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THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER 
 

Please gather as able outside in the Bishop’s Garden. 
 

LIGHTING OF THE PASCHAL CANDLE 
 

The fire is kindled. The Celebrant says 
 

Dear friends in Christ: On this most holy night, in which our Lord Jesus passed over 

from death to life, the Church invites her members, dispersed throughout the 

world, to gather in vigil and prayer. For this is the Passover of the Lord, in which, by 

hearing his Word and celebrating his Sacraments, we share in his victory over 

death. 
 

Let us pray. 
 

O God, through your Son you have bestowed upon your people the brightness of 

your light: Sanctify this new fire, and grant that in this Paschal feast we may so 

burn with heavenly desires, that with pure minds we may attain to the festival of 

everlasting light; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Paschal Candle is then lit from the newly kindled fire. 
 

The Celebrant now sings the following proclamation three times as the procession enters the 

church. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cantor now sings the Exsultet. 

Rejoice now, heavenly hosts and choirs of angels, 

and let your trumpets shout Salvation 

for the victory of our mighty King. 
 

Rejoice and sing now, all the round earth, 

bright with a glorious splendor, 

for darkness has been vanquished by our eternal King. 
 

Rejoice and be glad now, Mother Church, 

and let your holy courts, in radiant light, 

resound with the praises of your people. 
 

All you who stand near this marvelous and holy flame, 

pray with me to God the Almighty 

for the grace to sing the worthy praise of this great light; 

through Jesus Christ his Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with him, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God… 
 

 

Celebrant People 

   The  light   of   Christ.    Thanks be  to   God. 
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Cantor 

It is truly right and good, always and everywhere, with our whole heart and mind 

and voice, to praise you, the invisible, almighty, and eternal God, and your only-

begotten Son, Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who at the 

feast of the Passover paid for us the debt of Adam’s sin, and by his blood 

delivered your faithful people. 
 

This is the night, when you brought our fathers, the children of Israel, out of 

bondage in Egypt, and led them through the Red Sea on dry land. 

 

This is the night, when all who believe in Christ are delivered from the gloom of sin, 

and are restored to grace and holiness of life. 
 

This is the night, when Christ broke the bonds of death and hell, and rose 

victorious from the grave. How wonderful and beyond our knowing, O God, is 

your mercy and loving-kindness to us, that to redeem a slave, you gave a Son. 
 

How holy is this night, when wickedness is put to flight, and sin is washed away. It 

restores innocence to the fallen, and joy to those who mourn. It casts out pride 

and hatred, and brings peace and concord. 
 

How blessed is this night, when earth and heaven are joined and man is 

reconciled to God. 
 

Holy Father, accept our evening sacrifice, the offering of this candle in your 

honor. May it shine continually to drive away all darkness. May Christ, the Morning 

Star who knows no setting, find it ever burning—he who gives his light to all 

creation, and who lives and reigns   

 

 

 

 

 

Cantor People 

Cantor 

Cantor 

People Cantor 

People 

People 

A - men 

And   al - so with  you. 

 

It    is    right           to give him    thanks and praise. 

A - men 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 

 

The Celebrant introduces the Scripture readings, saying 
 

 Let us hear the record of God’s saving deeds in history, how he saved his people  

 in ages past; and let us pray that our God will bring each of us to the fullness of 

 redemption. 
 

THE STORY OF CREATION              Genesis 1:1-2:4a 

 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless 

void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the 

face of the waters. Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. And God saw 

that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the 

light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the first day. 
 

And God said, "Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 

waters from the waters." So God made the dome and separated the waters that were 

under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called 

the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 
 

And God said, "Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and 

let the dry land appear." And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters 

that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God 

said, "Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind 

on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it." And it was so. The earth brought forth 

vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with 

the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the third day. 
 

