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WELCOME TO TRINITY CHURCH  
 

Welcome to Trinity Episcopal Church! We’re glad you chose to worship with us. We adapted the 

liturgy for this service from A New Zealand Prayer Book to guide our worship. In this leaflet, you’ll find 

everything you need to follow along printed.  

Whether you’ve been attending Trinity your whole life or this is your first time here, we invite you to 

participate in the service as fully as you feel comfortable doing.  

If you’re looking for a new church home, know that the Trinity family welcomes you. We would also 

appreciate your filling out a virtual visitors card, which can be accessed at this link: 

https://www.trinitymidtown.org/contact-card-page/  

For more information, please visit our website: 

www.trinitymidtown.org 

For questions about how to connect with us, please email  

connections@trinitymidtown.org 

 

Facebook Live Stream. Please be advised that this service is live streamed through our Trinity 

Facebook Page and YouTube channels. By participating in the service, you are consenting to the 

broadcast of your image and voice and to the broadcast of the image and voice of your children 

who participate.  

 
 

A SPECIAL WELCOME TO THOSE WITH YOUNG CHILDREN 

• Your children are welcome here at Trinity! First, please relax and enjoy your time here. We know 

that children tend to wiggle and squawk a bit, so please don't feel embarrassed by it. 

• To make things easier for your family, dare to sit closer to the front where your child can see 

what's going on at the altar. Guide them in the liturgy and be models for them. Help them sing 

the hymns and encourage them to stand/sit when appropriate, say "Amen" and "Thanks be to 

God," and generally help them be a part of the service. The liturgy belongs to them too. 

• If you have to leave, hurry back! Jesus wants the children here, and we do too. If you need help, 

just ask. There are many here who are willing to lend you a hand. 

• Children’s activity and worship bulletins are available for download from our website under the 

“Worship—Bulletins” tab, or following this link:  

 

https://www.trinitymidtown.org/childrens-bulletins/ 
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  Youtube 

  https://www.youtube.com/trinityepiscopalchurch 

 

Follow us on: 
 

Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/trinitychurchhouston 

 

 

Instagram 

https://instagram.com/trinityepiscopalmidtown 

THE TRINITY JAZZ ENSEMBLE 

Vocals:  April Sloan-Hubert 

Piano: Pelayo Parlade 

Flute, Clarinet:  Ernesto Vega 

Bass: Alfred Kennedy 

 

SERVING TODAY 

Lector:     Mary Ann Collier 

Prayers:    Jim Castro 

Acolyte:   Jackie Rose 

Usher:       Andy Durham 

Audio Visual: Yvonne Meyer 

Online Greeter: Pam Lawson 

Altar Guild: Linda Davenport 

Vestry of the Day: Brent Chambers 

The Altar flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and in celebration of Valentino Misirian’s first birthday 

by Mary Matteucci. 

 

The Columbarium flowers are dedicated to the glory of God 

and in loving memory of Anna Goza  

by Mark Goza 
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The Liturgy of the Word 
 

INSTRUMENTAL PRELUDE 
  

Please stand as able. 

   Presider The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not be in want: Though I walk through 

  the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; for you are with 

  me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me 
   People God is with us, here we find new life! 

   Presider  Let us worship God. 
 

OPENING HYMN                    We Have Come into His House 
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OPENING PRAYER                    

   Presider Let us pray.   

  Good Shepherd of the sheep, by whom the lost are sought and  

  guided into the fold; feed us and we shall be satisfied, heal us and we 

  shall be whole, and lead us that we may be with you, with the Father 

  and the Holy Spirit, where you reign one God for ever . 
   People Amen. 

Please be seated. 
 

THE FIRST LESSON                                                                                         Acts 4: 5-12 

The rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, with Annas the high 

priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly 

family. When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they inquired, "By 

what power or by what name did you do this?" Then Peter, filled with the Holy 

Spirit, said to them, "Rulers of the people and elders, if we are questioned today 

because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are asked how 

this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you, and to all the people of 

Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name of Jesus 

Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead. This 

Jesus is `the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the cor-

nerstone.' There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under 

heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved.”   

Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 

THE SECOND LESSON                                                                                          1 John 3:16-24 

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us-- and we ought to lay 

down our lives for one another. How does God's love abide in anyone who has 

the world's goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 

Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by 

this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before 

him whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and 

he knows everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have bold-

ness before God; and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey 

his commandments and do what pleases him. And this is his commandment, 

that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, 

just as he has commanded us. All who obey his commandments abide in him, 

and he abides in them. And by this we know that he abides in us, by the Spirit 

that he has given us. 
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Reader Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. 
People Thanks be to God.  

 

THE GOSPEL                  Please stand as able                                       John 10: 11-16 

Presider          The Holy Gospel according to John. 
People Praise and glory to God!   

Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for 

the sheep. The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the 

sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the 

wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away because a 

hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my 

own and my own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. 

And I lay down my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to 

this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be 

one flock, one shepherd. For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay 

down my life in order to take it up again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it 

down of my own accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to 

take it up again. I have received this command from my Father.” 

Presider This is the Gospel of Christ. 
People Praise to Christ, the Word. 
 

Please be seated      
 

SERMON              The Reverend Hannah E. Atkins Romero, Rector 
 

MUSICAL REFLECTION            We will meditate quietly on God’s word to us.   
 

Please stand as able 

THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    
Response 
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Blessed God, whose love calls the whole creation into covenant with you, and who 

puts in our hands responsibility for the care of the earth and its creatures: we pray for 

all to whom you have given life and being, saying, “Merciful God, keep your planet 

and people in peace.” 

 

For the well-being of the earth; for its resources of water, air, light, and soil, that they 

may be tended for the good of all creatures, we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

 

For the waters of the earth; for their careful use and conservation, that we may 

have the will and the ability to keep them clean and pure, we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

 

For the mineral and energy resources of the planet, that we may learn sustainable 

consumption and sound care of the environment from which they come, we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

 

For the animals of the earth, wild and domestic, large and very small, that they may 

know the harmony of relationship that sustains all life, we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

 

For the creatures of the earth who do us harm and those whose place in your crea-

tion we do not understand or welcome, that we may see them as beloved crea-

tures of God, we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

 

For all who shape public policies affecting the planet and its creatures, especially 

Joseph our president, Kamala, our vice-president, Greg our governor, Lina, our 

county judge, John our mayor, and the legislatures and courts, that they may con-

sider wisely the well-being of all who come after us, we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life, especially for Vic, Eric, Jason, and 

Ann as they celebrate their birthdays:  
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

For all those engaged in conservation, in agriculture and ranching, in aquaculture 

and fishing, in mining and industry, and in forestry and timber-harvesting, that the 

health, fruitfulness, and beauty of the natural world may be sustained alongside hu-

man activity, we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

 

For the creatures and the human beings of your world who are ill, or in danger, pain, 

or special need especially Bill, Nick, Edith, Graeme, Christopher, Monica, Dorothy, 

Daniel, Angela, Velma, Brian, Norma, and for all who suffer from the unjust, violent, 

or wasteful use of the earth’s resources or their devastation by war, that all may one 

day live in communities of justice and peace, we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 

 

For the gifts of science and technology and for those who practice these skills, that 

they may be wise, visionary, and compassionate in their work, we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 
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For the creatures and the people of the earth whose lives and deaths have contrib-

uted to the fruitful abundance of this planet, we pray: 
Merciful God, keep your planet and people in peace. 
 

 

The Celebrant concludes the Prayers with this collect. 

Gracious God: Grant that your people may have in them the same mind that was 

in Christ Jesus, and guide us into harmony of relationship through loving-kindness 

and the wise use of all that you have given; for you are drawing all things into com-

munion with you and with each other by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

Response 

 

THE PEACE 
Presider  Blessed be Christ, the Prince of Peace.     
People  Who breaks down the walls that divide.   

Presider  The peace of God be always with you. 
People  Praise to Christ who makes us one. 

 

MUSIC AT THE PEACE                         Say a Little Prayer                     Burt Bacharach 
     

Please be seated. 
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COMMUNITY LIFE AND ANNOUNCEMENT 
   

BLESSING OF THE CHILDREN 

 

The Liturgy of the Table 
 

Please be seated. 
OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to 

God. 
 

OFFERING 
Online Giving is available.  

