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AGENDA 

 
 

9:15 a.m.   Welcome                           The Reverend Hannah E. Atkins Romero, Rector 
 
  Opening Prayer                   The Reverend Dale Klitzke, Priest Associate              
 
             Election Procedures                             Teddy Adams, Chancellor                     
              
                        Presentation of Vestry and Council                        Ann McCoy, Head Teller 
  Delegate Candidates 
   
9:30 a.m.          Balloting /Vote                                   Ushers and Election Committee Members 
  Children’s Activities begin 
 
  Treasurer’s Report                 Larry Laubach 
 
  Stewardship                     Gladys Vallés 
 

 Junior Warden Report                        John Escoto 
 
  Senior Warden’s  Report                       Andy Durham 
 
10:00 a. m. Recognition of Outgoing Vestry The Reverend Hannah E. Atkins Romero                          
                       
  Rector’s Report   The Reverend Hannah E. Atkins Romero 
 
  Memorial to Deceased   Communicants             Mary Cloud 
           Alex Jones   
        
  Closing Prayer         The Reverend Luz Cabrera Montes, Associate Rector  
 
  Closing Hymn           #433 We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing 
 

Election results will be announced during the Announcements at the 10:30 service if needed. 
 
 
 

  GO IN PEACE TO LOVE AND SERVE THE LORD! 
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NEW  MEMBERS 

2023 
   

 

BAPTIZED 

Don Goodell 

Caiden Hillier 

 

 

CONFIRMED 

Javiera Beatriz Bravo-Alegria    Benjamin Dennis Tallcott 

Lindsey Jo von Holten     Jonathan Wayne Goodsell 

Jason Christopher Hruska    Don Richard Goodell 

Abigail Rose Swearengin 

 

RECEPTION 

Andrea Leigh Horton 

Wendy L. Wentland 

Paul Ross Wilderman 

Andrea Scarpa Wilderman 

Kathleen Nelson Goodell 
 

 
 

REAFFIRMATION 

Sylvia Gail Drew 

Stanley Ivon Tubbs, Jr. 

Randolph Jay Goswick 

 

 

 

TRANSFERRED IN 2023 

Alejandro T. Montes 
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Section 2.2 Persons Eligible to Vote – Definitions of  Confirmed Communicant and 
Communicant in Good Standing 
 
Men and women at least 16 years of age, who are enrolled confirmed communicants in good stand-
ing of the Parish, are entitled to vote for members of the Vestry and upon all questions requiring 
the action of the Congregation, but none shall be admitted to serve as members of the Vestry ex-
cept those who are at least 18 years of age. Voting may be by absentee ballot under such rules and 
regulations as may have been established at a prior Parish Meeting. 
 
For the purpose of Title III.2.2, an enrolled communicant in good standing of a  Parish is a com-
municant in good standing who is enrolled as such in the records of such Parish. 
 
For purpose of the Canons, a confirmed communicant or confirmed communicant in good stand-
ing is a communicant or communicant in good standing who has been confirmed by a Bishop of 
the Episcopal Church or a Bishop of a Church in communion with the Episcopal Church or has 
been received into the Episcopal Church by a Bishop of the Episcopal Church. 
 
For purpose of the Canons, a communicant in good standing is a communicant who for the previ-
ous year has been faithful in corporate worship, unless for good cause prevented, and has been 
faithful in working, praying, and giving for the spread of the Kingdom of God. 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  If  your name is not on the list of  Active Members Eligible to 
Vote January 28, please contact Membership Secretary Carol Turley at member-
ship@trinitymidtown.org as soon as possible. 

VOTING ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
Defined by the Constitution and Canons of  the Episcopal 

Diocese of  Texas 
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Rector’s Report 
The Reverend Hannah E. Atkins Romero 

From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. (John 1:16) 
 
My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness…  
(2 Corinthians 12: 9)  
 
In an address at the Trinity Institute the complexity of authority and 
ministry in the church was described as being, “like putting together a 
jigsaw puzzle while riding a roller coaster.” (John M. Allin, Address, Trinity Institute, April 22, 
1975).  What was true back then is still true today! Luckily, the puzzle we are putting together is a 
community centered on Christ, the final picture is a family portrait made of a thousand pieces of 
grace given by God and embodied by you. Blessedly, “From God’s fullness we have all received 
grace upon grace,” and God’s grace is sufficient for us. God’s power is made perfect in weakness. 
 
This year has been one of faithfulness, stability, and continued transition back to beloved minis-
tries. Please read through the descriptions written by ministry leaders that are full of examples of 
grace in action. Grace in Action is our stewardship theme for 2024. Stewardship is a continued area 
of growth for our leadership but even in our reality of being a smaller parish now after COVID, 
even in our weakness, the generosity of our congregation and friends is alive and well. From en-
hanced Evening Prayer, to hosting LOTS again, to the Men’s group, Women’s Circle, Listening 
Post, to Drag Me to Church and so much more, we see the fullness of God’s grace. We are full of 
good service; saturated with good friendships, and getting there in our finances. I want to thank all 
of you for the privilege to serve as your rector. Grace abounds with you all. 
 
Amongst all the other service, truth-telling, and Christ-loving we do here; we raised up another 
young adult parishioner for the ordination process. Barret Hess is a postulant in the Diocese of 
Texas and will attend seminary in the fall of 2024. Additionally, I have served the Diocese of Texas 
as President of the Standing Committee and will be rotating off this February. I will continue my 
work on the boards of General Theological Seminary and Virginia Theological Seminary, an affilia-
tion whose success was been navigated and proven in 2023. I have not yet finished my writing for 
the Doctor of Ministry from Sewanee but there will be a big announcement when I do, so just keep 
praying! 
 
Looking forward we are blessed to begin a journey of discernment with Partners For Sacred Places. 
This will be the bulk of my address at this year’s Annual Meeting. Exciting times securing the future 
for Trinitarians in the centuries are coming! 
 
