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AGENDA 

 
 
 

9:15 a.m.   Welcome                           The Reverend Hannah E. Atkins Romero, Rector 
 
  Opening Prayer                   The Reverend Dale Klitzke, Priest Associate              
 
             Election Procedures                             Teddy Adams, Chancellor                     
              
                        Presentation of Vestry and Council                          Jim Castro, Head Teller 
  Delegate Candidates 
   
9:30 a.m.          Balloting /Vote                                   Ushers and Election Committee Members 
 
  Treasurer’s Report                 Larry Laubach 
 
  Stewardship           Larry Laubach and Pam Lawson 
 

 Junior Warden Report                        John Escoto 
 
  Senior Warden’s  Report                       Andy Durham 
 
  Recognition of Outgoing Vestry The Reverend Hannah E. Atkins Romero                          
                       
  Rector’s Report   The Reverend Hannah E. Atkins Romero 
 
  Memorial to Deceased   Communicants             Mary Cloud   
        
  Closing Prayer         The Reverend Luz Cabrera Montes, Associate Rector  
 
  Closing Hymn           #433 We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing 
 

Election results will be announced during the Announcements at the 10:30 service if needed. 
 
 
 

  GO IN PEACE TO LOVE AND SERVE THE LORD! 
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NEW MEMBERS 

2022 

 

BAPTIZED 

Drayton Bearup 

Alice Vega Garrido 

Arthur Vega Garrido 

Raegan McKenzie Gilmore 

Marcella Marino 

Parker Haley Obregon 

 

CONFIRMED 

Gentry William Chambers 

Landry David Chambers 

Payden James Chambers 

Sawyer Ray Chambers 

Andrew Gallagher Durham 

Barrett Clark Hess 

Marcella Marino 

 

RECEPTION 

Brent David Chambers 

Jamie Lynn Chambers 

Donald Bruce Hackler 

Chantelle Devon Payne 
 

 

TRANSFERRED IN 2022 

Jackson Paul Griffon 

Katherine Hepler Griffon 

Andrea Shiloh 

Tony Skarich 
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Section 2.2 Persons Eligible to Vote – Definitions of  Confirmed Communicant and 
Communicant in Good Standing 
 
Men and women at least 16 years of age, who are enrolled confirmed communicants in good stand-
ing of the Parish, are entitled to vote for members of the Vestry and upon all questions requiring 
the action of the Congregation, but none shall be admitted to serve as members of the Vestry ex-
cept those who are at least 18 years of age. Voting may be by absentee ballot under such rules and 
regulations as may have been established at a prior Parish Meeting. 
 
For the purpose of Title III.2.2, an enrolled communicant in good standing of a  Parish is a com-
municant in good standing who is enrolled as such in the records of such Parish. 
 
For purpose of the Canons, a confirmed communicant or confirmed communicant in good stand-
ing is a communicant or communicant in good standing who has been confirmed by a Bishop of 
the Episcopal Church or a Bishop of a Church in communion with the Episcopal Church or has 
been received into the Episcopal Church by a Bishop of the Episcopal Church. 
 
For purpose of the Canons, a communicant in good standing is a communicant who for the previ-
ous year has been faithful in corporate worship, unless for good cause prevented, and has been 
faithful in working, praying, and giving for the spread of the Kingdom of God. 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  If  your name is not on the list of  Active Members Eligible to 
Vote January 22, please contact Membership Secretary Carol Turley at member-
ship@trinitymidtown.org as soon as possible. 

VOTING ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
Defined by the Constitution and Canons of  the Episcopal 

Diocese of  Texas 
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Rector’s Report 
The Reverend Hannah E. Atkins Romero 

And God said, “This is the sign of the covenant I am making between me and you 
and every living creature … I have set my rainbow in the clouds, and it will be the 
sign of the covenant” 
            Gen. 9:12-13) 
Dear Trinity parishioners, friends, and family, 
 
We give because someone gave to us. We give because nobody gave to 

us. 

We give because giving has changed us. 
We give because giving could have changed us. 
Giving is, first and every time, hand to hand, 

mine to yours, yours to mine. 
You gave me blue and I gave you yellow. 

Together we are simple green. You gave me 
what you did not have, and I gave you 
what I had to give—together, we made 

Something greater from the difference. 
 

(excerpt from Albert Rios’, When Giving Was All We Had) 
 
In 2022, we got off the rollercoaster ride of 2021 and continued the faithful, Christ-centered jour-
ney of remaking our community in covenant with God. We made a difference from what we each 
had to give. We brought our changed and different selves to share an array of colors, redrawing the 
rainbow one arc, one stripe, one shade at a time. We saw and were a sign of God’s promises. Our 
mission still shines through in the life-changing love of Christ that we do our best to receive, emu-
late and share. This report contains some highlights but is certainly not complete. Please read 
through the following pages and see what our leaders were able to capture from a year of giving of 
ourselves for Christ and each other. 
 