And God said, "Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the 

night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be 

lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth." And it was so. God made the 

two great lights--the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night--and 

the stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over 

the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw 

that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 
 

And God said, "Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 

above the earth across the dome of the sky." So God created the great sea monsters 

and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and 

every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, 

saying, "Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the 

earth." And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 
 

And God said, "Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and 

creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind." And it was so. God made 

the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything 

that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 
 

Then God said, "Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let 

them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the 

cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that 

creeps upon the earth." So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God 

he created them; male and female he created them. 
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God blessed them, and God said to them, "Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and 

subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and 

over every living thing that moves upon the earth." God said, "See, I have given you 

every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed 

in its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every 

bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath 

of life, I have given every green plant for food." And it was so. God saw everything that 

he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was 

morning, the sixth day. 
 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh 

day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all 

the work that he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because 

on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. These are the 

generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

 

Here ends the reading. 

 

PSALM  36: 5-10              Dixit injustus                                       Tone I.1 
Sung by the choir 

 

5   Your love, O Lord, reaches to the heavens, 
 and your faithfulness to the clouds. 
 

6   Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like the great deep; 
 you save both man and beast, O Lord. 
 

7   How priceless is your love, O God! 
 your people take refuge under the shadow of your wings. 
 

8   They feast upon the abundance of your house; 
 you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
 

9   For with you is the well of life, 

 and in your light we see light. 
 

10  Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you, 

 and favor to those who are true of heart. 
 

Celebrant  Let us pray.       
 

  O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully  restored, the  

  dignity of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him  

  who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  Amen. 
. 

 

THE FLOOD                                                                              Genesis 7:1-5, 11-18; 8:6-18; 9:8-13 
 

Then the LORD said to Noah, "Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen 

that you alone are righteous before me in this generation. Take with you seven pairs of 

all clean animals, the male and its mate; and a pair of the animals that are not clean, 

the male and its mate; and seven pairs of the birds of the air also, male and female, to 

keep their kind alive on the face of all the earth. For in seven days I will send rain on the 

earth for forty days and forty nights; and every living thing that I have made I will blot out 

from the face of the ground." 

 

And Noah did all that the LORD had commanded him. In the six hundredth year of 

Noah's life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the month, on that day all 

the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens were 

opened. The rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights.  
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On the very same day Noah with his sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah's wife 

and the three wives of his sons entered the ark, they and every wild animal of every kind, 

and all domestic animals of every kind, and every creeping thing that creeps on the 

earth, and every bird of every kind--every bird, every winged creature. They went into 

the ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in which there was the breath of life. And 

those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had commanded him; 

and the Lord shut him in. The flood continued forty days on the earth; and the waters in-

creased, and bore up the ark, and it rose high above the earth. The waters swelled and 

increased greatly on the earth; and the ark floated on the face of the waters. 
 

At the end of forty days Noah opened the window of the ark that he had made and 

sent out the raven; and it went to and fro until the waters were dried up from the earth. 

Then he sent out the dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the face of 

the ground; but the dove found no place to set its foot, and it returned to him to the ark, 

for the waters were still on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took it 

and brought it into the ark with him. 
 

He waited another seven days, and again he sent out the dove from the ark; and the 

dove came back to him in the evening, and there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive 

leaf; so Noah knew that the waters had subsided from the earth. Then he waited another 

seven days, and sent out the dove; and it did not return to him any more. 
 

In the six hundred first year, in the first month, the first day of the month, the waters were 

dried up from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and 

saw that the face of the ground was drying. In the second month, on the twenty-seventh 

day of the month, the earth was dry. 
 

Then God said to Noah, "Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your 

sons' wives with you. Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all flesh--birds 

and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth--so that they may 

abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth." So Noah went out with 

his sons and his wife and his sons' wives. 
 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, "As for me, I am establishing my 

covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that is 

with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as 

many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all 

flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to 

destroy the earth." God said, "This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me 

and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set 

my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 
 

Here ends the reading. 
 

 

 

PSALM  46     Deus noster refugium                                 BCP, page 649 
Read by all.  

