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WELCOME TO TRINITY CHURCH
Welcome to Trinity Episcopal Church! We’re glad you chose to worship with us. We adapted
the liturgy for this service from A New Zealand Prayer Book to guide our worship. In this
leaflet, you’ll find everything you need to follow along printed.
Whether you’ve been attending Trinity your whole life or this is your first time here, we invite
you to participate in the service as fully as you feel comfortable doing.
If you’re looking for a new church home, know that the Trinity family welcomes you. We
would also appreciate your filling out a virtual visitors card, which can be accessed at this
link:
https://www.trinitymidtown.org/contact-card-page/

For more information, please visit our website:
www.trinitymidtown.org
For questions about how to connect with us, please email
connections@trinitymidtown.org
Facebook Live Stream. Please be advised that this service is live streamed through our Trinity
Facebook Page and YouTube channels. By participating in the service, you are consenting
to the broadcast of your image and voice and to the broadcast of the image and voice of
your children who participate.
___________________________
Children’s activity and worship bulletins are available for download from our website under
the “Worship—Bulletins” tab, or following this link:

https://www.trinitymidtown.org/childrens-bulletins/
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THE TRINITY JAZZ ENSEMBLE
Vocals: April Sloan-Hubert
Piano: Pelayo Parlade
Flute, Clarinet: Ernesto Vega
Bass: Alfred Kennedy

SERVING TODAY
Acolyte:
Angel Williams
Greeter:
Sheila Wainwright
Usher:
Bob Davenport
Lector:
Mary Collier
Prayers:
Jim Castro
Audio Visual: Paul Bower
Online Greeter: Pam Lawson
Altar Guild: Linda Davenport
Vestry of the Day: Mary Matteucci
The Altar flowers are dedicated to the Glory of God
and in loving memory of Richard Edgar on our 49th wedding anniversary
by Judith Edgar
The Columbarium flowers are dedicated to the Glory of God
and in loving memory of Anna Goza
by Mark Goza

Follow us on:
Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/trinitychurchhouston
Instagram
https://instagram.com/trinityepiscopalmidtown

Youtube
https://www.youtube.com/trinityepiscopalchurch
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The Liturgy of the Word
INSTRUMENTAL PRELUDE
Presider
People
Presider

Please stand as able.

In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; let me never be ashamed: For you
are my hope, O Lord God, my confidence since I was young.
God is with us, here we find new life!
Let us worship God.

OPENING HYMN

Bless the Lord, O My Soul
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OPENING PRAYER
Presider

People

Let us pray.
Universal and unchanging God, we are one, unalterably one, with all
the human race. Grant that we who share Christ’s blood may, through
your unifying Spirit, break down the walls that divide us. Hear this prayer
for your love’s sake.
Amen.
Please be seated.

THE FIRST LESSON

Jeremiah 1: 4-10

The word of the Lord came to me saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I
knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a
prophet to the nations.” Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to
speak, for I am only a boy.” But the Lord said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am only a
boy’; for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I
command you, Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you to deliver you, says
the Lord.” Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord
said to me, “Now I have put my words in your mouth. See, today I appoint you
over nations and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to
overthrow, to build and to plant.”
Reader
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.

THE SECOND LESSON

Hebrews 12:18-29

You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and darkness, and gloom, and a tempest, and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice
whose words made the hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them.
(For they could not endure the order that was given, "If even an animal touches
the mountain, it shall be stoned to death." Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that
Moses said, "I tremble with fear.") But you have come to Mount Zion and to the
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven,
and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, and
to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that
speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.
See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not escape
when they refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we
escape if we reject the one who warns from heaven! At that time his voice shook
the earth; but now he has promised, "Yet once more I will shake not only the
earth but also the heaven." This phrase, "Yet once more," indicates the removal
of what is shaken-- that is, created things-- so that what cannot be shaken may
remain. Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let
us give thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable worship with reverence
and awe; for indeed our God is a consuming fire.
Reader
People

THE GOSPEL
Presider
People

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.
Thanks be to God.
Please stand as able