I want to offer my gratitude and deep respect to our wonderful Senior Warden, Andy Durham, 
who has served for two years as a trusted confidant, sibling in faith, and colleague in ministry. I am 
so thankful to him for his willingness to continue to serve.  Wholeheartedly, I want to thank the 
outgoing vestry members: Ben Blanding, John Escoto, Ann McCoy, and Michele White. Ben will 
continue as Clerk of the Vestry. Ann and Michele will continue the splendid work they have already 
begun as Co-chairs of the Trinity JazzFest Festival.  We will hold the long-delayed 20th Trinity Jazz 
Festival in July 2024.  
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John Escoto has been Junior Warden at Trinity since Hurricane Harvey. He took the baton from 
Rhonda Rogers as she went off to seminary and a month later Hurricane Harvey hit. We sustained a 
lot of damage. John spearheaded the repairs with his perseverance and determination. His good na-
ture and level-headedness in his dealing with so many projects reflected his innate leadership ability. 
I believe I hear Someone saying, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” I look forward to seeing 
how John relaxes! 
 
Heartfelt thanks to the other dedicated members of the vestry as well: soon to be Junior Warden, 
Eric Beam; Larry Laubach, Treasurer; Steve Lee, Assistant Treasurer; Teddy Adams, Chancellor; 
Dana Gannon, Assistant Chancellor; Samantha Rainman, Assistant Clerk; Pam Lawson, Mary 
Matteucci, John Merullo, Gladys Vallés, and David Villarreal.   
 
Welcome to our new vestry members: Brent Chambers, Tony Huffman, Jeanne Sommerfeld, and 
Andrea Shiloh. I look forward to a fruitful three years together on the vestry team. 
 
Last but not least, I want to thank the dedicated clergy and staff: The Rev. Luz Cabrera Montes, 
The Rev. Dale Klitzke, Ryan Mire, Pat Laubach, Alex Jones, Lauren Santerre, Sam Jones, April 
Sloane Hubert, Pelayo Parlade, Ken Jones, Carol Turley, Rosa Gutierrez, and Kelly Mercer.  
 
Grace and peace, 

 
 
 
 

The Rev. Hannah E. Atkins Romero 
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Associate Rector’s Report 
The Rev. Luz Cabrera Montes 

Dear Trinity family,  
 
Reflecting on the past year, 2023, was truly a memorable year for 
our community! It marked a significant step forward, allowing us 
to reintroduce some special liturgies and events that brought us 
together in celebration. It was a year of loss, growth, and much 
love!  
 
Working with Trinity clergy, staff, and volunteers brings me immense joy! I have collaborated with 
Rev. Hannah in worship, teaching, and preaching. And have been blessed by Rev. Dale’s continued 
support and leadership. Below, I offer a glimpse into some remarkable moments showcasing God’s 
abounding love through all we accomplished together.   
 
We had a visit from Bishop Ryan in February and one from Bishop Monterroso in October. In 
preparation for these, we held four Episcopal Way classes throughout the year. These classes are 
open to all but especially encouraged for those new to the Episcopal Church. We had fruitful con-
versations with both newcomers and long-time Trinity parishioners. Since pausing our search for a 
youth missioner, I have worked with Eddie Basabe and George Zemanek to plan events for families 
and youth and lead Sunday School. The year's first event was the long-awaited return of our Shrove 
Tuesday Pancake Supper. And then, in March, not even the rain could keep us from having our 
Family Picnic, where we laughed and ate way too much! We joined Cathedral Youth for an outing 
in September and ended the year visiting the Houston Zoo in December with a few other youth-led 
activities. After many years of service in the nursery, Yolanda decided it was time to take some well-
deserved time off. During this transition, we had help from a few different adults, but we still do 
not have a permanent person to help Erika, so some adjustments have had to be made. We are anx-
ious and ready to hire someone to help fill this position. We ended 2023 with a beautiful pageant 
that included many stars, literally and figuratively; kids rocked it! Our weekly Healing Service con-
tinues to be well attended by Trinity parishioners and now expands to friends who otherwise can-
not participate in our in-person services. We did try to transition this back to an in-person service 
with little interest, so we have decided to remain on Zoom.  
 
One of the many reasons Trinity is known is for how they care for all! We support our neighbors 
and different organizations throughout the year. This Summer, we were contacted by Texas Chil-
dren’s Hospital for housing support for a young mom, and Trinity parishioners stepped up not only 
by providing housing but also by making sure the baby had gifts upon their discharge—just another 
example of how your love and financial contributions made an impact. In the Summer months, we 
collected over 1,000 juice boxes for Kids’ Meals Inc. The youth also decided to continue supporting 
Covenant House, which provides shelter for homeless, abused, and abandoned youth. During Ad-
vent, they collected socks and underwear for this organization. We also continue our partnership 
with Gulf Coast Regional Blood Centers, hosting blood drives in our parking lot!  
 
Our commitment to social justice has also allowed me to serve God and represent Trinity in other 
capacities. During the diocesan council, Rev. Hannah and I were elected to serve as deputies to the 
81st General Convention, which will be held this summer in Louisville, KY. I served as a chaplain 



 

9 

Senior Warden’s Report 
Andy Durham  

in July and celebrated at the closing Eucharist of the Episcopal Youth Event in Baltimore. I was 
invited to preach and celebrate at the Seminary of the Southwest’s Latinx/Hispanic Heritage Month 
Eucharist in September. In December, I wrote a reflection for their Advent Meditations and Pray-
ers and ended the year participating in an episode of Prophetic Voices: Preaching and Teaching Be-
loved Community, a podcast of the Episcopal Church.    