 

1   God is our refuge and strength, 
 a very present help in trouble. 
 

2   Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
 and though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea; 
 

3   Though its waters rage and foam, 
 and though the mountains tremble at its tumult. 
 

4   The LORD of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 

5   There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
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 the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 

6   God is in the midst of her; she shall not be overthrown; 
 God shall help her at the break of day. 
 

7   The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken; 
 God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away. 
 

8   The LORD of hosts is with us; 
 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 

9   Come now and look upon the works of the LORD, 
 what awesome things he has done on earth. 
 

10  It is he who makes war to cease in all the world; 

 he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
 

11  “Be still, then, and know that I am God; 

 I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 

12  The LORD of hosts is with us; 

 the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
. 

Celebrant  Let us pray.             
 

  Almighty God, you have placed in the skies the sign of your covenant with 

  all living things: Grant that we, who are saved through water and the Spirit, 

  may worthily offer to you our sacrifice of thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ 

  our Lord. 

  Amen. 
 

 

ISRAEL’S DELIVERANCE AT THE RED SEA                                                         Exodus 14:10-31; 15: 20-21 
 

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians 

advancing on them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the LORD. They said to Moses, 

“Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the 

wilderness? What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing 

we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us alone and let us serve the Egyptians’? For it would have 

been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” But Moses said to 

the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the LORD will 

accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see today you shall never see 

again. The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.” Then the LORD said to 

Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But you lift up your 

staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may go into 

the sea on dry ground. 
 

Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go in after them; and so I 

will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and his chariot 

drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gained glory for 

myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.” The angel of God who was 

going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the pillar of cloud 

moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the army 

of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit 

up the night; one did not come near the other all night. Then Moses stretched out his 

hand over the sea. The LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night, and 

turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. 
 

The Israelites went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their 

right and on their left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of 

Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the LORD in the 

pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian 

army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that they turned with difficulty.  



 

   Easter Vigil                                                                                   10 

The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the LORD is fighting for them against 

Egypt.” Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the 

water may come back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So 

Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal 

depth. As the Egyptians fled before it, the LORD tossed the Egyptians into the sea. 
 

The waters returned and covered the chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of 

Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of them remained. But the Israel-

ites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a wall for them on their 

right and on their left. Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel 

saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the LORD did 

against the Egyptians. So the people feared the LORD and believed in the LORD and in his 

servant Moses. Then the prophet Miriam, Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand; 

and all the women went out after her with tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam 

sang to them: “I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he 

has thrown into the sea.” 
 

Here ends the reading. 

 

 

CANTICLE 8    Cantemus Domino        
Sung by the choir. 

 

1   I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; *                Tone 1.2 

 the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea.  

2   The Lord is my strength and my refuge; *  

      the Lord has become my Savior.  

3   This is my God and I will praise him, *  

      the God of my people and I will exalt him.  

4   The Lord is a mighty warrior; *                Tonus Peregrinus 

     Yahweh is his Name.  

5   The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; *  

     the finest of those who bear armor have been drowned in the Red Sea.  

6   The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; *  

      they sank into the depths like a stone.  

7   Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; *  

     your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy.  

8   Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? *  

     who is like you, glorious in holiness,  

     awesome in renown, and worker of wonders?  

9   You stretched forth your right hand; *  

     the earth swallowed them up.  

10  With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; *              Tone 1.2 

     with your might you brought them in safety to your holy dwelling.  

11  You will bring them in and plant them *  

     on the mount of your possession,  

12  The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, *  

     the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established.  

13  The Lord shall reign *  

     for ever and for ever. 

      Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: *  

     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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Celebrant    Let us pray.               
 

  O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to our own day,  

  you once delivered by the power of your mighty arm your chosen people  

  from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a sign for us of the salvation of all  

  nations by the water of Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth  

  may be numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in the  

  inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

  Amen. 
 