Luke 13: 10-17

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Praise and glory to God.
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Now Jesus was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. And just then
there appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years.
She was bent over and was quite unable to stand up straight. When Jesus saw
her, he called her over and said, "Woman, you are set free from your ailment."
When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up straight and began
praising God.
But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the
sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, "There are six days on which work ought to
be done; come on those days and be cured, and not on the sabbath day." But
the Lord answered him and said, "You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the
sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the manger, and lead it away to give it
water? And ought not this woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound
for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on the sabbath day?"
When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the entire crowd
was rejoicing at all the wonderful things that he was doing.
Presider
People

This is the Gospel of Christ.
Praise to Christ, the Word.
Please be seated

SERMON
MUSICAL REFLECTION

The Reverend Hannah E. Atkins Romero, Rector
We will meditate quietly on God’s word to us.
Please stand as able

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
SUNG RESPONSE
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Reader

People
Reader

People
Reader

People
Reader

People
Reader

People
Reader

People
Reader

With you, every transition and new start is a reminder of your goodness,
for you are always creating fresh, amazing things in us and through us.
Though we are sad about the summer ending, we are grateful for this
school year. We appreciate the opportunity to learn and grow, knowing
it is one of the biggest privileges we have. With thanks and love, we now
offer everything we are to you, asking for your blessing.
We pray as and for students of all ages, abilities and backgrounds. We
pray for our hearts and all they hold—excitement and nervousness,
disappointment and hope. We give you all our loves and fears. We
pray for steady self-esteem and deepening resilience.
Loving God, hold us and our prayers.
We pray for our minds, that they will expand in wonder and celebration, learning not just from the books studied but the people beside us.
Open our minds with a willingness to be changed in unexpected ways,
and settle our thought loops in peaceful places.
Loving God, hold us and our prayers.
We pray for our hands, that they will reach out to help welcome and
care. Bless our hands with patience and dedication as they grip
pencils and type on keyboards, swish paint brushes and clap in song,
grip monkey bars and lunch box handles, spin wheelchair tires and
basketballs.
Loving God, hold us and our prayers.
We pray for our mouths, that they will speak words bringing life and
connection. Help us use our mouths to honor the dignity and belovedness of all. Remind us to open our mouths for deep belly breaths when
we’re feeling anxious or afraid.
Loving God, hold us and our prayers.
We pray for our feet, that they will move toward those different from us
and help others in safe ways. Plant our feet next to those who feel
alone, and bless our steps down hallways and sidewalks. We know you
are with us where ever our feet go or stray.
Loving God, hold us and our prayers.
We pray for our eyes, that they may see ourselves and others with
compassion. Point our eyes toward those who are forgotten or
struggling. Grow us in flexibility to see from all kinds of angles. Bless
what and how we see, whether we’re looking at a screen, a white
board, or the beauty of a person’s face. And help us to see with the
most important eyes—the eyes of the Spirit within us.
Loving God, hold us and our prayers.
We pray for our ears, that they will genuinely listen to all voices,
especially those that haven’t been listened to much. When things get
noisy, help us listen extra carefully for your voice. Help us hear with the
most important ears—the ears of the Spirit within us.

SUNG RESPONSE
Reader

People

We pray for the special needs and concerns of this congregation,
especially those who are on our prayer list: Bill, Eula, Joyce, Bob, Bob,
David, Steven, Robert, Phil, Linelle, Susan, Armando, Kathy, Theresa, Susan,
Don, Virginia, Renard, Richard, and Patty.
Loving God, hold us and our prayers.
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Reader
People
Reader