Faithfully,  

 

The Rev. Luz Cabrera Montes  

Dear Trinity Community, 
    
This is my second year to serve as your Sr. Warden. I continue to be moved with the commitment 
of the Trinity Community.  In 2023 Trinity, through the Clergies’ and your extraordinary efforts, 
has continued to resume ministries from their suspension during COVID and added more minis-
tries. It is great and rewarding to see attendance increasing as we  create a “new normal”. This is 
always with the underlining appeal of Trinity that welcomes  everyone and treats everyone with the 
respect that everyone created by God is entitled. I also continue to be amazed at all of the work for 
Trinity done by the Clergy, Staff and Volunteers. That dedication and commitment enables Trinity 
to have an impact far beyond its size to fulfill its Mission Statement: “Making God’s Presence Real 
by Sharing Christ’s Life-Changing Love”.  It almost goes without saying that the above progress is 
highly attributable to the welcoming and inclusive efforts of our Rector, Hannah  Akins Romero.  
Trinity is a place where all are welcome. 
 
Trinity will face challenges in the next year.  Presently we are adversely impacted by the street con-
struction on Holman and later in the year it is expected that construction will start on the Trinity 
parking lot. This will be inconvenient which I hope does not deter you from attending services in 
person, though Trinity continues to provide live streaming of  services.  As you know Trinity has 
commenced a discernment process to move towards the future of  Trinity.  This includes determin-
ing how all of  the assets of  Trinity can best be utilized to fulfill its Mission Statement.  It is antici-
pated that this process will continue through 2024 and perhaps into 2025 before decisions reflecting 
Trinity’s Mission Statement can be made.  The Vestry is committed to listening to and considering 
all viewpoints during this process.  There will be multiple opportunities to express views including 
on the Trinity Website which will continue to report on the status of  the process. 
 
I look forward to working with all to continue to have Trinity as the welcoming and respectful place 
dear to all of us. 
 
Peace to all, 
Andy Durham 
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Junior Warden’s Report 
John Escoto  

 

2023 was nothing short of another wonderful year of generosity 
given by many of our parishioners.  Catherine Reed, one of the 
beautiful voices in trinity choir, made a generous donation that 
enabled us to replace the worn wood planks with brownstone 
tile in front and rear of the sanctuary.  This created a more co-
hesive and finished look to the various areas of the main sanctu-
ary.   Another of our teenage parishioners, Bryon Walton, paint-
ed a Labyrinth in Fellowship Main Stage to achieve his Eagle 
Scout Rank.  He also refurbished hand railings in need of paint-
ing.  
 
We made various repairs to our kitchen equipment to restart our Sunday Morning breakfast service 
partnership with Lord of the Streets.  We have served at least 125 individuals breakfast, a meal that 
they may not get otherwise, each week since the first Sunday after Easter. 
 
As I submit my last Junior Warden report, I am incredibly grateful for the love and support the 
Trinity church community has given me.  There were so many people to thank but I hesitate to 
name names as I may leave someone out.  However, the knowledge and experience I’ve gained 
have been invaluable and will always be held close to my heart.  The property committee meets 
once a month to discuss projects and maintenance issues regarding the church property.  I appreci-
ate the discussions and collaborations brought to our monthly meetings that helped guide and make 
good decisions for Trinity. 
 
I have lots of love and respect for Larry Laubach and his never-ending commitment to Trinity.  He 
has taught me what it means to be a good steward of Trinity’s finances. 
 
Special Thank you to Ryan Mire, who continues to keep things running smoothly throughout the 
church.  His diligence and persistence are great assets to Trinity.  
 
And I am forever grateful to Mother Hannah for spiritual support and belief in my decision-making 
for Trinity.  
 

Submitted by: 
John Escoto 
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Music at Trinity 

Alex Jones Organist/Choirmaster 

   
"This year has been an exciting one for music at Trinity! We wel-
comed several new members of the choir and participated in the 
first new multi-parish Choral Evensong which was hosted at St. 
Thomas Church in Meyerland. This amazing event, organized by 
myself, Bryan Anderson, John Kirk and Renee Rybolt, represent-
ed the culmination of many months of careful planning and re-
hearsal. I, and the other music directors named above, wanted to 
create a collaborative opportunity for the choirs of our respective churches (St. Andrews, St. 
Mark's, St. Thomas and Trinity) to come together for a special service designed to push our music-
making abilities even further than we do normally as well as to provide an opportunity for socializ-
ing and reconnecting with friends old and new. I'm delighted to say that the event was a smashing 
success and we had an awesome contingent of Trinity folks show up to support us - so a big thanks 
go to you all! We plan on doing another similar event later on this calendar year at another host 
church which we are sure will be every bit as successful as the last one! 
 
Looking ahead, we have our big Easter services coming up in March and lots of excellent music will 
be provided for this occasion. We will also be seeing the return of the spectacular Brass Quartet 
from UH that played for Easter Sunday last year, so you won't want to miss that! Additionally, we 
have an exciting Choral Conducting workshop presented by Dr. Betsy Weber on behalf of the 
Houston Chapter of the American Guild of Organists on Saturday, April 13th from 10am to 12 
noon.  
 
Reflecting on some personal accomplishments from the last year, I am delighted to have submitted 
the first chapter of my Doctoral Dissertation and to have completed my final Doctoral Recital 
which was graciously hosted by St. John the Divine. A big thanks to all again for showing up to 
support my work - it really means the world! Our Christmas services were well-attended and our 
music gratefully received. We will continue to endeavor to provide great music each week for ser-
vices to enhance our beautiful traditional 10:30am Service and on behalf of the entire choir, I'd like 
to personally thank you all for your kind words and continued support over the last 12 months.  
 