We have an incredible clergy and staff team. This year our staff gained experience together after a 
large turnover described in last year’s report. As the beginning of 2022, The Rev. Luz Cabrera 
Montes took maternity leave a little early, from January to May, as beloved Sofia came into the 
world a little early. The Rev. Canon Henry L. Atkins., Jr. moved with Treadwell (against my wish-
es!) to Las Cruces, N.M. early in the year. We were truly blessed by The Rev. Dale Klitzke bringing 
his pastoral skills and positive spirit to join us as Priest Associate right when we needed him most! 
A Priest Associate is a retired priest who serves varying degrees of part-time in a parish. Most re-
cently, Lauren Santerre has joined the staff as a half -time Administrative Assistant. In between, we 
were so fortunate to add Robin Carroll as half-time sexton and Nicole Carroll as quarter time 
Kitchen Manager. Ryan Mire changed title from Office Manager to  Parish Administrator and 
Mother Luz became Associate Rector at the beginning in 2023. Carver Mathias took on additional 
responsibilities as Newcomer and Connections Staff Liaison. Alex Jones has grown into his posi-
tion as Organist/Choirmaster beautifully. We have the team we need to continue to make a differ-
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ence. It is truly a joy working with them all. 
 
Some of the needs we identified in the beginning of 2022 were met throughout the year in terms of 
re-forming essential ministries. A lot of that work is mentioned in the reports.  Not mentioned in 
the reports were the incredible Latin American Photography Exhibit we curated as part of Foto 
Fest; the creation of a Communications Team; the behind the scenes work of our Rapid Response 
Immigration Team; the insightful series of  Trinity Discernment and Visioning discussion groups; 
the retreat at the Episcopal Health Foundation Conference; work with SACRED; bringing back our 
signature music masses with our October Latin American Jazz Mass; our first Lenten Labyrinth 
Walk; the celebration of 15 years together with a message from the Presiding Bishop; and the coffee 
hour Bouncy House! We brought back our regular Sunday morning education schedule, strength-
ened essential ministries, and specifically worked with LOTS to begin the process of bringing back 
the 7am Sunday Morning Eucharist and Breakfast. LOTS called a new Vicar, The Rev. Brad Sulli-
van, and we are working with him to make that happen in the Easter Season. 
 
Personally, I finished my coursework for my Doctor of Ministry and will write the thesis this sum-
mer. I was re-elected to the Board of The General Theological Seminary; elected to the Board of 
Virginia Theological Seminary; became Co-Chair of the Interfaith Advisory Council for Everytown 
for Gun Safety; voted in to become the President of the Standing Committee of The Episcopal Di-
ocese of Texas this February and played golf for the first time ever. I am good at everything listed 
but the last! 
 
I want to offer my gratitude and deep respect to our Senior Warden, Andy Durham, who has 
served so well this year and will return for another year. We benefit so much from his excellent 
leadership. Junior Warden, John Escoto, agreed to serve one more year as such and then will offi-
cially hand over the baton to… will it be you? Join the Properties Committee and get to know the 
parish inside and out- it’s very edifying! 
 
Heartfelt thanks to the other members of the vestry as well: Larry Laubach, Treasurer; Steve Lee, 
Assistant Treasurer; Teddy Adams, Chancellor; Dana Gannon, Assistant Chancellor; Ben Blanding, 
Clerk; Jim Castro, Assistant Clerk; Eric Beam, Terri DiRaddo, Pam Lawson, Mary Matteucci, Ann 
McCoy, John Merullo, and Michele White.  
  
Last but not least, I want to thank the dedicated staff, both stipendiary and non-stipendiary, not 
mentioned previously in this report: Pat “She Gets Things Done” Laubach, April “ Naani Church” 
Sloane Hubert, Pelayo “The Piano Man” Parlade, Ken “Count On Me” Jones, Carol “I’ll Find You 
On Facebook” Turley, Robin “Energizer Bunny” Carroll, Erika “I Can Do Anything” Zavala, Rosa 
“No Me Tenes Que Decir Dos Veces” Gutierrez, Yolanda “Tu Bebe Es Mi Bebe” Catalan, Nicole 
“Let me Take Care of It” Carroll and Kelly “Clean and Clear” Mercer.  
 
Referencing the poem I began with, I pray that we continue to make something greater from the 
differences we all bring to Trinity. May we continue to brighten the world with the covenant of 
God’s promises. 
 
Faithfully, 

 
 
 
 

The Rev. Hannah Elizabeth Atkins Romero 
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Associate Rector’s Report 
The Rev. Luz Cabrera Montes 

It has been a privilege to serve as the Curate at Trinity Episcopal 
Church for the past two and a half years. This position, designed 
for newly ordained priests, has provided me with invaluable lead-
ership and priestly formation opportunities. I am deeply grateful 
to have had the honor of working and learning alongside Rev. 
Dale, Rev. Canon Dr. Henry, and our esteemed rector, Rev. Hannah. I am pleased to accept the 
invitation to remain as the Associate Rector as of January 1, 2023.  