 

SALVATION OFFERED FREELY TO ALL                                                                   Isaiah 55:1-11  
Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy 
and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend 
your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline 
your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting 
covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a 
leader and commander for the peoples. See, you shall call nations that you do not 
know, and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the LORD your 
God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.  
 
Seek the LORD while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the wicked for-
sake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the LORD, that he 
may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my 
thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD. For as the 
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my 
thoughts than your thoughts. For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
and do not return there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and 
sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes 
out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I 
purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
 

Here ends the reading. 
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Please stand as able. 

CANTICLE 9       Ecce, Deus                                       Ray Francis Brown 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrant   Let us pray.               

  O God, you have created all things by the power of your Word, and you 

  renew the earth by your Spirit: Give now the water of life to those who thirst 

  for you, that they may bring forth abundant fruit in your glorious kingdom; 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  Amen. 
 

. 
 

THE VALLEY OF DRY BONES                                                                                                    Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the LORD 

and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around 

them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, 

"Mortal, can these bones live?" I answered, "O Lord GOD, you know." Then he said to me, 

"Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 

Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall 

live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with 

skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD." 
 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 

noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there 

were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but 

there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, "Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, 

mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O 

breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live." 
 

I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, 

and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
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Then he said to me, "Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 'Our 

bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore 

prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I am going to open your graves, 

and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of 

Israel. And you shall know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you 

up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I 

will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and 

will act," says the LORD. 
 

Here ends the reading. 

 

PSALM 143  Domine exaudi                                                                                                         
Read by all. 

 

1   Lord, hear my prayer, and in your faithfulness heed my supplications; 

 answer me in your righteousness. 
 

2   Enter not into judgment with your servant, 

 for in your sight shall no one living be justified. 
 

3   For my enemy has sought my life; he has crushed me to the ground; 

 he has made me live in dark places like those who are long dead. 
 

4   My spirit faints within me; 

 my heart within me is desolate. 
 

5   I remember the time past; I muse upon all your deeds; 

 I consider the works of your hands. 
 

6   I spread out my hands to you; 

 my soul gasps to you like a thirsty land. 
 

7   O Lord, make haste to answer me; my spirit fails me; 

 do not hide your face from me or I shall be like those who go down to the Pit. 
 

8   Let me hear of your loving kindness in the morning, for I put my trust in you; 

 show me the road that I must walk, for I lift up my soul to you. 
 

9   Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD, 

 for I flee to you for refuge. 
 

10  Teach me to do what pleases you, for you are my God; 

 let your good Spirit lead me on level ground. 
 

11  Revive me, O LORD, for your Name’s sake; 

 for your righteousness’ sake, bring me out of trouble. 
 

12  Of your goodness, destroy my enemies and bring all my foes to naught, 

 for truly I am your servant. 
 

 
 

Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 

  Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought us out of sin 

  into righteousness and out of death into life: Grant to those who are sealed 

  by your Holy Spirit the will and the power to proclaim you to all the world; 

  through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

  Amen. 
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    The candles at the Altar may now be lit from the Paschal Candle. 

 
Please stand as able. 

The following is said three times as the lights are lit. 
 

  Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

  People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

CANTICLE Pascha Nostrum                            Jeffrey Rickard  

Bells are rung by the congregation while singing the Refrain,  

celebrating the Resurrection!  
 

Bells are silenced during the singing of the verses.  

 Choir            

     Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, 

      but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia!       Refrain/ 
   Ring Bells 
 

 Choir   

  Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; 

                 death no longer has dominion over Him. 

                 The death He died, He died to sin, once for all; 

  but the life He lives, He lives to God. 

                  So also consider yourselves dead to sin, 

  and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Alleluia!   Refrain/ 
   Ring Bells 
 

          Choir  

  Christ being raised from the dead, 

                 the first-fruits of them who have fallen asleep. 

                 For since by man came death, 

                  by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.                

   For as in Adam all die, 

      so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia!            Refrain/ 
   Ring Bells 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY 

  Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

  People And also with you. 

  Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

The Celebrant then says 

O God, who for our redemption gave your only begotten Son to the death 

of the cross, and by his glorious resurrection delivered us from the power of 

our enemy: Grant us so to die daily to sin, that we may evermore live with 

him in the joy of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 

 

Please be seated. 

EPISTLE LESSON                                                                         Romans 6: 3-11 
   

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were bap-

tized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, 

so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too 

might walk in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, 

we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We know that our old self 

was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be destroyed, and we might no 

longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died 

with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being 

raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 

The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So 

you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 
 

  Reader The Word of the Lord. 

  People Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand as able. 
 

HYMN AT THE SEQUENCE  296       We know that Christ is raised                              Engelberg 

        

  

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                   Matthew 28: 1-10 

  Gospeler The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  

  People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and 

the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; 

for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone 

and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For 

fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the 

women, "Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 

He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 

Then go quickly and tell his disciples, 'He has been raised from the dead, and indeed 

he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.' This is my message for 

you." So they left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 

Suddenly Jesus met them and said, "Greetings!" And they came to him, took hold of 

his feet, and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, "Do not be afraid; go and tell 

my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me."  

 
 

  Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord. 

  People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
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HOMILY                           A Reading of St. John Chrysostom’s Easter Prayer 

 

Are there any who are devout lovers of God? Let them enjoy this beautiful bright festival! 

Are there any who are grateful servants? Let them rejoice and enter into the joy of their 

Lord! Are there any weary with fasting? Let them now receive their wages! 

 

If any have toiled from the first hour, let them receive their due reward; If any have come 

after the third hour, let him with gratitude join in the Feast!  And he that arrived after the 

sixth hour, let him not doubt; for he too shall sustain no loss. And if any delayed until the 

ninth hour, let him not hesitate; but let him come too. And he who arrived only at the 

eleventh hour, let him not be afraid by reason of his delay. For the Lord is gracious and 

receives the last even as the first. He gives rest to him that comes at the eleventh hour, 

as well as to him that toiled from the first. 

 

To this one He gives, and upon another He bestows. He accepts the works as He greets 

the endeavor. The deed he honors and the intention he commends. Let us all enter into 

the joy of the Lord! 

 

First and last alike receive your reward; rich and poor, rejoice together! 

Sober and slothful, celebrate the day! You that have kept the fast, and you that have 

not, rejoice today for the Table is richly laden! Feast royally on it, the calf is a fatted one. 

Let no one go away hungry. Partake, all, of the cup of faith. Enjoy all the riches of His 

goodness! 

 

Let no one grieve at his poverty, for the universal kingdom has been revealed. Let no 

one mourn that he has fallen again and again; for forgiveness has risen from the grave. 

Let no one fear death, for the Death of our Savior has set us free. He has destroyed it by 

enduring it. He destroyed Hell when he descended into it. He put it into an uproar even 

as it tasted of his flesh. 

 

Isaiah foretold this when he said, "You, O Hell, have been troubled by encountering him 

below." Hell was in an uproar because it was done away with. It was in an uproar be-

cause it is mocked. It was in an uproar, for it is destroyed. It is in an uproar, for it is annihi-

lated. It is in an uproar, for it is now made captive. Hell took a body, and discovered 

God. It took earth, and encountered Heaven. It took what it saw, and was overcome by 

what it did not see. 

 

O death, where is thy sting? 

O Hell, where is thy victory? 

 

Christ is Risen, and you, o death, are annihilated! 

Christ is Risen, and the evil ones are cast down! 

Christ is Risen, and the angels rejoice! 

Christ is Risen, and life is liberated! 

 

Christ is Risen, and the tomb is emptied of its dead; 

for Christ having risen from the dead, 

is become the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

 

To him be Glory and Power forever and ever. Amen! 