People
Reader

People
Reader

People
Reader

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life, especially for
Richard, Will, Jhenna, Madeline, Erika, Tom, Lawrence, Ron, Ken, Linda,
and Oliver as they celebrate their birthdays.
Loving God, hold us and our prayers.
We pray for all who have died, especially for Marilyn Chapman, all who
have perished by contracting the Coronavirus, and all victims of gun
violence, that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.
Loving God, hold us and our prayers.
We say a special prayer for parents and caretakers, as the start of a new
school year is always another leap of faith. Wrap them with your reassuring love as they entrust their children and trust in you. When questions
remain unanswered, and the realm of control is finite, bless them with
peace and the promise you are right there with their child, whether
heading to school or driving to college.
Loving God, hold us and our prayers.
We also pray now for teachers, staff and administrators. Bless these
faithful servants with courage and confidence, knowing you are in their
classroom with a steady hand on their shoulder. Give them peace,
patience, and balance in the pressures they face, and bravery to build
structures and systems which justly serve all your children. Give them
delight in the young ones before them, and recognition of the sweet
ways children are also teachers.
Loving God, hold us and our prayers.
We pray for health and wholeness, fun and growth, surprise and
amazement, for this school year ahead, knowing you will hold us all the
way through.

The people may offer their own specific petitions, praises or thanksgivings.

SUNG RESPONSE
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THE CONFESSION
Presider

People
Presider

Happy are those whose sins are forgiven, whose wrongs are pardoned. I will confess my sins to the Lord. I will not conceal my wrongdoings.
God forgives and heals us.
We need your healing, merciful God: give us true repentance.
Some sins are plain to us; some escape us; some we cannot face.
Forgive us; set us free to hear your word to us; set us free to serve you.
God forgives you. Forgive others; forgive yourself.

THE PEACE
Presider
People
Presider
People

Blessed be Christ, the Prince of Peace.
Who breaks down the walls that divide.
The peace of God be always with you.
Praise to Christ who makes us one.

MUSIC AT THE PEACE

People Get Ready

Curtis Mayfield

Please be seated.

COMMUNITY LIFE AND ANNOUNCEMENT
BLESSING OF THE CHILDREN
BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS
Bless now these backpack and those who carry them: That with a heart
enlightened by your Holy Spirit they may grow in knowledge and piety, to
worship and serve you from generation to generation through Jesus Christ
our Lord.
Amen.
COLLECT FOR SCHOOLS
O Eternal God, bless all schools, colleges, and universities that they may be
lively centers for sound learning, new discovery, and the pursuit of wisdom;
and grant that those who teach and those who learn may find you to be the
source of all truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Table
Please be seated.

OFFERTORY SENTENCE
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to
God.
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OFFERING
Online Giving is available through AccessACS.
Go to www.trinitymidtown.org and click the “Give” button on the top right, or click:
https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=156477
Texting. Send the message heartofmidtown to 73256. The prompt will ask for a credit card number which can be kept on file for future contributions.

THE OFFERTORY
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
Presider
People
Presider
People
Presider
People

Trinity Jazz Ensemble
Please stand as able.

The Lord is here.
God’s Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to offer thanks and praise.

Presider
It is right indeed, it is our joy and our salvation, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting
God, at all times and in all places to give you thanks and praise through Christ your
only Son. You are the source of all life and goodness; through your eternal Word you
have created all things from the beginning and formed us in your own image.
When we sinned and turned away you called us back to yourself and gave your
Son to share our human nature. In him we see you, the eternal God, revealing your
glory in our flesh, for he is the light of the nations who illuminates our darkness. In
him you have made us a holy people by sending upon us your holy and lifegiving
Spirit.
Therefore with people of every nation, tribe and language, with the whole Church
on earth and in heaven, joyfully we give you thanks and say:
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is the one who comes in the Name of the Lord,
Hosanna in the highest.
All glory and thanksgiving to you, holy Father; on the night before he died, your Son,
Jesus Christ, took bread; when he had given you thanks, he broke it, gave it to his
disciples, and said: Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you; do this to remember me.
After supper he took the cup, and when he had given you thanks, he gave it to
them and said: Drink this, all of you, for this is my blood of the new covenant which is
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins; do this as often as you drink it,
to remember me.
Therefore heavenly Father, in this sacrament of the suffering and death of your Son,
we now celebrate the wonder of your grace and proclaim the mystery of our faith:
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Christ has died,
Christ is risen,
Christ will come in glory.
Redeemer God, rich in mercy, infinite in goodness, we were far off until you brought
us near and our hands are empty until you fill them.
As we eat this bread and drink this wine, through the power of your Holy Spirit feed
us with your heavenly food, renew us in your service, unite us in Christ, and bring us
to your everlasting kingdom. From you, and through you, and for you are all things.
To you be the glory for ever,

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.
Amen.

THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD
Presider
People

Alleluia. We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.
We who are many are one body, for we all share the one bread.
Alleluia.

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God.
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INSTRUCTIONS FOR HOLY COMMUNION
For the duration of the current pandemic we will continue to offer communion
in one kind for those who wish to receive the bread only. Please come forward to receive communion from a priest in front of the altar. If you are partaking of the chalice, please use the hand sanitizer at the end of your pew
before approaching the clergy and chalice-bearer. If you wish to partake of
the chalice, you may do so by intinction. Intinction is done by dipping a host
into the wine, and is completely optional. If you prefer, it is perfectly fine to
continue receiving the host only.
We offer a gluten-free bread option for those with dietary
restrictions who wish to receive communion. To receive a
gluten free wafer, please clasp your hands with palms facing each other when you come forward for communion.

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION
The Prayer for Spiritual Communion is prayed by those at home unable to partake of communion in person
In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church
where your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, we long to offer you
praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of
grace and the hope of glory. We believe that you are truly present in the Holy
Sacrament, and, since we cannot at this time receive communion, we pray you
to come into our hearts. We unite ourselves with you and embrace you with all
our hearts, our souls, and our minds. Let nothing separate us from you; let us
serve you in this life until, by your grace, we come to your glorious kingdom and
unending peace. Amen.

COMMUNION HYMN
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Please stand as able.

Presider
People

Blessed be God who calls us together.
Praise to God who makes us one people.

Presider
People

Blessed be God who has forgiven our sin.
Praise to God who gives hope and freedom.

Presider
People

Blessed be God whose Word is proclaimed.
Praise to God who is revealed as love.

Presider
People

Blessed be God who alone has called us.
Therefore we offer all that we are and all that we shall become.

Presider
People

Accept, O God, our sacrifice of praise.
Accept our thanks for all you have done.

Presider
People

Send us now into the world you love.
Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage
in the power of your Spirit. Amen.

THE BLESSING
Presider

People

The peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts
and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus
Christ our Lord, and the blessing of God our Creator, Redeemer and
Giver of life be with you always.
Amen
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CLOSING HYMN

O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing

THE DISMISSAL
Presider
People

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
We go in the name of Christ.
Thank you for worshipping with us this afternoon.
Service music printed from Lift Every Voice and Sing II,
An African American Hymnal © 1993
Church Pension Fund. Used by permission.
Additional licensing from OneLicense.net #A-705504.
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An Invitation to Join the Trinity Peace Crane Ministry Project

Lamentation - Remembrance - HOPE
We are folding orange origami peace cranes as a memorial to children
(ages 0 - 17) who have died in the US as a result of gun violence. Our goal
is to fold a crane for every child lost in 2022. Sadly, as of mid-July, that
number stands at nearly 1,000 and will undoubtedly grow. (Over 20,000
people in the US have died as a result of gun violence in the first half of
2022.) If we know the name and age of a child, it will be written on the
crane. As strings of cranes are completed they will be incorporated into
the Gun Violence Memorial, adjacent to the Columbarium.
Folding cranes will not stop gun violence, but it is a spiritual practice that
our ministry has found helpful, whether done individually or in a group. Folding is conducive to prayer and reflection, and when done in community
the conversations we have and connections we make are healing. This
project seeks to help us lament the tragedy of gun violence, remember
victims, and create hope for the future.
If you’re interested please contact Libby Tsubai (tsubaie@yahoo.com), or
drop by our demonstration table at Coffee Hour during the month of August.