The year 2022 brought many changes and transitions, including my temporary absence from Trinity 
due to the birth of Sofía. I am deeply grateful for the outpouring of support and prayers from the 
congregation during this joyous yet uncertain time for my family. I am also thankful to serve in a 
church that values caregivers and gave me the time and support to recover and transition into this 
new stage in our lives. 

Returning to Trinity during the season of Easter was a bittersweet experience. While I missed my 
daughter, Sofía, it was a joy to be reunited with my Trinity family.  

I have enjoyed participating in our in-person services every Sunday. It has been a joy to serve along-
side a complete altar party on Sundays after being unable to do it for so long.  

I made it back just in time for Senior Recognition Sunday, where our youth minister blessed and 
sent off two of our youth. Our outreach opportunities continued with the help of dedicated lay 
leaders. We participated and donated over 1,000 juice boxes to Kids’ Meals Inc. We also were able 
to deliver books to the Harris County Psychiatric Center. We held two blood drives and have con-
tinued to find ways to connect with our surrounding communities despite adversity. We welcomed 
our neighbors on Election Day by providing snacks and water to anyone needing it. 

Lastly, these seasons of Advent and Christmas were extra special with the return of many parishion-
ers and new families. Sofía even got to serve as Jesus during our children’s pageant.  May we contin-
ue to do God’s work together!  

In Christ,  

Luz Montes  
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Senior Warden’s Report 
Andy Durham  

 

2022 was a challenge for Trinity Midtown as it was for most people.  Trinity like all of us had loss-
es and times of celebration. We seem now to not be “returning to normal”, but adjusting to a new 
normal.  Masks are no longer required, but depending upon the individual may be appropriate and 
under certain circumstances may be recommended. Trinity is moving to reintroduce services and 
ministries which Trinity was unable to provide during the heightened time of COVID before vac-
cines were readily available. The Clergy and Staff have been remarkable in providing the services 
and ministries during this time of transition under difficult and constantly changing conditions.  
 
   One of the benefits of being the Sr. Warden this year is the privilege to work with and interact 
with more people at Trinity.  I had not fully appreciated all that Trinity does with limited re-
sources.  This is only accomplished with the leadership and guidance of the Rector and the dedi-
cated work of the Staff and multitude of volunteers.  In meeting this year’s challenges both the 
paid and unpaid Staff have responded with remarkable dedication. 
 
   As we move into a new year we should be mindful of the challenges that we face.  Congrega-
tions throughout the country, as well as Trinity, are struggling to return to in person services in 
numbers before 2020.  It is easy to not go to in person services and difficult to redevelop the prior 
habit of attending. If possible for you to volunteer to work with a ministry at Trinity I believe you 
will find, as I have found, that the benefits and rewards you receive are immeasurable. If possible 
we need to financially contribute to maintain the work of Trinity.  As of today we have not 
reached our goal for either the number, or amount of pledges.  If you have not pledged, please 
take time to consider to pledge and then follow up with your pledge.  If you agree with me that 
the inclusive loving message of Trinity is needed in our community please consider how you can 
best support that message  
. 
   We do not know what challenges will be faced next year, but we do know that the Trinity Com-
munity working together with kindness and love will be able to meet those challenges and contin-
ue to pursue its mission of “Making God’s presence real by sharing Christ’s life-changing love.” 
 
Andy Durham 
Sr. Warden 
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Junior Warden’s Report 
John Escoto  

 

The landscaping around the church begun to take shape in early 
2022.  The dead brush and plants were replaced with low 
maintenance ones giving the church property an updated look.  
The Columbarium area was revamped with new flowers and 
plants providing a serene place to spend time.  The sprinkler 
system was also updated to maintain the new bushes and plants.  
Special “Thank You” to Angel Williams for leading the effort to 
improve the grounds around the church property. 
 
Electrical maintenance was performed as needed throughout the property (i.e., fellowship hall, 
breezeways, and interior lighting).  The ground lighting was brought up to date with new LED 
lights which will improve the lighting in the evening hours.   
 
This year we had significant issues with our mechanical systems (heating and air conditioning) of 
the church.   Through most of the first quarter, the boiler struggled to keep the sanctuary warm 
then the second quarter the chillers had difficulty dealing with Houston’s extreme heat.  We termi-
nated our contracts with the mechanical service provider and identified a new service provider 
which began the transition in December.  The new contractor has been correcting and repairing 
issues that pained us all year.  The transition will continue through the first of quarter of 2023.   
Lastly, thank you to Ryan Mire for supporting the maintenance activity at the church and assisting 
the property committee with many projects. 
 