Go to www.trinitymidtown.org and click the “Give” button on the top right, or click: 

https://onrealm.org/TrinityMidtown/-/form/give/now 
 

Texting. Send the message heartofmidtown to 73256. Be sure to type heartof-

midtown with no spaces, or autocorrect may insert information about a different 

church. The prompt will ask for a credit card number which can be kept on file for 

future contributions. 
 

 

THE OFFERTORY                     Trinity Jazz Ensemble 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING            
Please stand as able. 

 

Presider The Lord is here. 
People God’s Spirit is with us. 

Presider Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 

Presider Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to offer thanks and praise. 
 

Presider   

It is right indeed, it is our joy and our salvation, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 

God, at all times and in all places to give you thanks and praise through Christ your 

only Son. You are the source of all life and goodness; through your eternal Word you 

have created all things from the beginning and formed us in your own image.  

 

In your Son you suffered with us and for us, offering us the healing riches of salvation 

and calling us to freedom and holiness. You raised him to life triumphant over 

death; you exalted him in glory.  By his victory over death, the reign of sin is ended, 

a new age has dawned, a broken world is restored and we are made whole once 

more.  
 

Therefore with people of every nation, tribe and language, with the whole Church 

on earth and in heaven, joyfully we give you thanks and say:  

 
  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

  heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

  Blessed is the one who comes in the Name of the Lord, 

  Hosanna in the highest. 

https://onrealm.org/TrinityMidtown/-/form/give/now
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All glory and thanksgiving to you, holy Father; on the night before he died, your Son, 

Jesus Christ, took bread; when he had given you thanks, he broke it, gave it to his 

disciples, and said: Take, eat, this is my body which is given for you; do this to re-

member me.  

 

After supper he took the cup, and when he had given you thanks, he gave it to 

them and said: Drink this, all of you, for this is my blood of the new covenant which is 

shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins; do this as often as you drink it, 

to remember me. 

 

Therefore heavenly Father, in this sacrament of the suffering and death of your Son, 

we now celebrate the wonder of your grace and proclaim the mystery of our faith: 
 

  Christ has died, 

  Christ is risen, 

  Christ will come in glory. 
 

Redeemer God, rich in mercy, infinite in goodness, we were far off until you brought 

us near and our hands are empty until you fill them.  

 

As we eat this bread and drink this wine, through the power of your Holy Spirit feed 

us with your heavenly food, renew us in your service, unite us in Christ, and bring us 

to your everlasting kingdom. From you, and through you, and for you are all things. 

To you be the glory for ever, 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name,  

  your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

  Give us today our daily bread.    

  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

  Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.  

  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever.  

Amen. 

 

 

: 
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THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
Presider Alleluia. We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  
People We who are many are one body, for we all share the one bread.  

  Alleluia, alleluia.   
 

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION   
                 

  Celebrant   The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
 

Please come forward to receive communion from a priest in front of the altar. 

If you wish to partake of the chalice, you may do so by intinction. Intinction is 

done by dipping a host into the wine, and is completely optional.  If you pre-

fer, it is perfectly fine to continue receiving the host only. If you are unable to 

come forward for communion, it will be brought to you in your pew. 
 

We offer a gluten-free bread option for those with dietary 

restrictions who wish to receive communion. To receive a 

gluten free wafer, please clasp your hands with palms fac-

ing each other when you come forward for communion. 

 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
 

The Prayer for Spiritual Communion is prayed by those at home unable to par-

take of communion in person 
 

In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church 

where your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, we long to offer you 

praise and thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings of this life, for the re-

demption won for us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of 

grace and the hope of glory. We believe that you are truly present in the Holy 

Sacrament, and, since we cannot at this time receive communion, we pray you 

to come into our hearts. We unite ourselves with you and embrace you with all 

our hearts, our souls, and our minds. Let nothing separate us from you; let us 

serve you in this life until, by your grace, we come to your glorious kingdom and 

unending peace.  Amen 
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COMMUNION HYMN            You Hear the Lambs a-Cryin’         LEVAS, page 110 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION         Please stand as able. 

 

Presider Blessed be God who calls us together. 
People Praise to God who makes us one people. 
 