SOLI DEO GLORIA 

Alex Jones 

Organist/Choirmaster 
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Peace Crane Ministry 
Elisabeth (Libby) Tsubai   

Peace Crane Ministry 
 

In 2023 the Trinity Peace Crane Ministry focused its efforts on 
folding additional orange origami cranes to hang in the Trinity 
Gun Violence Memorial, a multimedia installation adjacent to 
the Columbarium. Orange is the color associated with gun vio-
lence, and these cranes memorialize the ever-growing number of 
children and teens who die each year in the U.S. as a result of 
this tragedy. Over 2,000 orange cranes have been folded to date. 
Folding cranes will not stop gun violence, but it is a spiritual 
practice that our ministry has found helpful, whether done individually or in a group. Folding is 
conducive to prayer and reflection, and when done in community the conversations we have and 
connections we make are healing. 

 

 
If you’re interested please contact tsubaie@yahoo.com  

mailto:tsubaie@yahoo.com
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Lord of  the Streets Services 
Elisabeth (Libby) Tsubai   

Trinity has long been a supporter and partner of Lord of the Streets (‘LOTS’ ,)a Mission Church of 
the Episcopal Diocese of Texas and 501(c)3 organization that serves the homeless and disadvanta-
ged. Lord of the Streets is located directly adjacent to Trinity at 3301 Fannin. Through its staff, vo-
lunteers, and partners LOTS provides meals, clothing/hygiene essentials, health and vision care, 
social service referrals, an address for mail receipt, help with housing, showers, worship services and 
pastoral care. In April 2023 (after a three-year hiatus due to the pandemic), Trinity once again began 
providing Sunday worship and dining space for the LOTS community. Each week approximately 
125 people attend the 7 a.m. service led by The Reverend Bradley Sullivan, Vicar for Lord of the 
Streets. Worship is followed by an abundant hot breakfast, prepared in the Trinity kitchen and 
served in Fellowship Hall. Teams from supporting congregations across the Diocese, including Tri-
nity, assist with welcome and worship, cooking, serving, and cleanup.  
 

 
 
In 1990, Trinity established Lord of the Streets within the Diocese of Texas as a ministry dedicated 
to homeless Houstonians. In 1993, the Episcopal Diocese of Texas adopted Lord of the Streets as a 
separate “evangelistic mission” charged with addressing the holistic needs of homeless Houstoni-
ans. 
 
Since Lord of the Streets’ inception, a hot breakfast (originally) cooked and served by Trinity pa-
rishioners has been a hallmark of its Sunday service. Trinity continues to host Sunday services in-
cluding breakfasts for Lord of the Streets, however, now, we share the cooking and serving respon-
sibilities with local congregations and civic-minded organizations. 
 
In 2023, after a pandemic-imposed hiatus, Trinity resumed hosting Lord of the Streets’ Sunday ser-
vices and hot breakfasts. Our cook team prepared breakfast three Sundays in 2023 and we’re sched-
uled to serve breakfast three Sundays in 2024 (they are, March 10th, July 7th, and November 10th).  
 
We’re always looking to grow our cook team and if you’re interested in joining us, contact Ann 
McCoy at ann.mccoy@att.net . 
 
 
 
 

Trinity Midtown LOTS Cook Team 
  

mailto:ann.mccoy@att.net
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Altar Guild Ministry 
Mark Goza and Joanne Starbuck 

 
In the early days of the church, followers of Christ gathered in 
private homes to break bread together and share their memories 
of him.  As Christians multiplied and needed larger buildings in 
which to meet, certain people were given the task of caring for 
these places and for hundreds of years thereafter, were responsi-
ble for everything that is now considered “altar guild work.”   
 
As is the case at Trinity, altar guilds today are groups of men and women who are called to serve 
God by preparing and tending the space in which we worship. 2023 Altar Guild members included 
Shelby Bradley, Alex Bruton, Linda Davenport, Mark Goza, Catherine Guthrie, Ron Mailloux, 
Madeline Mauk, Carolyn Reyes, Jeanne Sommerfeld and Joanne Starbuck. 
  
Each Altar Guild member is part of a team which has responsibility once a month.  Trinity’s Altar 
Guild is responsible for preparing for all Sunday and Wednesday Eucharistic services, as well as 
baptisms, confirmations, weddings, funerals and memorial services.  The Altar Guild also prepares 
the Church and Morrow Chapel for Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Holy Week, Easter and 
Pentecost.  There are also various workdays throughout the year, which are usually before Advent, 
Palm Sunday, Easter and Christmas.   
 
Linda Davenport prepares the Eucharist for the Lord of the Streets 7 AM service, as well as for the 
8 AM and 12:30 Jazz Eucharist services.  Yvonne Myers assists with cleaning up after the 12:30 Jazz 
service 
 
Additional members are needed, especially on the 1st and 2nd Sundays of the month.  If you feel 
called to serve on this important and fulfilling ministry, please contact Mark Goza at mark-
goza@gmail.com or Joanne Starbuck at jtstarbuck@sbcglobal.net.  One‑on‑one training and a 
step‑by‑step instruction manual (with pictures) are provided! 
 

mailto:markgoza@gmail.com
mailto:markgoza@gmail.com
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Flower Ministry 

Joanne Starbuck 
 
Flowers beautify the sacred spaces of our church each Sunday 
and on other special occasions.  They are a gift to God and to 
those who worship at Trinity.  Flowers can be dedicated com-
memorating a special event or to remember a loved one.  
 
There are several ways to submit your flower dedication: 
 
Sign up online at https://www.trinitymidtown.org/flower-ministry/ 
Contact the Church office at 713-528-4100 or via email to frontoffice@trinitymidtown.org 

Sign up on the paper calendar on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall 
 
Thank you for your faithful support!  
 

https://www.trinitymidtown.org/flower-ministry/
mailto:frontoffice@trinitymidtown.org
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Hospitality Apartments 
Joanne Starbuck 

 
Hospitality Apartments provide free temporary housing (from two weeks up to three months) and a 
safe, welcome, comfortable and supportive environment for families in need who live more than 
fifty miles away from the Texas Medical Center who are receiving medical treatment at any of the 
medical care facilities in the Texas Medical Center area.   
 