The Property Committee meets every 2nd Tuesday of the month to plan and prioritize activities for 
the church properties (Historic Church, Bering House, and Rectory).  Meetings are open to anyone 
who would like to know more information about what we do. 
 
Submitted By: 
John Escoto 
Junior Warden 
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Music at Trinity 

Alex Jones Organist/Choirmaster 

   
It’s been my absolute pleasure to serve as Trinity’s Organist & Choir-
master for the past 15 months. I have enjoyed a wonderful experience 
here both as a member of staff, but also as a member of this vibrant, 
welcoming and hospitable community. I would like to thank you for 
your continued support towards the Music Ministry and I look forward 
to continuing our great work as we gear towards the Easter season.  
 Having now spent a full liturgical year in the position, I’ve 
been able to more closely observe and gauge the day-to-day operations 
of the church and reflect on the challenges of running a music program to a high level which I’m pleased to 
say we’ve been able to achieve this past year. The Trinity Choir continues to play a central role in our 10:30 
Sunday Eucharist services as they greatly enhance the experience of our beautiful Rite I and II worship. We 
continue to offer the widest possible range of great sacred choral repertoire that is as diverse as the church 
seasons themselves. For instance, our Advent Lessons & Carols service which took place on Advent III was 
a big success, building on what we achieved last year. We incorporated several pieces which we have per-
formed previously, but we also sang several new works which I took the liberty of adding to our already ex-
tensive music library. We also like to musically commemorate special days of recognition in our national life, 
such as MLK day. This year, we sang hymns and spiritual arrangements that are reflective of the rich heritage 
of the African American musical tradition. As I’m sure you can imagine, these services take an enormous 
amount of work and dedication to put together, especially to the standard that we try to achieve. I am im-
mensely proud and thankful to the whole choir for their hard work and dedication to great music-making 
this past year and I look forward to our forthcoming musical challenges. 
 I’m also pleased to report that the Trinity Music Program has grown in other directions too. We 
have begun to host community groups in our historic sanctuary for concerts, recitals and other artistic offer-
ings all of which have been a great success. This year, we have a group of exciting young pianists coming to 
share their talents on April 15th in a fundraiser for the Music Program and I must also mention that our very 
own (and very gifted) Carver Mathis presented an outstanding Christmas program that was very well-
received and fun for all the family!  
 Additionally as I’m sure many of you have noticed, I’m delighted to have been able to reintroduce 
the amazing tradition of Choral Evensong at Trinity. This is one of the most prized and celebrated liturgical 
traditions of the Episcopal Church and one that is specifically geared towards prayerful worship through 
music and the arts. We have two upcoming Evensong services this year - on February 19th at 5:30pm cele-
brating the last Sunday in the Epiphany season before we transition into Lent, and on June 4th at 5:30pm in 
celebration of Trinity Sunday. I have also taken it upon myself to further engage with other Episcopal parish-
es in Houston and am planning on inviting guest choirs from other churches to perform for us either in con-
cert, or for special services and events. 
 Finally, I have been able to make further connections with other instrumental musicians at the Uni-
versity of Houston where I am continuing at a good pace with my Doctoral studies. There are currently 
plans in the works to recruit some of the amazing local talent here in the city to perform as part of our spe-
cial Easter Sunday services as well as for Christmas 2023. I have also managed to recruit some brilliantly tal-
ented new members of the Trinity Choir who have already made such a big impact and a beautiful contribu-
tion to not only the sound of the choir, but also to our worship. They are McKenzie Gibbons (soprano), 
Margaret Langeland (alto), Summer Price (alto), Meaghan Heath (alto) & EJ Grayson (bass). Thank you guys 
so much! Be sure to keep an eye out in the Spring PLG for further updates about the many exciting musical 
events that are coming up at Trinity and thank you all again so much for your kindness and support. 
 

SOLI DEO GLORIA 

Alex Jones 

Organist/Choirmaster 
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Peace Crane Ministry 
Elisabeth (Libby) Tsubai   

In 2022 the Peace Crane Ministry was influenced by two major, 
tragic events: the invasion of Ukraine by Russian forces in Feb-
ruary and the Robb Elementary School shooting in Uvalde, Tex-
as in May.  
 
For the “Peace Cranes for Ukraine” project, packages contain-
ing a prayer card and an origami crane were distributed widely 
to the Trinity congregation, family, and friends. These cranes 
were part of the original 1,000 cranes folded by Trinity parish-
ioners, and many contained prayers and Scripture that were 
written on the paper before folding. They were blessed by Reverend Hannah and included in the 
packet as a focal point for prayer. The card contained passages from Psalm 31 (to which many 
Ukrainians have turned for strength), and a prayer posted at the beginning of the invasion by our 
Presiding Bishop, The Most Reverend Michael Curry. 
 