 

(The Easter Sermon of John Chrysostom (circa 400 AD)) 
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RENEWAL OF BAPTISMAL COVENANT 
 

Celebrant    Through the Paschal mystery, dear friends, we are buried with Christ by  

  Baptism into his death, and raised with him to newness of life. I call upon  

  you, therefore, now that our Lenten observance is ended, to renew the  

  solemn promises and vows of Holy Baptism, by which we once renounced 

  Satan and all his works, and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy  

  Catholic Church.  

 

  Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father? 

  People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

  Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

  People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 

 and born of the Virgin Mary. 

 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again. 

 He ascended into heaven, 

 and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

  People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 

 the communion of saints, 

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 the resurrection of the body, 

 and the life everlasting. 

 

 

  Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking 

of bread, and in the prayers ? 

  People I will, with God’s help. 
 

  Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent 

and return to the Lord? 

  People I will, with God’s help. 
 

  Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ? 

  People I will, with God’s help. 
 

  Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as your-

self? 

  People I will, with God’s help. 
 

  Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the 

dignity of every human being? 

  People I will, with God’s help. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
 

In peace we pray to you, Lord God.  
 

Give wisdom to those who have responsibility and authority in every land, that we may 

share with justice the resources of the world, and work together in trust. 
 

Let us pray for the Church and its mission.  

In the Anglican cycle of prayer, for the Right Reverend Musa Mwin Tula and the Diocese 

of Bauchi in the Church of Nigeria.  

In the diocesan cycle of prayer for St. Peter’s, Brenham; St. Philip’s, Hearne; and  

St. Thomas’, College Station. 

In the ministry cycle of prayer for Joanne Starbuck and the Flower Ministry. 
 

We pray for our bishops and other ministers, especially Michael, our Presiding Bishop; 

Andy, Hector, Jeff and Kai, our Bishops; for Hannah, Luz and  Henry our clergy.  
 

We commend to your keeping ourselves and each other, our families, those with whom  

we work and learn, our neighbors and our friends.  
 

Comfort and heal, we pray, all who are in sorrow, need, sickness, or any other trouble,  

especially for those we now name: Bill, Charles, Letha, Mary, Glenda, Richard, Tina,  

Peyton, John, Barbara, Lynelle, Leonard, Jim, Elise, Eula, Jocelyn, Darren, Lisa, Minnie, 

Reiss, and Larry.  
 

Let us give thanks for the faithful departed, especially all who have perished by contract-

ing the Coronavirus. Grant that we, with all your saints, may be brought to a joyful resur-

rection and the fulfillment of your kingdom.  
 

We give you thanks for your servants in every age, especially for these who are celebrat-

ing their birthdays: Stuart, Ken, Heather, John, Ann, David, Brad, Elissa, Kaydence, and 

Danya. 
 

O God, we who come before you this day are many and diverse, with different needs 

and desires.  
 

We ask you to accept our thanksgivings, to guide our ways, and to receive our praise. O 

God, hear the prayers of your people.  

 

THE PEACE  
  Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

  People And also with you. 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 

 

VIRTUAL OFFERING 

Online Giving  is available through AccessACS.  

Go to www.trinitymidtown.org and click the “Give” button on the top right, or click: 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=156477 

Texting. Send the message heartofmidtown to 73256. The prompt will ask for a credit 

card number which can be kept on file for future contributions. 
 

 

ANTHEM AT THE OFFERTORY          With a Voice of Singing                          Martin Shaw 

 

HYMN AT THE PRESENTATION  400, stanza 7                                                        Lasst uns erfreuen 
Please stand as able. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With a voice of singing declare ye this,  

and let it be heard, Alleluia. Declare ye this,  

and let it be heard, Alleluia. 

 

Utter it even unto the ends of the earth. 

 

The Lord hath delivered his people,  

 Alleluia. 

The Lord hath delivered his people,  

 Alleluia. 

 

 

O be joyful in God, all ye lands, 

O sing praises to the honor of his name, 

make his praise to be glorious. 

