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A Note From Carver: 
 

I think THE GREAT Marian Anderson articulated so clearly what I am feeling at this very 

moment. She said, “Sometimes you're overwhelmed when a thing comes, and you do not 

realize the magnitude of the affair at that moment. When you get away from it, you wonder, did 

it really happen to you.” 

It should come as no surprise to anyone that I quote the words of Marian Anderson at the very 

beginning of this program. In fact, I feel that it is almost expected of me to do so. You see, 

Marian has been in my awareness since I was a tiny child. I remember my mother reading 

stories about her when I was growing up. I listened to many recordings of her during my 

youth…and, yes, it was on a cassette tape! HAHAHA!  Marian Anderson is regarded as one of 

the most influential black artists of all time. I still have her autobiography on my bookshelf at 

home. Somehow, she has always put words to my feelings. Her quoted words above inspire 

feelings of hope, gratitude, and deep peace within my bones.  

Tonight feels like a dream of sorts. I cannot even begin to express just how grateful I am to 

everyone for showing up tonight. I am definitely aware that it is the Monday of Christmas Eve 

week…I know you have other plans! I am beyond grateful that you took time out of your busy 

schedule to come and hear me sing, come and hear me bring awareness to a cause that 

means a great deal to me, and to help usher in the holiday season. My hope and prayer for 

tonight is that you would recognize the still small voice of God in the songs that I sing, the 

stories that I tell, and in the faces of those sitting around you. My greatest hope is that you 

would leave this evening with a renewed sense of faith, hope, and love.  

  

Emmanuel. God is with us.  

I love you all so much! Thank you  from the depths of my heart.  

 

~Carver Mathis 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Carver and Marian Anderson at Carnegie Hall in 2017. Carver’s debut. 



 

 

Act 1 

 

It All Fades Away                  The Bridges of Madison County 

Jason Robert Brown (b.1970) 

 

 

I’m Going to Go Back There Someday                      The Muppets Movie 

              Paul Williams (b.1940) & Kenny Ascher (b.1944) 

 

 

Somewhere Over The Rainbow               Harold Arlen (1905-1986) 

 

 

Let Yourself Go                              Follow The Fleet 

                   Irving Berlin (1888-1989) 

 

My Book                   Seven Deadly Sins Song Cycle 

          Lynn Ahrens (b.1948) & Stephen Flaherty (b.1960) 

         

Your Daddy’s Son                                           Ragtime 

          Lynn Ahrens (b.1948) & Stephen Flaherty (b.1960) 

 

He’s Got The Whole World In His Hands                          Traditional 

                    Arr. Moses Hogan (1957-2003) 

 

My Good Lord’s Done Been Here                           Traditional 

            Arr. Moses Hogan (1957-2003) 

 

Need You Now                  Lady Antebellum (2006) 

 Guest Soloist: Ruben Galvan 

  

Stop             Georgia Stitt (b.1972) 

 

On The Other Side of The Tracks                              Little Me 

                  Cy Coleman (1929-2004) 

 

There Will Be a Miracle                  See What I Wanna See 

                  Michael John-Lachiusa (b.1962) 

 

**There will be a 20 minute intermission. Please go to Fellowship Hall and grab some 

cookies and wassail!** 



 

 

Act 2 

 

 

Spirituals Medley                               Traditional 

             Baby of Bethlehem/I Wonder As I Wander/Sweet Little Jesus Boy 

 

 

Everybody’s Waiting For The Man With The Bag                   Kay Starr (1922-2016) 

 

 

It’s The Most Wonderful Time of The Year          Edward Pola & George Wyle  

                      Arr. Andy Williams (1927-2012) 

 

Silver Bells                   Jay Livingston (1915-2001) & Ray Evans (1915-2007) 

 

 

Christmas In New York                         Lea Michele (b.1986) 

 

 

Christmas Medley 

 Weijia Zhou, Piano 

 Guest Soloist: Brandee Sibley  

 Please sing along!!  

 

 

O Holy Night 

 Guest Soloist: Brandee Sibley                        Adolphe Adam (1803-1856) 

 

 

Little Road to Bethlehem               Michael Head (1900-1976) 

 

 

River                          Joni Mitchell (b.1943) 

 

 

All Is Well                 Michael W. Smith (b.1957) 
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