The Orange Peace Crane Project is part of the Trinity Gun Violence Memorial, titled “Lamentation
-Remebrance-Hope”. Orange is the color associated with gun violence awareness. Over 1,000 origa-
mi cranes have been folded from orange paper as a memorial to children who have died in the US 
as a result of gun violence. Nearly 600 are hung in the memorial adjacent to the Columbarium. 
Folding cranes will not stop gun violence, but it is a spiritual practice that our ministry has found 
helpful, whether done individually or in a group. Folding is conducive to prayer and reflection, and 
when done in community the  conversations we have and connections we make are healing. This 
on-going project seeks to help us lament the tragedy of gun violence, remember victims, and create 
hope for the future.  
 
If you’re interested please contact tsubaie@yahoo.com  

mailto:tsubaie@yahoo.com
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Youth Ministry 

Carver Mathis Youth Missioner 

Our youth group is so grateful to the parishioners of Trinity. Be-

cause of your support, we have been able to collect many differ-

ent items for local organizations in our community. This giving 

back mentality is very much at the forefront of our youth com-

munity. We are constantly seeking ways to serve those around us. 

We have collected cans of soup, clothing, and other necessities 

for those who are in need. Additionally, we have been able to 

join in the fun of making sandwiches during coffee hour. We are looking forward to many new and 

exciting things (stay tuned!) in the months to come! Again, thank you so much for your support! I 

continue to be amazed by the outpouring of generosity, care, and faithfulness of our Trinity com-

munity. I am so very proud of our youth! 

 

Carver Mathis 
Youth Missioner 
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Altar Guild Ministry 
Mark Goza and Joanne Starbuck 

 
In the early days of the church, followers of Christ gathered in 
private homes to break bread together and share their memories 
of him.  As Christians multiplied and needed larger buildings in 
which to meet, certain people were given the task of caring for 
these places and for hundreds of years thereafter, were responsi-
ble for everything that is now considered “altar guild work.”   
 
As is the case at Trinity, altar guilds today are groups of men and women who are called to serve 
God by preparing and tending the space in which we worship. 2022 Altar Guild members included 
Team 1: Mark Goza (Team Lead), Carolyn Reyes and Rick Reyes; Team 2:  Mark Goza (Team 
Lead) and Catherine Guthrie; Team 3: Alex Bruton, Ron Mailloux and Joanne Starbuck (Team 
Lead); Team 4: Linda Davenport, Madeline Mauk, Jeanne Sommerfeld and Joanne Starbuck (Team 
Lead). 
  
Each Altar Guild member is part of a team which has responsibility once a month.  Trinity’s Altar 
Guild is responsible for preparing for all Sunday and Wednesday Eucharistic services, as well as 
baptisms, confirmations, weddings, funerals and memorial services.  The Altar Guild also prepares 
the Church and Morrow Chapel for Advent, Christmas, Epiphany, Lent, Holy Week, Easter and 
Pentecost.  There are also various workdays throughout the year, which are usually before Advent, 
Palm Sunday, Easter and Christmas.   
 
Easing back into in-person services beginning on Palm Sunday provided on-going “opportunities” 
to practice flexibility, patience and grace.  Most of the regular procedures were back in place in Sep-
tember.    
 
Additional members are needed, especially for Teams 1 and 2.  If you feel called to serve on this 
important and fulfilling ministry, please contact Mark Goza at markgoza@gmail.com or Joanne 
Starbuck at jtstarbuck@sbcglobal.net.  One‑on‑one training and a step‑by‑step instruction manual 
(with pictures) are provided! 

mailto:markgoza@gmail.com
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Flower Ministry 

Joanne Starbuck 
 
Flowers beautify the sacred spaces of our church each Sunday 
and on other special occasions.  They are a gift to God and to 
those who worship at Trinity.  Flowers can be dedicated com-
memorating a special event or to remember a loved one.  
 
There are several ways to submit your flower dedication: 
 
Sign up online at https://www.trinitymidtown.org/flower-ministry/ 
Contact the Church office at 713-528-4100 or via email to frontoffice@trinitymidtown.org 

Sign up on the paper calendar on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall 
 
Thank you for your faithful support!  
 

https://www.trinitymidtown.org/flower-ministry/
mailto:frontoffice@trinitymidtown.org
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Hospitality Apartments 
Joanne Starbuck 

 
Hospitality Apartments provide free temporary housing (from two weeks up to three months) and a 
safe, welcome, comfortable and supportive environment for families in need who live more than 
fifty miles away from the Texas Medical Center who are receiving medical treatment at any of the 
medical care facilities in the Texas Medical Center area.   
 

 
 

A Communion and prayer service is offered each Sunday in the Community Room for residents 
and their caretakers.  Alex Bruton, Mary Cloud and Joanne Starbuck serve as Trinity’s Lay Eucha-
ristic Ministers on the fourth Sunday of each month.  Trinity’s partners in this enriching and re-
warding ministry are St. John the Divine and St. Mark’s.   
 