 

With a voice of singing declare ye this,  

and let it be heard, Alleluia. Alleluia.  

Declare ye this, and let it be heard,  

 Alleluia. 

https://secure.accessacs.com/access/oglogin.aspx?sn=156477
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:  Eucharistic Prayer II                                                            BCP, page  340 

 

SURSUM CORDA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you,  

Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 
  
But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us, and has taken 

away the sin of the world. By his death he has destroyed death, and by his rising to life 

again he has won for us everlasting life. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 

company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

SANCTUS AND BENEDICTUS  S128                   William Mathias 
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Please stand as able. 
Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself, and, when we 

had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 

to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all.   
 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, 

a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 

bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance 

of me.” 
 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 

them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed 

for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the re-

membrance of me.” 
 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 Christ has died, 

 Christ is risen. 

 Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues 
  
We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 

thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 
 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 

the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may 

Faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; 

and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
  
All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity 

of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever.   
 

  People         Amen. 
 

The Celebrant then continues 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

People and Celebrant 

  Our Father, who art in heaven,  

   hallowed be thy Name, 

  thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

   on earth as it is in heaven.  

  Give us this day our daily bread,  

   and forgive us our trespasses 

   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

  For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

   and the glory for ever and ever. Amen.  
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FRACTION ANTHEM S155                                                                                      Gerald Near 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INVITATION TO HOLY COMMUNION                  BCP, page 364 
 

  Celebrant   The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
 

For the duration of the current pandemic we will offer communion in one kind, the 

bread only. The priest will offer to those present wafers spaced apart on a bread 

plate. Please take one without touching the others and consume it as you return to 

your seat.  

 

The Prayer for Spiritual Communion is prayed by those at home unable to partake 

of communion in person 

 
 

PRAYER FOR SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 
In union, blessed Jesus, with the faithful gathered at every altar of your Church where 

your blessed Body and Blood are offered this day, we long to offer you praise and 

thanksgiving, for creation and all the blessings of this life, for the redemption won for 

us by your life, death, and resurrection, for the means of grace and the hope of glory. 

We believe that you are truly present in the Holy Sacrament, and, since we cannot at 

this time receive communion, we pray you to come into our hearts. We unite our-

selves with you and embrace you with all our hearts, our souls, and our minds. Let 

nothing separate us from you; let us serve you in this life until, by your grace, we 

come to your glorious kingdom and unending peace.  Amen. 
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AGNUS DEI S164                                                                          Franz Peter Schubert  

 

      
Please stand or kneel as able. 

 

POST-COMMUNION PRAYER   
  

Celebrant and People 

    Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

    you have graciously accepted us as living members 

    of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

    and you have fed us with spiritual food 

    in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 

    Send us now into the world in peace, 

    and grant us strength and courage 

    to love and serve you 

    with gladness and singleness of heart; 

    through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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BLESSING 
The priest blesses the people, saying 

May Almighty God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the  

 resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing.  

 Amen. 

May God, who through the water of baptism has raised us from sin into   

 newness of life, make you holy and worthy to be united with Christ for ever.  

 Amen. 
 

May God, who has brought us out of bondage to sin into true and lasting   

 freedom in the Redeemer, bring you to your eternal inheritance.  

 Amen. 

 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,   

 be upon you and remain with you for ever.  

 Amen. 
 

 

 

Please stand as able. 
  

HYMN IN PROCESSION 460  Alleluia! Sing to Jesus                                Hyfrydol 
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DISMISSAL 
 

  Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

  People Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

 
 



A HISTORY OF TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH    
 

Trinity Episcopal Church of Houston has existed as a house of worship and a center of its 

community for over a century. As such, it has adapted to the changing nature of the city, as 

Houston grew from a regional town of approximately 40,000 souls to a dynamic metropoli-

tan giant, the fourth largest city in the United States. With a congregation that grew from a 

few founding members in the 1890s to several thousand parishioners at its peak, Trinity 

Church is an example of how spiritual people have contended with the challenges present-

ed during a city's most crucial period of urban development. 
 