 
 

 
A Communion and prayer service is offered each Sunday in the Community Room for residents 
and their caretakers.  Alex Bruton, Mary Cloud, Randy Goswick, Joanne Starbuck and Stan Tubbs 
serve as Trinity’s Lay Eucharistic Ministers on the third Sunday of each month.  Trinity’s partners in 
this enriching and rewarding ministry are St. John the Divine and St. Mark’s.   
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Emergency Aid Coalition  
Mary Johns 

 

 

 

 

Trinity has continued their community partnership with Emergency Aid Coalition in 2023, via vol-

unteers, gifts-in-kind, and service.  Week-by-week the congregation supported EAC by donating 

non-perishable food for EAC's food pantry, typically a couple bags of groceries a month.  Trinity 

also organized a food drive for the SouperBowl of Caring event, resulting in more than a dozen 

boxes of canned food donations.  Trinity's lenten coffee-hour project assembled about 100 hygiene 

bags for EAC to distribute to the homeless.  And Trinity's long-time partner Jazz Education  orga-

nized a food drive as part of their winter concert , a car-load of food which Trinity arranged to do-

nate to the EAC food pantry.  EAC has also donated their extra sandwiches to Trinity's evening 

prayer sack lunch program.  In 2024 our goal is to continue this exchange of blessings, especially 

revitalizing the weekly Sunday food collection.   
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Taste of Trinity entered its second year as a meal group to bring members of Trinity together. 
After a pause of a few years (including the height of the COVID pandemic), this ministry, formerly 
known as A Moveable Feast, was revived in 2022 with a new name. Taste of Trinity was the former 
name of the Diversity Potluck we hold every year. That name was available, so it seemed the per-
fect fit. 
 
The goal of Taste of Trinity is primarily social. It’s a chance to get acquainted with fellow Trinitari-
ans while enjoying some delicious food. 
 
We currently have three groups: A dinner group led by John Merullo and George Zemanek, a din-
ner group led by Catherine and Chris Reed, and a brunch group led by Madeleine Mauk and Jeanne 
Sommerfeld. Each group meets once a month, either in members’ homes or at a restaurant. We 
decided the groups would take December off and then all meet for a meal at the church in January. 
The plan is to meet monthly after that and then back at the church in June. 
If you are interested in joining a group, please contact: 
 

John Merullo (rockhopperlad@gmail.com)  
 

or 
  

George Zemanek (g.zemanek.1@gmail.com).  

Taste of  Trinity 
John Merullo and George Zemanek  
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Trinity Church  
Endowment, Inc. 
Saba Blanding, President 

  
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  
   

The Rev. Hannah Atkins Romero,        
 Rector 
Saba Blanding, President  
Brad Beers, Vice President  
Mark Goza, Secretary  
Ken Snell, Treasurer  
Mary Cloud 
Robert Davenport 

Larry Dickerson 
Sarah Frazier 
Steve Lee 
Edgar Marston 
Alexander Obregon 
The Rev. Rhonda Rogers 
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Financial Report  

Larry Laubach 
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Acolyte Ministry 
Mary Cloud 

We’re thankful for the faithfulness of our youth as well as adult acolytes who have served at the 
10:30 a.m. worship service. The ministry has grown during this past year, enabling more of our 
youth to train and serve at the altar, assisting the priests at communion as well as serving the con-
gregation. 
 
Senior acolytes (age 17) are Alex Sennewald, James Sennewald, and Byron Walton.  They will be 
leaving us for college in the fall of 2024.  We’re thankful for their service and for their leadership 
especially during the 10:30 p.m. Christmas Eve service. 
 
Other youth acolytes (ages 8-14) are Leila Blanding, Joshua Draper, Gentry Chambers, Landry 
Chambers, Sawyer Chambers, Helen Hensman, Addilyn Lomasang, and Kaydence Lomasang. 
 
Leila Blanding has served as crucifer at funerals during the past year. 
 
Special thanks goes to the adult team, who not only serve on the third Sunday of the month, but for 
their faithful leadership and presence to the ministry and for their willingness to serve whenever 
needed: Mark Goza, Barrett Hess, Joanne Starbuck, David Villareal, and Mary Cloud.   
 
Special recognition goes to David Villareal for his training of new acolytes and contributions to the 
ministry. 
 
We’re also thankful for the service of former acolytes Ceci Bruton and John Bruton for their pres-
ence when they have returned home for a visit from college. 
 
As we continue to build the ministry, we welcome new acolytes.  If your child is interested in join-
ing the youth acolyte ministry, please contact Mary Cloud. 
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Prayer Chain Ministry 
Norma Cooper 
 
 
The Trinity Prayer Ministry is composed of members of the con-
gregation. We at Trinity Midtown believe in the power of prayer. 
Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. 
Ephesians 6:18   
 
Prayer brings us in touch with God and others, and as we pray, 
we offer every situation to God.  
 
Prayer request can be submitted  by way of text, phone call or email.Tthe  prayer ministry brought a 
deep sense of comfort to those going through difficult times. A simple request that others join you 
in prayer amplified the power of the prayer.  
 
We are commanded to bear one another’s burdens by taking them to the throne of grace. You also 
joining in helping us through your prayers, so that thanks may be given by many persons on our behalf for the favor 
bestowed on us through the prayers of many.” Corinthians 1:11 
Prayer is a profound privilege and expression of our relationship with God. 
As the ministry liaison, it is an honor and a blessing to send out the prayer request. 
If you would like to be part of this ministry, or if you have prayer needs or requests and would like 

prayers by this group, please contact Norma Cooper at normajcoop@aol.com or 281-435-5978. 
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Volunteer Ministries 
Pat Laubach 

SANDWICH MAKERS 
To support this long-standing outreach ministry to our neighbors in need, dedicated volunteers 
meet twice monthly (sometimes more) to maintain a supply of sandwiches. Mary Johns sets up for 
the Sunday meetings, and Donald Hackler broadcasts reminders of the Tuesday gatherings. In addi-
tion, Sheree Thompson places orders for bread and bologna with the HEB on Alabama. 
 