After a long suspension due to the Pandemic, the weekly Communion and prayer services were re-
sumed in February 2022. 
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Emergency Aid Coalition  
Mary Johns 

In 2022 Trinity continued its longtime support of the Emergency 

Aid Coalition (it was one of the founding congregations 40 years 

ago!).  Our support included volunteers who sort donated 

clothes, stock shelves, help inventory, and deliver groceries to 

shut-ins.  Trinity also assembled and donated more than 100 hy-

giene kits and snack bags for the homeless as a Lenten pro-

ject.  We launched a canned food drive for "Super Bowl of Caring".  Trinity regularly collected non-

perishable food offerings every Sunday at the back of the church. Week after week, generous pa-

rishioners gave from their pantries to the EAC Food Pantry.  With high food inflation this year, 

working families in Houston really needed the help to stretch their grocery budgets!  

 

EAC continues its mission to serve Houston's working families through its clothing and grocery 

programs, Houston's homeless through daily sack lunches, clothing, and hygiene kits, Houston's 

kids with back to school shoes, and Houston's elderly with grocery delivery.  EAC is thankful for 

the gracious support of Trinity and member congregations.  

 

For information of volunteering with EAC, please contact mbryant@eachouston.org.  

 

If you'd like to help organize a food drive for the EAC, contact Mary Johns 

mkjohns@wt.net.  They can always use another peanut butter!  

 

Thanks, 

 

Mary Johns 

mailto:mbryant@eachouston.org
mailto:mkjohns@wt.net
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For many years, we had a dinner 
group at Trinity called A Moveable 
Feast. Many of us have great mem-
ories of meeting new parishioners 
and getting to know others better 
in these groups.  
 
After a pause of a few years 
(including the height of the 
COVID pandemic), we decided to 
bring it back, but thought it needed 
a new start with a new name. Taste 
of Trinity was the former name of 
the Diversity Potluck we hold eve-
ry year. That name was available, 
so it seemed the perfect fit. 
 
Whatever its name, the goal of Taste of Trinity is primarily social. It’s a chance to get acquainted 
with fellow Trinitarians while enjoying some delicious food. 
 
We currently have two groups: A dinner group led by John Merullo and George Zemanek and a 
brunch group led by Pam and Tim Lawson. Each group meets once a month, either in members’ 
homes or at a restaurant. We decided the groups would take December off and then all meet for a 
meal at the church in January. The plan is to meet monthly after that and then back at the church 
in June. 
 
The January event was held in Fellowship Hall on Saturday the 28th at 6:30 p.m. If you are interest-
ed in joining, please contact:  
 

John Merullo (rockhopperlad@gmail.com)  
 

or 
  

George Zemanek (g.zemanek.1@gmail.com).  

Taste of  Trinity 
John Merullo and George Zemanek  
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Trinity Church  
Endowment, Inc. 
Saba Blanding, President 

  
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Saba Blanding, President  
Brad Beers, Vice President  
Mark Goza, Secretary  
Ken Snell, Treasurer  
Mary Cloud 
Robert Davenport 
Larry Dickerson 
Marilyn Dorries 

Sarah Frazier 
Steve Lee 
Edgar Marston 
Alexander Obregon 
Rhonda Rogers 
Jackie Rose 
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Financial Report  

Larry Laubach 
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Acolyte Ministry 
Mary Cloud 

When Trinity opened to indoor, in-person services on Easter 2021, we began to schedule acolytes 
one again. During the past year, we were able re-build the ministry at the 10:30 service, starting with 
six returning youth acolytes, four new youth acolytes, and five adults, to comprise one youth team 
and one adult team.   
 
As services are slowly returning to pre-pandemic practices, e.g., communion at the rail, acolytes are 
expanding their roles and leadership experiences.  We want to thank all of them for their faithful-
ness and willingness to serve. 
 
Returning acolytes were John Bruton, Alex Sennewald, James Sennewald, Byron Walton, Oliver 
Snell, and Leila Blanding. 
 
John Bruton and Oliver Snell, who graduated from high school in Spring 2022, were recognized for 
their service in previous years and were presented with James Avery rings. 
 
New acolytes this year were Sawyer Chambers, Landry Chambers, Gentry Chambers, and Kaydence 
Lomasang. 
 
The adult team, who serve on the third Sunday of the month, are Mark Goza, Barrett Hess, Joanne 
Starbuck, David Villareal, and Mary Cloud. 
 
Special recognition goes to Mark Goza and Joanne Starbuck for their faithful leadership and pres-
ence to the ministry and for their willingness to serve whenever needed. 
 
We want to especially thank former Master Acolyte Ana Cecilia Bruton and former senior acolyte 
John Bruton for their time and willingness not only to serve at the 10:30 service when they were 
home from college in the Fall but also to help in training new acolytes.  
 