Presider Blessed be God who has forgiven our sin. 
People Praise to God who gives hope and freedom. 
 

Presider Blessed be God whose Word is proclaimed. 
People Praise to God who is revealed as love. 
 

Presider Blessed be God who alone has called us. 
People Therefore we offer all that we are and all that we shall become. 
 

Presider Accept, O God, our sacrifice of praise. 
People Accept our thanks for all you have done. 
 

Presider Send us now into the world you love. 
People Give us grace to go thankfully and with courage  

  in the power of your Spirit. Amen. 

 

THE  BLESSING 
The priest blesses the people, saying 
 

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the 

resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing.  

Amen. 
 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into newness of 

life, make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever.  

Amen. 
 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting freedom 

in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance.  

Amen. 
 

And the blessing of God Almighty, our Creator, Redeemer, and Giver of life, be up-

on you and remain with you for ever.  

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Fourth Sunday of Easter                                        14                                                                       12:30 pm 

CLOSING HYMN    Go, My Children, with My Blessing 
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THE DISMISSAL 
 

  Presider Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 
  People We go in the name of Christ. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 
 
 

Thank you for worshipping with us this afternoon.  
 

Service music printed from The Hymnal ©1982, and from 

Lift Every Voice and Sing II, An African American Hymnal © 1993 

Church Pension Fund.  Used by permission.   

Additional licensing from OneLicense.net #A-705504. 
 

We would like to thank Eric Beam and Mary Johns for hosting  

this morning’s coffee hour.  
 

Please note that May 5, 12, and 26 are available to host (part/all) coffee hour. 
 

To sign up, please scan the QR code below or contact Jamie Chambers: 

 jamielynnchambers@hotmail.com or call/text at 832-370-7155  

if you need assistance. 
 

 Thank you 

 
 

mailto:jamielynnchambers@hotmail.com
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Why is there no General Confession in Easter? 

Explanation by St. George’s Church in Ontario, Canada 

 

You may have noticed that the Confession – the part of the service where we collec-

tively acknowledge that we make mistakes, that we hurt others, that we carry around 

guilt and doubt and regret, and then we receive God’s forgiveness and assurance of 

healing – is absent during the Easter season. For some, this will feel like a major omis-

sion. Human beings are adept at weighing down our lives with feelings of powerless-

ness and inadequacy, anxiety for our shortcomings, gaping wounds of anger and hurt 

for how our relationships have been broken. This time in our worship to take stock, to 

lay down those burdens before God and to be reminded of God’s faithfulness to, and 

love for, us can help many to feel lighter, freer, refreshed. 

 

However, it is the tradition of the ancient church that the Confession is omitted during 

the season of Easter. It is not that Christians miraculously become perfect people dur-

ing the seven weeks of Easter and therefore have no need of repentance and absolu-

tion. Instead, it is perhaps more appropriate to think of Easter as a rehearsal, a practic-

ing of what a right relationship with God and one another actually looks like. 

 

Whereas Lent is a time for honest and probing self-reflection, intentionality and care in 

how we use our time and resources, sparseness and restraint, Easter is a time for cele-

bration, celebration of the fullness of God’s kingdom, of a reality in which each of us 

lives in the light and love of God and reflects that light and love in our relationships 

with one another. In the fullness of God’s Kingdom, we are free from the past broken-

ness and pain of our lives and our relationships are whole and life-giving. In the fullness 

of God’s Kingdom, talk of sin and forgiveness no longer have a place, because we are 

healed. 

 

We are not there yet. Brokenness and fragility are part of our story. We still look forward 

to the time when the promises of new life and healing offered on that first Easter morn-

ing will be fully realized. And some of us might continue to bring heavy hearts to wor-

ship through Easter. Individuals are encouraged to offer before God in prayer any con-

fessions, any needs, any worries, regardless of whether it is Easter or not. However, 

our collective prayer changes at Easter in order that we might, as a community, tell 

this part of our story: Christ is risen! And we have glimpsed the Kingdom of God, where 

every tear is wiped away, where all hearts are mended, where we join with all of crea-

tion in receiving and sharing the good gifts God gives us. 