There have been challenges this year, as the number of meals distributed Monday through Friday 
shows a steady increase -- now typically 50 or more per day. Admittedly, this is a good challenge to 
face, and the volunteers have responded with zeal. Thanks and blessings for the continued support! 
 

LAY MINISTERS 
This year has seen some changes to our ministry teams.  We will miss Barney Ong who served so 
faithfully but has returned to his homeland of Borneo.  We have been blessed with new volunteers 
who serve as Lectors, readers of Prayers of the People, and Lay Eucharistic Ministers.   
David Theis coordinates the serve teams for the 12:30 Jazz Gospel service. 
 

USHERS AND GREETERS 
We have four teams of Ushers/Greeters at the 10:30 AM service.  Each team serve one Sunday 
each month.  The teams are small (some have only two or three volunteers) and additional volun-
teers are always welcome.   Thank you to those who have recently joined a team. 
If you are interested in being part of this ministry, please see Pat or ask any usher for additional in-
formation. 
 

We are very grateful for all our wonderful volunteers who often serve in multiple ministries.   
 

Blessings, 
Pat Laubach 
volunteer@trinitymidtown.org 
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Evening Prayer Ministries 
Christian Bearup 

 Since resuming under John Murello’s leadership in fall of 2021, Trinity’s Evening Prayer 
Ministry has persisted in providing daily liturgical prayer for our homeless and food-insecure neigh-
bors. Our growth, both as a ministry and a weekday congregation, has presented us with meaningful 
partnerships as well as logistical challenges. 

The return of LOTS’ Sunday service occasioned a considerable increase in interest among 
our neighbors in our weekday services. Officiants and greeters can now safely assume that we will 
host no less than thirty and as many as forty-five worshippers, many of whom are now familiar fac-
es. It is not uncommon for us to exhaust our nightly supply of food: fifty sack dinners, equaling one 
hundred sandwiches. 

This year we welcomed Harold Robertson’s return to the ministry, and have been blessed 
with the helping hands of Gladys Vallés and Lucia Fernandez. As various volunteers have scaled 
back their weekly involvement to meet career, family, and personal responsibilities, Barrett Hess 
and the Davenports have stepped into biweekly roles to ensure that this ministry continues to pro-
vide for our neighbors’ daily needs. These and all who have volunteered this year—John Merullo, 
Alexandra Maranos, David Theis, Ron Maillioux, Samantha Rainman, Mary Ann Collier, Jason 
Hruska, and the Reverends Luz and Rhonda—have persisted in making Trinity a presence of Christ 
to our neighbors in need who—per the gospels—are themselves Christ’s presence to us. 

This ministry has been further fortified by the presence of Fr. Brad, who has on occasion 
led the liturgy, and the newly-established Listening Hearts community, which gathers biweekly for 
contemplative prayer and fellowship during and following the Evening Prayer service. Prior to 
forming Listening Hearts, its leaders, Rev. Bob and Sarah Flick, facilitated a training seminar for 
Evening Prayer and Listening Post volunteers covering core principles of engagement with visitors 
and worshippers who suffer from physical or emotional distress. 

This ministry’s growth has necessitated the introduction of several protocols to ensure the 
safety of our volunteers, property, and guests. Ryan Mire has been prompt in responding to rare but 
notable incidents involving hostile visitors and theft; Sam Jones has remained stalwart in protocol 
enforcement as well as, when the occasion arises, serving as a liaison between the church and public 
servants, including police officers and EMTs. Their commitment to volunteers’ safety ensures that 
this ministry can continue in its mission and that our neighbor’s are welcomed into a secure and 
predictable environment. 

Our most pressing need—and it is pressing—is for helping hands in sandwich preparation, 
particularly at the back half of each month. Volunteers have frequently noted that to meet the needs 
of all worshippers and visitors, we will need to increase our daily supply to sixty, perhaps seventy 
sack dinners. Many Trinity members within and without this ministry have gone to great lengths to 
ensure we are able to maintain our current supply. This fall, Samantha Rainman facilitated an ar-
rangement through which students from St. Mark’s Episcopal School have supplied us with sand-
wiches for distribution, and may continue to do so in the new year. Most recently, Marcy Antiuk 
arranged a large donation from the EAC to supply this ministry with a much-needed sandwich de-
livery—a major boon to our December supply. Particular thanks are owed to the Sandwich Makers 
Ministry, the students of St. Mark’s, the Davenports, our clergy, and especially our ministry coordi-
nator Pat Laubach, who is immediately responsive to calls for material support.  As we are grateful 
to serve whomever God leads through Trinity’s doors, we envision a future in which no neighbor in 
need—worshippers and late arrivals alike; God loves them both—is turned away empty-handed. 

If you are interested in volunteering, please coordinate with either Pat Laubach, myself, or, 
for the Sandwich Makers ministry, Donald Hackler.  
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Pet Blessing Ministry 
Shelby Ann Bradley 

On Sunday, October 8, 20023, Saint Francis of Assisi, and his 
Blessing of the Animals, was celebrated at Trinity Episcopal 
Church, Midtown, from four to six in the evening. Attendees en-
joyed being blessed, loved, photographed, and made the center of 
attention by humans and other animals. Saint Francis, represented 
by Rev. Bradley Sullivan, and Rev. Luz Cabrera-Montes, gently 
blessed each and every pet that came to them.  
 
