 

As the city physically expanded into the new postwar suburbs, Trinity's membership began 

to decline. Rather than abandon its historic location, the congregation showed itself to be 

steadfast. Resurrecting itself from this period, Trinity reaffirmed its mission, this time as a 

beacon in the inner city where it has become a leading institution in the heart of Houston, 

determined to enhance the quality of urban life for everyone.  

 

While our neighborhood has gone through many changes, the parish has remained 

steadfast, and actively ministers to a diverse congregation and to the poor in its midst.  As 

the Midtown Houston neighborhood began redeveloping, starting in the early 2000s, Trinity 

Church has rededicated itself to its spiritual mission, and has become an active part of the 

Midtown area for music and other creative art expressions. 



 

Trinity Episcopal Church 

1015 Holman Street, Houston, Texas 77004 

Phone 713.528.4100  Fax 713.942.0117  

www.TrinityMidtown.org 

WEAPONS POLICY: 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 30.06, PENAL CODE (TRESPASS BY LICENSE HOLDER WITH  

A CONCEALED HANDGUN), A PERSON LICENSED UNDER SUBCHAPTER H,  

CHAPTER 411, GOVERNMENT CODE (HANDGUN LICENSING LAW), MAY NOT  

ENTER THIS PROPERTY WITH A CONCEALED HANDGUN.   

 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 30.07, PENAL CODE (TRESPASS BY LICENSE HOLDER WITH  

AN OPENLY CARRIED HANDGUN), A PERSON LICENSED UNDER SUBCHAPTER H,  

CHAPTER 411, GOVERNMENT CODE (HANDGUN LICENSING LAW), MAY NOT  

ENTER THIS PROPERTY WITH A HANDGUN THAT IS CARRIED OPENLY.   

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

The Reverend Hannah E. Atkins Romero, Rector 

   Rector@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 13 
 

The Reverend Canon Dr. Henry Atkins,  

Theologian in Residence 

hleeatkins@aol.com 
 

The Reverend Luz Cabrera Montes, Curate 

Curate@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 17 
 

Collin Boothby, Organist and Choirmaster 

Music@TrinityMidtown.org 

Connections@TrinityMidtown.org 

 ext. 21 
 

Ryan Mire, Front Office Manager 

FrontOffice@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 10 

April Sloan-Hubert, Co-Director  

Pelayo Parlade, Co-Director 

of the Trinity Jazz Ensemble 

aprildst82@icloud.com 
 

Fabian Berrios, Youth Missioner 

Youth@TrinityMidtown.org 
 

VOLUNTEER STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Pat Laubach, Volunteer Coordinator 

Volunteer@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 22 
 

Carol Turley, Membership Secretary 

Membership@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 18 
 

 

 