The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

18

12:30

A HISTORY OF TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH
Trinity Episcopal Church of Houston has existed as a house of worship and a center of its community for over a century. As such, it has adapted to the changing nature of the city, as Houston grew from a regional town of approximately 40,000 souls to a dynamic metropolitan giant, the fourth largest city in the United States. With a congregation that grew from a few
founding members in the 1890s to several thousand parishioners at its peak, Trinity Church is
an example of how spiritual people have contended with the challenges presented during a
city's most crucial period of urban development.
Founded in 1893 as a mission of Christ Church, Houston’s first Episcopal church, Trinity is located southwest of downtown. After a quarter of a century of existence in wooden buildings,
Trinity parish built its present imposing structure (1917 - 1921) in Houston's South End, at the corner of Main Street and Holman Avenue. That structure, designed by Ralph Adams Cram of
Boston and William Ward Watkin of Houston became an architectural landmark constructed
in the neo-Gothic style with Texas limestone and a 97 foot bell tower.

During the late 1910s and 1920s, Trinity entered an era of explosive growth, paralleling that of
the city, and became an important center of the Episcopal faith. The congregation's many
youth and adult activities were community events that attracted wide attention among the
general populace. An integral part of its city, Trinity likewise maintained special relationships
with Houstonians of other faiths. With a membership numbering 1,900 parishioners in 1930, Trinity emerged as the largest Episcopal parish in the Diocese of Texas and one of the largest in
the nation.
After World War II, Houston's growth presented Trinity with perhaps its greatest challenge. As
the city physically expanded into the new postwar suburbs, Trinity's membership began to decline. Rather than abandon its historic location, the congregation showed itself to be steadfast. Resurrecting itself from this period, Trinity reaffirmed its mission, this time as a beacon in
the inner city where it has become a leading institution in the heart of Houston, determined
to enhance the quality of urban life for everyone.
While our neighborhood has gone through many changes, the parish has remained steadfast, and actively ministers to a diverse congregation and to the poor in its midst. As the Midtown Houston neighborhood began redeveloping, starting in the early 2000s, Trinity Church
has rededicated itself to its spiritual mission, and has become an active part of the Midtown
area for music and other creative art expressions.

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION

The Reverend Hannah E. Atkins Romero, Rector
Rector@TrinityMidtown.org
ext. 13
The Reverend Luz Cabrera Montes, Curate
Curate@TrinityMidtown.org
ext. 17
The Reverend Dale Klitzke, Priest Associate
Dale.klitzke@gmail.com
Alex Jones, Organist and Choirmaster
Music@TrinityMidtown.org
ext. 21
Ryan Mire, Front Office Manager
FrontOffice@TrinityMidtown.org
ext. 10

April Sloan-Hubert, Co-Director
Pelayo Parlade, Co-Director
of the Trinity Jazz Ensemble
aprildst82@icloud.com
Carver Mathis, Youth Missioner
Youth@TrinityMidtown.org
ext. 18
VOLUNTEER STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION
Pat Laubach, Volunteer Coordinator
Volunteer@TrinityMidtown.org
ext. 22
Carol Turley, Membership Secretary
Membership@TrinityMidtown.org

WEAPONS POLICY:
PURSUANT TO SECTION 30.05, PENAL CODE (CRIMINAL TRESPASS), A PERSON MAY
NOT ENTER THIS PROPERTY WITH A FIREARM.
PURSUANT TO SECTION 30.06, PENAL CODE (TRESPASS BY LICENSE HOLDER WITH
A CONCEALED HANDGUN), A PERSON LICENSED UNDER SUBCHAPTER H,
CHAPTER 411, GOVERNMENT CODE (HANDGUN LICENSING LAW), MAY NOT
ENTER THIS PROPERTY WITH A CONCEALED HANDGUN.
PURSUANT TO SECTION 30.07, PENAL CODE (TRESPASS BY LICENSE HOLDER WITH
AN OPENLY CARRIED HANDGUN), A PERSON LICENSED UNDER SUBCHAPTER H,
CHAPTER 411, GOVERNMENT CODE (HANDGUN LICENSING LAW), MAY NOT
ENTER THIS PROPERTY WITH A HANDGUN THAT IS CARRIED OPENLY.
Trinity Episcopal Church
1015 Holman Street, Houston, Texas 77004
Phone 713.528.4100 Fax 713.942.0117