Once again, Ryan Terraza of Kroger, River Oaks, Adventures 
in Birds, Spring Branch, and Trinity Parish Members gener-
ously  donated to make this beloved event an overwhelming suc-
cess. Villa Farm Petting Zoo and Terrell Montgomery, of Randalls, Mid-
town, are two additional  supporters who joined us this year. Their 

contributions of water and pet food, allowed us to increase food for the animals at Friends for Life 
Animal Animal Shelter. Marc Anthony, our gifted florist, filled our flower dedication order with 
stunning blooms and no negative comments were heard. Our pets, living and deceased, blessed our 
Baptismal font with White Lilies, Sunflowers, as well as Red, Lavender, and Yellow Roses.  
 
This year’s celebration was held in Fellowship Hall because the yard was not reliably safe enough 
after much needed heavy rain had fallen, prior to our event. Tarps protected the floor and few acci-
dents occurred.  
 
The recipient of our food donations, Friends for Life Animal Shelter ,was excited, surprised and 
exceptionally grateful for our food donations. We collected nearly 90 bags and cans of pet food. I 
have requested that a representative of the shelter be present this year and hope that 2024 will be at 
least as generous and successful as last year was.  
 
This year’s Pet Blessing is scheduled for Sunday October 6, 2024, from 4 to 6 P.M. It is my hope 

that your pets and favorite animals will be presented or represented when Saint Francis will join us 

to bless each and every one, as well as those that are unable to be physically present. If you have 

ideas about ways to improve and make our event even more joyful, please contact Rev. Luz or Shel-

by as soon as possible since plans are being made now. 

Donations of all kinds are greatly appreciated and vol-

unteers are welcome. God Bless each of you and your 

pets. Let us pray for a beautiful day and continued love 

for and from our pets.  
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The Trinity Garden Club 
Sylvia Drew 

Trinity Episcopal Garden Club is the oldest congregant ministry beginning sometime in the late 
1940’s. This ministry was founded to oversee and become stewards of  the Named Gardens of  Trin-
ity: The Bishop Garden, The Church Garden, The Columbarium, The Abbot Garden and the But-
terfly Garden. 
 
The current and future planning, gardening, maintenance and layout of  our five Trinity gardens are 
prayerfully and thoughtfully considered and carried out by members of  the Garden Club.  There are 
a few Saturday planting opportunities offered by the Garden Club to introduce parishioners to the 
Gardens. 
 
The planters surrounding the statue of  ST Francis are carefully maintained to reflect the changing 
seasons of  Nature. 
 
The Garden spotlights National Kindness Sunday each year in November with a special presenta-
tion during Coffee hour. 
 
The Garden Club gifts our Church a “Chrismon” tree each year. This tree is decorated with finely 
sewn Chrismon’s; all made by church members, some delicate Chrismons, as old as 50 years. There 
is a special meeting on the first Friday of  June that spotlights the joy and history  of  Chrismon’s; 
where the making of  new Chrismon’s is encouraged. Many of  the church members come together 
to teach and give guidance to new makers of  Chrismon’s. These newly made Chrismon’s are dedi-
cated in a special presentation during the annual lighting of  the Chrismon tree. 
 
The Garden Club is the traditional host of  the Palm Sunday coffee Hour. 
 
The Garden Club hosts a self-guided tour of  our Churches five gardens the first Sunday in May. 
Members of  Garden Club meet the first Friday of  the months between September and May, inside 
the Smith room at 10:30 am where there is usually a Garden Centric  Speaker, a short agenda meet-
ing and light refreshments are served. There is no meeting in January. All are invited to come and 
participate. We rejoice in  our service to God through our Gardens. 
 
Please contact Sylvia Drew trymahjong@yahoo.com for more information. 

mailto:trymahjong@yahoo.com
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The Christmas tree is decorated each year by the Garden Club with ornaments with Christian sym-
bols handmade by generations of Trinity parishioners.  Special ornaments done in gold silver and 
white are called “chrismons”, from “Christ’s Monogram”.  The early ones were beaded and the re-
cent ones have been done in needlepoint.   
 
In the past, each individual stitcher worked independently with the needlework shops for the de-
sign, supplies, training in the various stitches and turning the canvas into an ornament.  In 2023, we 
tried something different.  The church acquired canvases, threads, and sets of the stitching tools 
needed, bringing everything to church so that novice could see what was involved and be encour-
aged to try their hand at needlepoint.  With the help and encouragement of Pat Laubach, I was able 
to prepare the designs, mentor the stitchers, and complete the finishing.   
 
I was thrilled and amazed at the response.  Although four stitchers were not able to complete theirs 

in time, ten stitchers completed fourteen canvases.  Several had never 
done needlepoint before, and those that had done some learned new 
stitches.  All of the chrismons are beautiful and were a wonderful addi-
tion to the tree. 
 
From left to right: 
 
Tony Huffman  Latin Cross 
Catherine Reed  Canterbury Cross 
Catherine Reed  Boat 
Joanne Starbuck Chi Rho 
Javi Bravo-Alegria Butterfly 
Natalia Horwitz Trefoil 
Shelby Bradley  Iona Cross 
 

 
Catherine Guthrie Iona Cross 
Carol Wells  Canterbury Cross 
Carolyn Reyes  Trefoil and Triangle 
Javi Bravo-Alegria Candle 
Stan Tubbs  Chalice 
Catherine Reed  Grapes, Wheat 
 
 
If you are interested in making a Chrismon for next year’s tree, contact 
Catherine Reed at ccreed@swbell.net or 713-598-6782. 

Chrismons 
Catherine Reed 

mailto:ccreed@swbell.net
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In much earlier times, the Episcopal processions did not start inside of 
a church, but started in a public square where people could see and be 
reminded that it was time to celebrate the Sabbath and spend time wor-
shiping our Lord. The processions went through the streets which often 
had stray animals or possibly worse, people still celebrating Saturday 
night. The virge was an important tool which could be used to herd ani-
mals, or even rowdy individuals to the side so the procession could 
move to the church. Today we don’t have to deal with much more than 
stray kids and clergy anymore, but we still support the time- honored 
Episcopal procession to begin our service, and the often unseen duty of 
‘helper’. 