Founded in 1893 as a mission of Christ Church, Houston’s first Episcopal church, Trinity is lo-

cated southwest of downtown. After a quarter of a century of existence in wooden build-

ings, Trinity parish built its present imposing structure (1917 - 1921) in Houston's South End, at 

the corner of Main Street and Holman Avenue. That structure, designed by Ralph Adams 

Cram of Boston and William Ward Watkin of Houston became an architectural landmark 

constructed in the neo-Gothic style with Texas limestone and a 97 foot bell tower. 
 

During the late 1910s and 1920s, Trinity entered an era of explosive growth, paralleling that 

of the city, and became an important center of the Episcopal faith.  The congregation's 

many youth and adult activities were community events that attracted wide attention 

among the general populace. An integral part of its city, Trinity likewise maintained special 

relationships with Houstonians of other faiths. With a membership numbering 1,900 parishion-

ers in 1930, Trinity emerged as the largest Episcopal parish in the Diocese of Texas and one 

of the largest in the nation. 
 

After World War II, Houston's growth presented Trinity with perhaps its greatest challenge. As 

the city physically expanded into the new postwar suburbs, Trinity's membership began to 

decline. Rather than abandon its historic location, the congregation showed itself to be 

steadfast. Resurrecting itself from this period, Trinity reaffirmed its mission, this time as a bea-

con in the inner city where it has become a leading institution in the heart of Houston, deter-

mined to enhance the quality of urban life for everyone.  

 

While our neighborhood has gone through many changes, the parish has remained stead-

fast, and actively ministers to a diverse congregation and to the poor in its midst.  As the 

Midtown Houston neighborhood began redeveloping, starting in the early 2000s, Trinity 

Church has rededicated itself to its spiritual mission, and has become an active part of the 

Midtown area for music and other creative art expressions. 



 

Trinity Episcopal Church 

1015 Holman Street, Houston, Texas 77004 

Phone 713.528.4100  Fax 713.942.0117  

www.TrinityMidtown.org 

WEAPONS POLICY: 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 30.06, PENAL CODE (TRESPASS BY LICENSE HOLDER WITH  

A CONCEALED HANDGUN), A PERSON LICENSED UNDER SUBCHAPTER H,  

CHAPTER 411, GOVERNMENT CODE (HANDGUN LICENSING LAW), MAY NOT  

ENTER THIS PROPERTY WITH A CONCEALED HANDGUN.   

 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 30.07, PENAL CODE (TRESPASS BY LICENSE HOLDER WITH  

AN OPENLY CARRIED HANDGUN), A PERSON LICENSED UNDER SUBCHAPTER H,  

CHAPTER 411, GOVERNMENT CODE (HANDGUN LICENSING LAW), MAY NOT  

ENTER THIS PROPERTY WITH A HANDGUN THAT IS CARRIED OPENLY.   

STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 

The Reverend Hannah E. Atkins Romero, Rector 

   Rector@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 13 
 

The Reverend Canon Dr. Henry Atkins,  

Theologian in Residence 

hleeatkins@aol.com 
 

The Reverend Luz Cabrera Montes, Curate 

Curate@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 17 
 

Collin Boothby, Organist and Choirmaster 

Music@TrinityMidtown.org 

Connections@TrinityMidtown.org 

 ext. 21 
 

Ryan Mire, Front Office Manager 

FrontOffice@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 10 

April Sloan-Hubert, Co-Director  

Pelayo Parlade, Co-Director 

of the Trinity Jazz Ensemble 

aprildst82@icloud.com 
 

Fabian Berrios, Youth Missioner 

Youth@TrinityMidtown.org 
 

VOLUNTEER STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Pat Laubach, Volunteer Coordinator 

Volunteer@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 22 
 

Carol Turley, Membership Secretary 

Membership@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 18 
 

 

 