A HISTORY OF TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH    
 

Trinity Episcopal Church of Houston has existed as a house of worship and a center of its com-

munity for over a century. As such, it has adapted to the changing nature of the city, as Hou-

ston grew from a regional town of approximately 40,000 souls to a dynamic metropolitan gi-

ant, the fourth largest city in the United States. With a congregation that grew from a few 

founding members in the 1890s to several thousand parishioners at its peak, Trinity Church is 

an example of how spiritual people have contended with the challenges presented during a 

city's most crucial period of urban development. 
 

Founded in 1893 as a mission of Christ Church, Houston’s first Episcopal church, Trinity is locat-

ed southwest of downtown. After a quarter of a century of existence in wooden buildings, 

Trinity parish built its present imposing structure (1917 - 1921) in Houston's South End, at the cor-

ner of Main Street and Holman Avenue. That structure, designed by Ralph Adams Cram of 

Boston and William Ward Watkin of Houston became an architectural landmark constructed 

in the neo-Gothic style with Texas limestone and a 97 foot bell tower. 
 

During the late 1910s and 1920s, Trinity entered an era of explosive growth, paralleling that of 

the city, and became an important center of the Episcopal faith.  The congregation's many 

youth and adult activities were community events that attracted wide attention among the 

general populace. An integral part of its city, Trinity likewise maintained special relationships 

with Houstonians of other faiths. With a membership numbering 1,900 parishioners in 1930, Trin-

ity emerged as the largest Episcopal parish in the Diocese of Texas and one of the largest in 

the nation. 
 

After World War II, Houston's growth presented Trinity with perhaps its greatest challenge. As 

the city physically expanded into the new postwar suburbs, Trinity's membership began to de-

cline. Rather than abandon its historic location, the congregation showed itself to be stead-

fast. Resurrecting itself from this period, Trinity reaffirmed its mission, this time as a beacon in 

the inner city where it has become a leading institution in the heart of Houston, determined 

to enhance the quality of urban life for everyone.  

 

While our neighborhood has gone through many changes, the parish has remained stead-

fast, and actively ministers to a diverse congregation and to the poor in its midst.  As the Mid-

town Houston neighborhood began redeveloping, starting in the early 2000s, Trinity Church 

has rededicated itself to its spiritual mission, and has become an active part of the Midtown 

area for music and other creative art expressions. 



Trinity Episcopal Church 

1015 Holman Street, Houston, Texas 77004 
Phone 713.528.4100  Fax 713.942.0117  

 

 

WEAPONS POLICY: 

PURSUANT TO SECTION 30.05, PENAL CODE (CRIMINAL TRESPASS), A PERSON MAY 

NOT ENTER THIS PROPERTY WITH A FIREARM.   

 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 30.06, PENAL CODE (TRESPASS BY LICENSE HOLDER WITH  

A CONCEALED HANDGUN), A PERSON LICENSED UNDER SUBCHAPTER H,  

CHAPTER 411, GOVERNMENT CODE (HANDGUN LICENSING LAW), MAY NOT  

ENTER THIS PROPERTY WITH A CONCEALED HANDGUN.   

 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 30.07, PENAL CODE (TRESPASS BY LICENSE HOLDER WITH  

AN OPENLY CARRIED HANDGUN), A PERSON LICENSED UNDER SUBCHAPTER H,  

CHAPTER 411, GOVERNMENT CODE (HANDGUN LICENSING LAW), MAY NOT  

ENTER THIS PROPERTY WITH A HANDGUN THAT IS CARRIED OPENLY.   

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

The Reverend Hannah E. Atkins Romero, Rector 

   Rector@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 402 

 

The Reverend Dale Klitzke, Priest Associate 

Dale.klitzke@gmail.com 

 

Alex Jones, Organist and Choirmaster 

alexjonesorganist93@gmail.com 

 ext. 407 

 

Ryan Mire, Parish Administrator 

ParishAdministrator@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 404 

 

 

 

 

 

 

April Sloan-Hubert, Co-Director  

Pelayo Parlade, Co-Director 

of the Trinity Jazz Ensemble 

aprildst82@icloud.com 

 

VOLUNTEER STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Pat Laubach, Volunteer Coordinator 

Volunteer@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 408 

 

Carol Turley, Membership Secretary 

Membership@TrinityMidtown.org 

 
 

 

 