As we continue to build the ministry, we welcome new acolytes.  If your child is interested in join-
ing the youth acolyte ministry, please contact Mary Cloud. 
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Prayer Chain Ministry 
Norma Cooper 
 
 
The Trinity Prayer Ministry is composed of members of the con-
gregation. We at Trinity Midtown believe in the power of prayer.  
Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. 
Ephesians 6:18   
 
 
During the last year we received numerous of requests for prayer.  The World as we knew it is 
gone, and for what feels like such a long time we have experienced so much hardship during this 
Pandemic. The prayer ministry brought a deep sense of comfort to those going through difficult 
times. A simple request that others join you in prayer amplified the power of the prayer.  
 
We are commanded to bear one another’s burdens by taking them to the throne of grace. You also 
joining in helping us through your prayers, so that thanks may be given by many persons on our behalf for the favor 
bestowed on us through the prayers of many.” Corinthians 1:11 
 
Prayer is a profound privilege and expression of our relationship with God. 
As the ministry liaison, it is an honor and a blessing to send out the prayer request. 
If you would like to be part of this ministry, or if you have prayer needs or requests and would like 

prayers by this group, please contact Norma Cooper at normajcoop@aol.com or 281-435-5978. 
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Volunteer Ministries 
Pat Laubach 

SANDWICH MAKERS 
Volunteers have met twice monthly to maintain Trinity’s supply of sandwiches.  Approximately 40 
meals are distributed Monday through Friday of each week.  Erma deWispelaere continues to send 
reminders about the Tuesday meetings and Mary Johns and Eric Beam set up for the Sunday meet-
ings.  Additionally, Donald Hackler has joined the team to assist in maintaining adequate supplies 
for making sandwiches and for assembling the sack meals.  Sheree Thompson places the order for 
bread and bologna with HEB on Alabama. 
Thank you to all the volunteers who help continue this long-standing outreach ministry. 
 

LAY MINISTERS 
This year has seen some changes to our ministry teams.  We will miss Barney Ong who served so 
faithfully but has returned to his homeland of Borneo.  We have been blessed with new volunteers 
who serve as Lectors, readers of Prayers of the People, and Lay Eucharistic Ministers.   
David Theis coordinates the serve teams for the 12:30 Jazz Gospel service. 
 

USHERS AND GREETERS 
We have four teams of Ushers/Greeters at the 10:30 AM service.  Each team serve one Sunday 
each month.  The teams are small (some have only two or three volunteers) and additional volun-
teers are always welcome.   Thank you to those who have recently joined a team. 
If you are interested in being part of this ministry, please see Pat or ask any usher for additional in-
formation. 
 

We are very grateful for all our wonderful volunteers who often serve in multiple ministries.   
 

Blessings, 
Pat Laubach 
volunteer@trinitymidtown.org 
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Evening Prayer Ministries 
John Merullo 

Trinity’s Evening Prayer Ministry re-started in fall 2021 after paus-
ing for 18 months during the pandemic. It has rebounded in the last 
year and continues to serve between 10 and 40 people every week-
day. 
 Evening Prayer is a pastoral, liturgical, and outreach minis-
try. Each weekday at 5:30, we offer Evening Prayer from the Prayer Book, after which sandwiches 
and other foods as well as water (and coffee in cold weather) are offered. We have one officiant and 
at least one greeter assigned each day. The greeter prepares the bags, greets the congregants, helps 
lead responses, and assists in distribution. The officiant prepares the church for the service, pre-
pares the livestream, leads the service, and assists in distribution. This is a completely lay-led minis-
try. Trinity is also one of only a handful of parishes in the Diocese of Texas to offer the Daily Of-
fice.  
 Our congregation is mostly underhoused. All are food-insecure. It is our joy to lead them in 
worship and help fill their spiritual needs as well as their physical needs.  
All greeters and officiants must complete Safeguarding God’s People training through the Diocese, 
which discusses the issues of working with vulnerable adults. In addition, officiants must also be 
licensed by the Diocese annually to lead public worship. We offer at least one general training for 
participants every year. As new participants come on board, they are trained individually. 
 This ministry could not survive without a dedicated corps of volunteers. Our current offici-
ants are Christian Bearup, Barrett Hess, Ron Mailloux, John Merullo, Samantha Rainman, and Da-
vid Theiss. Greeters include Mary Ann Collier, Bob and Linda Davenport, Jason Hruska, and Alex 
Maranos. The officiants are also all trained as greeters. Others who have participated this year in-
clude Ann McCoy, Danya Serrano, Michele White, and Marcy and Harold Robertson. The Robert-
sons will be rejoining the ministry after a few months away. 
 Pat Laubach and Ryan Mire are always willing to help when needed with administrative and 
practical needs. The Sandwich Makers ministry keeps us going. Of course, Mother Hannah and 
Mother Luz are always there for counsel. 
I would like to recognize a few people for going above and beyond in their service: Bob and Linda 
Davenport have been very flexible in covering days when no one else has been able to greet. Chris-
tian Bearup and Barrett Hess have been likewise very flexible in covering last-minute officiant 
needs. Jason Hruska joined our community as an Evening Prayer congregant and has now become 
a greeter as well as an active member of the 10:30 congregation. 
 I don’t think I could ever express my appreciation to Sam Jones nearly enough for his assis-
tance with crowd control, time management, and morale boosting. 
It has been my honor and privilege to serve as Evening Prayer Ministry Head twice, from 2015 to 
2019 and then from 2021 to the present. I will continue to serve as an officiant, greeter, and trainer, 
but I believe I need to take a step back, so effective at the end of the annual meeting, Christian 
Bearup will be our new Ministry Head. Christian truly has a heart for service. Please support him in 
this new role. 
We can always use more hands. Please contact the church office, Christian, or (if you can’t find 
him) me for more information. 
 I always end Evening Prayer with a phrase I learned from a friend: “Please remember us in 