At Trinity Episcopal Church in Midtown, a verger serves as a kind of 
Master of Ceremony of the service, and “helper” for the other groups 
attending to the service. The role starts well before the service and in-
cludes supporting these other service groups or ministries as necessary. It is the verger’s responsibil-
ity to ensure that all the pieces come together in time to begin the service. During the service the 
verger has responsibilities for marshaling people to their correct places in a timely manner. And fi-
nally, a verger is a representative of the service who may often be called upon to interface to people 
who are new or just unsure about what to do next. Vergers are prepared to greet people and help 
them feel more comfortable with our church. 
 
This year’s Verger Ministry is comprised of four regularly scheduled vergers, Ron Mailloux, Alex 
Bruton, David Villareal and Christian Bearup, as well as an alternate verger, Steve Lee, who adds to 
the verger ranks during holiday seasons to ensure coverage of all the services. One of the key focus-
es during 2023 has been additional verger training in an effort to perform a more consistent verger 
role for each of the services. As part of this effort, the Verger Customary has been updated and en-
hanced to include more details of what a verger’s responsibilities are and how to perform them. As 
services continue to evolve, we work to add roles and support responsibilities to ensure our services 
work smoothly. 
 
At this time, we have sufficient verger staff to meet Trinity’s needs, but would certainly like to have 
others join our group to share in the fulfilling service we perform for our church. If you are inter-
ested, please contact me or any one of the other vergers! And have a blessed day! 
 
Ron Mailloux 
713-907-3576 
Le_Vieux_Loup@outlook.com 
 
 
 
 

Verger Ministry 
Ron Mailloux 



 

38 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Blessings,  
 

During the first ten weeks of the Tuesday Listening Post, we distributed snacks and beverages to at 
least 300 visitors. Of those, at least 10 percent will stay and ask for prayer or deeper conversation. 
Our main population is the homeless and near homeless. But we also attract college students, area 
workers, and neighbors. 
 
I prayed recently with a young man giving thanks that he chose not to listen to the voices in his 
head telling him to kill himself. He was initially reluctant to talk to me, saying I would not under-
stand. But with my encouragement, he shared his emotions and his concerns, concluding at the end 
of our conversation, "I am a child of God too, huh." 
 
I have repeat visitors who like having a friendly face and listening ear and have come to see 
the Listening Post as their oasis. 
 
We have had two young Spanish-speaking men who frequently return to practice their English.  
A young family looking for a  restaurant was ecstatic to share their good news and receive prayer 
upon leaving their doctor's office and learning they were expecting another baby. 
Some days, we get only 20 visitors during the noon to 2 p.m. shift. Most days, there are 41 visitors 
unless it's cold. 
 
I keep track of visitors by the number of drink cups I set out at the start of the day. I go through at 
least a dozen boxes of the 6-pack soft fruit and grain cereal bars from Aldi's, a dozen bananas, and 
three bags of oranges. I spend about $35 a week. 
We benefitted from a windfall of leftover treats from the church during the election that lasted al-
most a month. 
 
And thanks to Samantha Rainman, we have been recently blessed with 500 goodie bags of treats 
from St. Mark's Episcopal School. 
 
We have volunteers in Susan Yarbrough, Abby Swearinga, Andrea Wilderman, and Rev. Bradley 
Sullivan with Revs. Hannah and Luz coming as they can. I am there every Tuesday. 
 

In joy, 
Theresa D. McClellan 
Head of the Listening Post Ministry 
Theresa@theresawriter.com 
 
 
 
 

The Listening Post 
Theresa McClellan 

mailto:Theresa@theresawriter.com
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MEMORIAL TO THOSE WHO HAVE DIED  

NECROLOGY REPORT 

The following is a list of  those persons deceased 

during 2024 that were members and friends of  

Trinity Episcopal Church: 

Nick Skarich 
Mike Lemansi 
Ollie Young 
Tyre Nichols 
Suzanne Brinsmade 
Patricia Feuerborn 
Cintra Todd 
Thomas Leone 
John Stempien 
Vinod Hopson 
The Most Rev. Frank T. Griswold, III 
Rev. Greg Buffone 
Larry Lanning 
Ava Lyndsey 
Ada Judge 
Michelle Blackman 
Virginia Robertson 
Rafael Goecke 
Bertha Effingam Lawrence Newton Davison Herrera 
Tomm Weichel 
Marilyn Dyess 
Emily Sumner 
Christina Belden 
Tony Martinez 
Mildred Dimchak 

Darcy Casavant 
Barbara Ehrland 
Ollin Chavez 
Vesta Eidman 
Pam LeGrande 
Maria Victoria Zubiria Calbeton 
D.J. Hayden 
Zachary McMillian 
Ralph Oragwu 
David Nelson 
Larry Payne 
Robert Vaughn 
Phil Turley 
Don Olson 
Chester Joseph Stasney, Jr. 
Denise Ray 
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CLOSING HYMN 433                          We gather together                                       Kremser 
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STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

The Reverend Hannah E. Atkins Romero, Rector 
   Rector@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 402 
 

The Reverend Dale Klitzke,  

Priest Associate 

dale.klitzke@gmail.com 
 
 

Alex Jones, Organist and Choirmaster 
Music@TrinityMidtown.org 

 ext. 407 
 

Ryan Mire, Parish Administrator 

ParishAdministrator@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 404 
 

April Sloan-Hubert, Co-Director  

Pelayo Parlade, Co-Director  

of the Trinity Jazz Ensemble 

aprildst82@icloud.com 
 

 

VOLUNTEER STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Pat Laubach, Volunteer Coordinator 

Volunteer@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 408 

 

Carol Turley, Membership Secretary 

Membership@TrinityMidtown.org 
 

 