your prayer and be assured of ours.” 
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Pet Blessing Ministry 
Shelby Ann Bradley 

Well, Trinity family it is now January 2023, and you need to be updated about our 2022 Pet Blessing 

event. Thanks to everyone that participated in our flower dedications, and our parish support, we 

were able to continue celebrating our animal family members and their patron saint, Francis of As-

sisi. We were unable to show our support for our animal officers due to issues beyond our control. 

However, this once extremely popular Trinity event attracted more participants than it did in 2021. 

Being able to return to our yard was truly special. God gave us a beautiful day and everyone had an 

enjoyable time. 

The newest feature was Animal Parties Petting Zoo of New Caney, Texas. The visiting animals 
were adorable and captured our hearts. Although small, it was exactly the perfect size for our space. 
We were able to donate a generous variety of pet food to Friends for Life Animal Shelter, that is 
located in the Heights neighborhood of Houston. This small, dedicated group was able to use eve-
rything that was donated, and I plan to have the organization as our recipient again this year. 
 

This year’s event will be held on Sunday, October 1st, from 4 to 6 P.M. in our yard and plans are 

being made to increase it’s size and attractions. Volunteers and ideas would be greatly appreciated. 

If you would like to have fun, and be unconditionally loved, contact Shelby or Rev. Luz at church, 

or via email. We hope that you will plan to attend and bring your four legged, winged, hopping, or 

other kind of pet. We are also open to collecting items such as pet toys, or animal themed items, 

throughout the year that can be used in the raffle. 
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MEMORIAL TO THOSE WHO HAVE DIED  

NECROLOGY REPORT 

The following is a list of  those persons deceased 

during 2022 that were members and friends of  

Trinity Episcopal Church: 

Simeon Alfaro 

Rose Antuik 

Tom Behrman 

Andy Bell, Jr. 

Suzanne Brinsmade 

Marilyn Chapman 

Nicholas Croom 

Cecelia McCrossen Claus 

Mary Jo Detweiler 

Jeanne Devine 

Darius Dugas 

Glenda Fielder 

Robert Fields 

Ester Fiteni 

Elva Velazquez Gomez 

Bob Guthrie 

Ana Hagar 

Cheryl Hickman 

Ana Hillier 

Robert P. Jones, Sr. 

Kenneth Judge 

Christopher Wayne Kaye 

Vicky KillKelley 

Patricia King 

Roger Clay Lynch 

Elaine McGown 

Robbie McGruder 

Larry McKee 

Charles Martin 

Rob Montgomery 

Elsie Nelson 

Danielle Purnell 

Marsha Reed 

Dennis Roach 

Austin Smith 

Richard Sparling 

Alex Turcios 

Stewart Wainwright 

Joy Walz 

Pa’Trise Chennel Worlds 
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CLOSING HYMN 433                          We gather together                                       Kremser 
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STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

The Reverend Hannah E. Atkins Romero, Rector 
   Rector@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 402 
 

The Reverend Luz Cabrera Montes, Associate Rector 
Curate@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 403 
 

The Reverend Dale Klitzke,  

Priest Associate 

dale.klitzke@gmail.com 
 
 

Alex Jones, Organist and Choirmaster 
Music@TrinityMidtown.org 

 ext. 407 
 

Ryan Mire, Parish Administrator 

FrontOffice@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 404 

 

Lauren Santerre, Administrative Assistant 

Adminassistant@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 410 
 

April Sloan-Hubert, Co-Director  

Pelayo Parlade, Co-Director  

of the Trinity Jazz Ensemble 

aprildst82@icloud.com 
 

 

Carver Mathis, Youth Ministry Assistant 

Youth@TrinityMidtown.org 
Connections@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 405 

 

VOLUNTEER STAFF CONTACT INFORMATION 
 

Pat Laubach, Volunteer Coordinator 

Volunteer@TrinityMidtown.org 

ext. 408 

 

Carol Turley, Membership Secretary 

Membership@TrinityMidtown.org 
 

 


